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inadte any effcdlual impreflion on hef 
heart V yet be iAagt][ied« that to propagate; 
|u.c:h an opinion to Mr. St^fe would con* 
^iice very mtich t^^.JMrfwiidci^Untobttak 
dEt Kia.couctfliufi»- wtuoh #fta a thing very 
much defired by Mr. Goodman, as he was 
certain the continittnde of it be would at* 
tended with almoft infurmountable difH* 
culcifi^ and create many vacations and 
difpifteSt whenT^n Brands^ Th^ughtkls 
came to town* 

The two old gentlcmen^ went on to# 
^et^Cft 4Hcourfipgt>n;this aSfeir, 'till they 
camft to the lodgings of Mr. Staple, where 
they' found h|ni fitting in ^ eafy chair, 
leahlhg'on a table, with papers and a 
ftandifti beforefhim^-7»-they;perceived he 
bad been writing, for the pen was not out 
qf :hifl( han^t^wbofi^ ^(hey "etiiM-ed the room : 
he threw it .ddwn,' b^w<;ver, as foon as he 
iaw them, and rofe to receive them, with 
«;;gl!AtKdmror-poKteai^ thoi^ accom- 
panibd wkbran air^ >whieh, ia ipiteofhis 
ciwiett^Qun ta conceal it, difcovetaed he 
Ut^red under ah eifitraordinary dcjc&ioni 

. '«' I .am .gki^ (fiM Mr ^ Cbttfite, poiht* '' 
•^riingtOTOC pbh) to fee you &re able to 
*^iraiui ufc ^Huit Weapon, as I feared 
^^jrourum had been too much prejudiced 
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«« by anothtr/' — " I have found fomc 
*^ difficulty, indeed, in doing it replied 
<< the \7ounded gentleman; but fooie* 
«* riling which feemed to me a cafe of ne-. 
*« ceflSty, obliged me to exert my utmoft 
^ cflforts for that purpofe.*' 

After the firft: civilities were over, and 
they were all feated^ Mr. Goodman, and 
Mr. Chatfree began to open the bufineft 
upon which they came j — Mr. Goodman* 
reprefented to him in the moft pathetic 
terms, the deep concern he had been i«^< 
for having ever encouraged his addrclTes 
to Mifs Betfy, arid exciifed himfelf for 
having done fp, by his ignorance, at that 
tinie, that Mr. Trueworth had been pre- 
vioufly recommended by her brother: — 
he then^ave bim^ fome hints, that the ci- 
vilities Mifs Betfy had treated him wither 
he fibred, were rather owing to th^t little^ 
vanity, which is.geniirally the conjipaqign- 
df yourth.atid'bekuty, j^han to that re4ii:e-> 
gard, which his palTion and perfon nyfirked; 
from her, and faid, he heartily wifhed to 
fee him withdraw his affe^iQnsfrom.an ob* 
j^, where he. could not now. flatter Kim^ ^ 
with the leaft hope of a fuuableosturn. 

•« No, no, (cried Mn Chatfree, inter^ 
^« ruptihghim' haftily) you: tna^ takfcTO^ 
** wor^ 7& is gs much in lovc^ 3ls a %\t\ 
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** of her teroper can be with, Mr. True- 
«* worth, and I do notdoubc but you will. 
" all fee the cfFedls of it as foon. as her 
"brother coiiics to town."— Mr.. Good-, 
iftan on this, took an opportunity' of tel- 
ling Mr. Staple, that the afccnaant that 
young gentleman had over his fifter, and 
the zeal he expreflcd for the int;^reft of his 
friend^ Would certainly go a ^rcat way in. 
determining the point; and added, that if 
it were true, as his friend fuggefted, that 
Ihe had really an inclination for Mr.! True*, 
worth, ftie would then avow it, and make 
a merit of it to her brother, as if done 
iherely in regard to him. 

Many other arguments were urged by . 
thefe two gentlemen, in order to convince 
Mr. Staple of the little probability there 
wks of fucceeding widi Mifs Betfy ; all, 
which he liftened to attentively, never in- 
terrupting what either of them faid^ ,'till^ 
jfcrifeivihg they had eiiided all they had to 
offeron the fubjefty-h* made them this. 

; •* Gentlemen, faid he, I am infinitely 
** obliged to you both for this vifit, arid 
«' the friendly purpofe of it, which, I per- 
" ceiye, was to give me that advice, 
** which you might reafonably think I 
^' wanted. — I have hcard^ and I believe 
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•« have not lofl: one word, at leaflr, I am 
*' fure no part of the meaning of what 
** you have deli veered: — I own there is 
** great juftice in every thing you have al- 
*' ledged, -and am pleafcd to think the ar- 
** guments you bring are fuch, as, befori: 
** your coming here, I had myfclf brought 
*^ againft the folly of my own unhappy 
paflion for Mifs Betfy , but, gentlemen, 
** it is not that I am capable of bw-ing de- 
** terred from profecuting it, by any thing 
*• I might have to apprehend, either by 
" her own inclinations or her brother's 
•* perfwafions, but for other reafons, which 
•* at prefent, perhaps, you may be ignorant 
•* of, yet are fuch, as to conceal 1 flioulJ 
««*but half be juft. — Be plcafed, fir,'* 
continued he, addreflmg himfelf to Mr. 
Goodman, and giving him a paper, ** to 
** read that letter, and fee what my refo- 
•• lutions arc, and the motives 1 have for 
" them/* 

Mr. Goodman -was beginning to look 
over the paper, but Mr. i!taple,requefted 
he would read it aloud, as he defircd that 
Mr. Chatfree fhould be partaker of the 
contents, on which he read, with an au- 
dible voice, thefe lines; ^ 
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To Charles Thubwokth, Efq^ 

" Sir, 

«* V^HEN I propofcd th« decifion 
** of our fate by force of arms, I off<!r'd 
«* at' the fame time, that the glory of 
«« fcrving Mifs Betfy (hould be the viftor'i 
*« triumph. — This your too great mo* 
«* dcfty declined ; — but, fir, though 
«* you fcorned to accept the advantage 
«* your fuperior (kill acquired, your ger 
-»* nerofity, in Ibitc of you, has gaincci. 
'** — I love Mifs Betfy, and would havp 
•^ maintained my claim againft all whQ 
*• (hould have dared to difputfc her with 
•* me, while jufticc and whil^ honour 
•** permitted me td do fo j but though 
♦« I am unfortunate, I never can be bafq. 
«< —My life, worthlcfs as it* is. Has twice 
'*' been in your power, and I fliould be 
** no Icfs hateful to myfelf, than con- 
«• temptible to the world, (hould I offer 
•* to interrupt the jpeace of him that gave 
«* it. — May you be b$ foccefsful in love 
^« as ymi have becq in fight, and the 
"*• amiable dbjcdi be convinced of her own 
^ happinefs in making yours. — I dtfift 
•« ior ever from the vain hop^s I once 
*• was flattered with, and^ the firft wi(h 
•^ my foul now harbours, is to b^ worthy 
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«« tht title of YdtorfticpiJ^ as I- am t>ound 
^ to Wdw mylclf^ 

•«^With the gP^ieft firtcttrity, 

«* Ydur moft X)bii^c4 
*♦ And m©ft humble ftnranr^ 

•< Nothing,^* fald Mr. GbodmSn, as 
fbon as he He done reading *^ cah equal 
•^ yoor geftcfolity in forrtiing this t^hi- 
^* lution, but the wifdom in perfiffiitg; 1(1 
** it; and if I find yoa do fo, Iftfaft. havfc 
** more reafon to congratulate you upon 
*** it; than I ihould thihk; I^ had OW thfc 
••^ Itjcceft of your wiflhes m tnscrrying 
r Mt6 Betfy, 

«* I Ihould laugh now, ti-ied Mr.Chat^ 
•• free, if Mr. True worthy in a fit of gfe- 
^* nerofity too, (hould alfo take it into 
•* his head to refign Ki5^ preitcnfioni]. and 
** choofc to wear the wiftow inftead' 6f 
•* tfc myrtle garlafnd; becaufe*'**ypu\ dd 
•• ft;*'—" Hi has already proved his gfe- 
^henofity/* tepfted Mr/^ttele with i 
figh, which ht was tsAsbfe fo^ reftriin, 
J* and has no need to gtve tht fcvtt^xiJQtX- 
B 4 V tw^i^i 
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<* mony you mention, if he is fo happy 
** as you fcem to think he is ; — but, coi\- 
** tinued he, it is not my bufinefs to exa- 
<* mine who yields, or who purfucs Mifs^ 
«* Betfy. — I am fixed in my detenmina- 
«* tion of feeing her no' more, and as foon 
" as I am recovered from the hu/ts I have 
" received on her account, will go into the 
" country, and feek a cure in»abfence for 
** my unavailing paffion. 

Neither Mr. Goodman nor Mr. Chat- 
free were fo old,- as to have forgot how 
bard it is for a youchful heart to give up 
its darling wiQies, and facrifice defire to 
difcretioh.'T-Tbey faid abundance of hand- 
fome things, omitted nothing which they 
imaging migh( add to the fortitude of his 
prcftat way of. thinking. He, on thc^ 
other band, to cake from them all remair^ 
bf doubt cbhcernihg the fincerity of \m 
intentions, fealcd the letter Ire had wrote 
tp Mr TruewQTth, and fent it to that gen- 
tleman, while they were in the room, 

Mr. Goodman was exlremely pleaicd 
in his mind, that an affair, which, for 
fame time paft, had given him a good 
<ieal of anxiety, was in fo fair a way of 
t)eing ended without further mifchief:— - 
hetcokjQO notice, however, on his re- 
turn home^ ^ leafb not before Mifs Betiy, 

.of 
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of the vifit he had beep making, or that 
'he., knew any thing more, of Mr. Staple, 
th^n what .ihe had been told herfelf by 
Mr. Chatfrce. 

In the mean time, this young lady af- 
fefted to appear more grave than ordinary : 
—.1 fay, ajFcded to be fo •, fgr as (he hail 
been at firft fhocked by Mr. Chatfree*s 
report, and afterwards teized by his rail- 
lery, and then reprimanded, on. the icoip 
of her condu£i: by Mr. Qoodman, Aie w^s 
not difpleafed in her heart'at the dangerous 
proof, which the, two lovers had given of 
theifSr paflion. . / 

She loft, however, great part of the (a- 
|3sfa£Uon . this, adventure might have, af* 
JFordcd her, for want of a proper perf jn to 
whom fiip might have talked tircely on if:* 
-—She had, indeed, many acquaintance, in 
fome of whom fhe, doubtlcfs, might have 
conBded; but ihe did not choofe to be 
herfelf the reporter of this ftory to any 
one, who had not heard of it from 01 her 
hands ^ and Mifs Flora, who knew the 
•whole, and was her companion and bed- 
fellow, was grown of late To (ullen 2nd 
pecviflb, as not to be capable of either 
giving or receiving any divcrfion in dit 
CQUfffes of that nature. 
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It is certain, that there never wa* a 
more aftombing ^mtion in thetemp^ 
of any one perfon in fo (hort«ciine, than 
in that of Mifs Flora : — her once gay 
andfpiritiao«abehaviow, trhich, withoyt 
Bfefng. a beauty^ rendered^ her extremcfy 
fiterceable, wa* now become afl dull and 
l^)omy. — 'Inflead of being* fond of a 
great desd of company, Ihe ntmi» rather 
chofc to avei* than* cd?et the fociety of any 
♦tte V *-* ffie feid' bfttlfetle, and when ffie 
fjpofcc; ft! MFft^ only tfo* cofrtradWE whatever 
fte-hoar* aUcdgcd By others-: — a htsnty 
melancholy, mixed with an- ilKnatured, 
frown, perpetually loured upon her bjrow : 
i*i- itk fflie, if fhc had been a Jitcfe oHcr, 
fte inight Ifaire fet for the iri6tttrc of 
Envy. — Wife Betfy, by being moft wfrh 
her, feft moft die cfleAs of her bad hti- 
ttiour 5 but as (he thought flte conid caiUy 

' account for it, the fweetnefe of her drfpo-' 
Ation made her rather pity than rcfent thcL 

change. 

A yonr^ Hnnen-Aapcr, of whom tady 
Mellafin »metimes bought tbhigs, had 
liken a great fancy to Mils Flora, and not 
doubting but (he had a fortune in fomc 
meaharc anftrarable to the appearance (he 
made, got a friend to intercede with Lady 
Melkhn^ for leave to pay his rcfpefts to 
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her daughter: -7- this being granfiedi bo 
ipnade (eyeral vilits to the hwihi^ aa4^ was 
Very well repeived by Miik Flora hi^rfel^ 
a$ well as by thoie who had the difpoiU 
of her, 'ti^ coniang oa th« tfif^ of ^tr 
tyney Mn Gj^daaa plainly pM hinvs tk^ 
bayiog m^y. rdatipns pf kisr own topror 
vide fofy ths mdi; he cpuld fp^re |o Mifs 
Flora w» five biH>4r«d ; pounds. --^Tb^ 
tirapei^'s, p^^i^n waa very mucj^ danaj>ed» 
CIV h^aring^ 1^ m^f^s^s' portion wajs tikf 
to t^e fi^ jTo^l I — h^'told Mil* Q^odcnan^ 
ijhat (iKMjg^ h^ wa& very much charQa^ed 
^th libcf pcrioa and behaviour of (he yfiV^Si 
lady, and (houid, be p/rpiid pf the honour 
of an ailiapce; with, fuch:a( fi^Iy, yet as he 
was a young ma^^ an^ but, la^Iy 4et up 
£br hiqifeli;) H^^ ^9^E^i|)^d nK)pef to t^row 
iOU) tJ}a(^^- M(^ OTuld BOt thir\iL o^, m»rfyr 
IPg ^fh^cinore thai^ thpce tim^ tbf 
fum o^cf :d : -^ he aiflckd, tp^at a youQg 
lady p( her berths s^^ bring^f^S Vpi vro^id 
expefl to live as fbe had betn accuftom'd^ 
yffhkh he cquld no w^ RTf^i^ fl^e Orould 
dos iKfithpttt s^ foriuine' fu|%^pt< to deiray 
aheexpwice. 

Mr. Goodman ^bpupht thp reafpns hf 
gave were very juft, and as he was un- 
willing to ftretch his hand any farther 
tfian hb had faid, and was too honeft to 
prowilc more than he intended^ to ^tt* 
3 6 lottcin 



12 THE HISTORY OF 

form, replied with the fame freedom that 
the other had.fpoke, thatiii truth he. did 
not think Flora would make a fit wife for 
a tradefman: — that the girl was young 
enough, not ugly, and it was his opinion 
that (he (hould wait 'till a more fuitable 
match (hould oflfer. In a word, Mr. Good*^ 
man's anfwer put a final ftop to the court- 
Ihip, and though Mifs Flora affected to 
difaain the mercenary views, as fheterm'd 
>ch^m, of the draper, and never fpoke of 
him but with the utmoft contempt, yet 
her melancholy coming on foon 'after he 
)iad defiiled his addrelTes, made Mifs Betfy 
think ihe had reafon to impute it to no 
other cauff y and therefore in mere com* 
paflion to this imaginary mortificatiotT; 
was fo f^r from retorting any of thofe 
little taunts, and maOicious inuendo's,wttli 
which ike was continually trealsed'.by tli)$ 
other, thatlhef took all the pains Ihe-could 
to-i^teviate the vexation (he few her in^ 
and ibpib her into a better humour. 

The reader will probably think as Mifi 
Betf^'did;''but the faMity of this conjec- 
ture, and the cruel return the good-nature 
«f that young lady met with, will in due 
time and place appear. 
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- CHAP. II. 

Contains f$M paJagiSj iMcbf pirhapSy may hi 
iMikU upon as pniij ixtroirdinary. . 

'A CCOKDING to. the common rule 
/\^ ot honour among gentlemen, Mr.» 
Trueworth had certainly behaved (o^ a& 
not to have either that» or hU good-na-. 
iiire, call*d in dueftion v but this was not 
enough to fatisty him : -r he could not be» 
eafy under the rcfleftion, that the oblfga-v 
tions he had conferred gave a painful gra-» 
titude to the receiver. 

■ '■ . t 

He was deeply a^efited with Mr. Staple** 
letter : — he doubted hot but that gentle-^ 
man, in f9rcing himfcif to refign his prc-s 
tendons to Mifs Bctfy, muft fuffer the 
extrcmcft agonies; and heartily commifc-s 
rating a cafe, which^ had fortune fo de^^ 
c^ed, might have been his own, immc-j 
diately wrote to him in the following 
terms ; 
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To T. St^xie, E% 

*^ I AM afbamed to find the little I 
^h«v!e doM. (o muck mer-taxt^. by a^ 
•< perfpn, \Kbo» I am c^itak^ kc^ble of 
«' the greateft things -, but (hould be in- 
«< volved in mote confufion ftill^ Oiould 
^ aby confidcraddn of me, or ttjy hap- 
•* pbefs, prevail on you to become aa 
•^ en^jmy to your own. — I am altogether 
« unacquatoted with' what kind or fcnti- 
•• ments either of' us ia rejgarded by the 
^ fahr oWeft of our mutuaf wifhes, •.— It 
^ k Mghiy prcAable her youngf heart may, 
«•* as yet, be qtiite fnfeniible of thofe we 
** have endeavoured to' ml^i^re it with ; 
•« -—for nay own part, as I have yet no 
* rcifon to defj)airi lb* t have had alfa 
^ but little room fbr.hope. — You, fir, 
« have an equal chance,' fbr any thing | 
♦* know, or can beaft of to the contrary, 
^ and as you faw I refufed to hazird my 
** pretienfionr on thtf point of th^fword, 
*^ neither juffice, noi: honour, !*eq\ifrtf« 
««^ yoa ftrould iforfeit yours, thbugH ^ti 
** accident gave me the advantage of you 
«* in the field/-— Tis by Mifs Betfy her- 
«* fclf our fate is to be judged. — 'Tis yet 
-•* a moot- point whether either will fuc- 
•* cced in the attempt of pleafing hen 
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*« We may, perhaps, contend for an my 
^^ expedation, wfatk anoriier, more fortit- 
^* tunatc (hall bear away the priTae from 
•«*^ both; bat if one of us is^ decreed to be 
*« the hajppy man, on which foever the lot 
*< fhall fall, he ought not to incur the 
•< hatred of the odier. 

*' I gladlf embrace the oflfer of your 
•« friendfhip, and whatercr is the for- 
•« tone of our lore, ffioulditi.tfaat, as m 
•* all other events, endeavoui^- £0 prove, 
•* that I am, 

f « With an equd finceritjr, 

•^Siit, 

f Your very much <*Hgcd, 

^ And moft hamUc fdrvanr. 

•* G. TftTTItWOItTR/* 

Mr. Staple read this letter many times 
over, but received not all the iatisfadion 
which the author intended it fhould give 
him ; although he acknowledged the gt- 
ncrofity of hrs rival, yet he could not con- 
ceive there was a poflibiHty for a man in 
love to be cafy under the adddreflcs of 
another, without knowing himfclf fecure 
•f not being prejudiced by them : — he 
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therefore concluded that Mr. Chacfree vea& 
.right in>(his conjedure, and that Mifs 
Betfy only waited for- her brother's conv- 
ing tatown to declare in favour of Mr» 
Trueworth. 

This gentleman .had. a gre^^t (hare of . 
fpirit, and fome pride, and thefe making 
him difdatn to purlue a fruitlefs aim» and 
buffering himfelf to.be publickly over- 
come by^ Mr. Trueworth in love, as he 
had been in fight, very much contributed 
to enable him to keep that refolution he 
had formed in the prefence of Mr. Good* 
uian and Mr. Chgtfree. 

He anfwered Mr. Trueworth*s letter, 
however, with the utmoft complaifancc, 
but withoutx letting him kpow. any part 
of his intentions, in relation to Mlfs Betfy, 
fearing left any farther contcft on this af- 
fair /might draw from that gentleman 
frcfli proofs of a generofity, to which al- 
ready he looked upon himfelf as too much^ 
obliged, 

Mifs Betfy little fufpefting what had 

. pafied between her two lovers, fince their 

. meeting in the Green-Park, received Mr. 

-Trueworth, when he came to vifit her 

the fame day, as.ufual, with a great deal 

' ^/ ^cod-humour. i> he took not any no- 
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titt that Sic had heard of the duel, imagi- 
nmg.thathc would himfelf inform her of 
it, and he not thinking it would become 
him to dO; {Oj as having had the advan- 
tage of his rival, 'tis probable there would 
have been no mention made of it, if 
Lady Mcllafin had hot come into the 
ropqi, and told him, that fhe would not 
have broke in upon his converfation with 
Jvlifs Betfy, if it had.been poffible for her 
to have fefifted the pleafure of congratu* 
kting bim, not only on his fafety, butalfo 
on his coming off vidor in the field o{ 
battle. 

. The modefty of Mr. Trucworth would 
not fuffer him to hear thefe laft wordfc 
without : Wulhing; but foon • recovering 
himf^lfy^^ Fortune,^ madaniy anfwered he> 
** is not always the moft favourable to 
** the mofl deferving : — her partial fmiles • 
•• will never make^rhc vain, or happy, 
** unlefs, continued he, looking tenderly 
*• on. Mifs Bctfy, (he would add to her 
"indulgence here, and give me room 
«* to hope my fcrvices to this lady might 
^' bne day he crowned with the fame 
** fuccefs, as (he this.; morning gave my 
<« fword." — - *^ The d|ie, faid Mifs 
" Bctfyi fmiling, has nothing to <lo with 
•* the other,, and I do not know how to 
«< think a rnan, who neally wiOies nothing; 
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<< twch as td iWcBsr agrcietlfle ih tht 
*^ eyeis of his miftrefs^ tvQuld run the 
^< h^saird of making the contemptibte 
^< Bgttreof a culpnt/at the bar c^ a court 
*• of judicature*'* 

They then fell into feme difcourfc on 
dtieUing, and Mr. Trueworch could not 
help joining vmh the ladks, in cdnden>n- 
ing the idUy of that cOftom» which, con- 
trary to the known laws of the land, and 
oftentimes contraiy to his own reafoA 
ItpQ, obliges the gentleman either to obey 
the call of the perfon who challenge* him 
to the field, or, by refufing, fubmit kim- 
ft}f J)oc ooly; to all the infults his adver- 
^jfi'ts pieafed to treat him with, but 
lallb to be luranded with the inramou^ 

ara&crof a roward^ by ali that kno^ 

"Kochifig niatcrial' enough to br related; 
happened in this vUit, except that Mili 
Fldrai who bad been abroad wKen Mh 
Trueworch came^ and returned bonte k 
inall- time hohtjd he went away, ta^lkd'd 
much more in half an hour, tb«n (be had 
done for fome whole days' paft^, but it wa& 
in fo cold a manner^ foinetimes praifing, 
fometimes U^mihg hl& condudt, in regard 
to the taanfaiffcions of that niorning^ t^at 
iie^caidd not wi(U ditemtine in his mind', 
■ whether 
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irhethcr ffae was a friend or an csnemy to 
the fuccefs of hUpaflion. — Mifs mcfy 
herfelf was a little furprifed, bui nothing 
relating to that young lady dwelt much 
upon her mind, as fhe really thought (he 
had no defign in any thing fhe faid or 
did. — The behaviour of Mr. Staple ran 
much more in her head : fhe knew he wak 
pretty much wounded, and therefore might 
fuppoie him unable to wait on her in per- 
fonybut having expeded he would fend hh 
-compliments to her, either by letter or 
mefiage, and finding he did ndtber the 
3whoki*'di^f it Teemed to her a thing too 
jhangeto^ accounted for : fhe was, how* 
jBver, eafed'Of the fufpence*ihe was in, oa 
that foore, by' receiving £Fom him, at fhe 
'wasaa-breakf^^ the nrajt mornings the foW 
lowing cpiftle : 

^'Mm- Bvriy TtiouGHVL'zts* 

•• Madam, 
• ^* A BROTHanVFecommeBdation, fu« 
-•^■perior merit, and' yoqr own incHna- 
^* tion, bavd all united to plted my. rival's 
>* caufe, aad- gain the veixJift againft un- 
•* happy me! — -I ought mort? early to 
*« have fcen the vanity of attempting to 
** fucceed, where Mr. Trueworth was thb 
«* candidate 1 yet hurried by -the violence 
*» of my pafflon, t ro&ed inO^^ft .^ioft, 
. .. • "whichaj 
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^' which, by. adding, to his glory, has 
** flvewn my demerits in a more confpiw 
^' ous light than; ev£r. 

** It would be ncedlcfs to repeat what 
f * happened yefterday ; I cannot doubt, 
f* madam, but you arc well acquainted 
** with all the particulars of my folly, 
** and the juft punifhmenc it met with. 
*^ — 1 have only to fay,- the generofity of 
•** my rival, and my conqueror, has rc» 
*• ftored me to my loft reafon, and con- 
•'^inced me, that whatever preference he 
y may be fo happy as to have gained in 
•^ ypur eftcem^ he is indebted for it to the 
f*^ excellence of your good fenfe, and not 
**.to that partial fancy, which frequently 
s^ tnifguides the choice of perfons of your 
" fex and age* 

•! I would have waited on yOu m per* 
•• fon to take my cverlafting leave, but 
" I am not certain how far I ought to 
."depend on the ftrength of my rcfolu- 
«' tion in your prefence. -r Permit, there>» 
,** fore, my pen . to do that which my 
•* tongue would . fruiter in performing. 
•• — Yes, madam, I muft forego, re- 
^ nounce for ever thofe glorious expefta- 
♦• tions with which fo lately I flattered 
>* my fond ^hcirtj — henceforth muft 
V think op yqu ..as the fallen^ father, of 
^ ' ♦' man- 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS oa 

«« mankind did on the tree of life : — ^ 
•* the merits of my too accomplilhed ri- 
^« val are the flaming fwords which drive 
** me from my once hoped-for paradife ;» 
*' and while I mourn my unhappy fate, 
•> compels me to own it to* be juft. — 
«* Farewell, O moft amiable of your fcx! 
«« Farewell, for ever ! — I have troubled 
•« f ou too long, and have no excufc to 
'^« make, but that it is- the laft you will re* 
«« ccive from me. — May the bleft guar- 
** dians of the fair and good be your con* 
f* ftant (Mrcdors, and fliield you from all 
♦< ills. — Be affured that 'till I ccafe to 
f« cxift, I ihall not ceafe to be, 

^ With the fmcercft good wifhcs, 

** Madam, 

; / 4* Your moft faithful, 

J* Though unfortunate, humble firrvant, 

" T- Staple.^ 

Mils Betfy was aftonifhed to that de- 
gree; on reading, fo tmexpeded a declara* 
pon, th>( fhe could fcaiK:e believe flie was 
awake for fome moments, and thought it 
all a xlteam : ~— (he broke off, and made, 
feveral piufes in the rjeading, crying out,' 
. ' ' V Good 
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«^-Good Godl--«Itis impoffible!~iWhat 
^* does the man mean? -~ How* camt 
•< fuch . ftvff into his head }-^He is mad; 

Mr. jGoodman, who had fome notion 
6f what had . put htr into this ferment, 
and was wfHing -te be more confirmed; 
aiked her in a pleafant waf, ^hai: jiad 
oceafiion^ it?— ^* lndecd,ifir,. replied 
Mifs Bcdy^ endeavourtng^to compdfe bir- 
letf, '' I. have been To confounded; that 
** I knew not where I was» or who^was- 
** art the room< — I aflc your pardon^^ 
«• but this, I hope, wtU plead my e^ccufeV 
^* continued flie, throwing the letter on 
«^ the table, yonr fAttid has^giVen oilier 
** his fuit to me, which I am very glad 
*' of; but the motives, which he pre- 
*< tends obliges him to it, are fo odd 
^< and capriciooSy^^ noc to be actounted 
•'for/' - 

«* Given over his fuit, cried Lady Mcl- 
^.lafm. hiftily ! — Oh ! pray, let us hear 

*« on what pretence ?'* On which 

Mr^ Gciodtnaa rcadcthe letter aI6ii3, the 
very repetition of whidi mnewed^ Mift 
Betfy's agitations. ^* He>has«6^i4«idMn 
®eodmaii, asTooHias faeihad dooie read- 
ing, ^'tlikea man of fenfe and nfcdution, 
1^an()J^Qi8^auJfc wbyiyaui^uld'be 

•* difcon- 
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•* dtfconcctted at the lofs of a lover, 
•* whofc prctenfions you did not dcfign 
«« to favour." — *'. He was very hafty, 
«* however, cried Mife Bctfy, fcornfuUyt 
•« in concluding for me. — What did. the 
•♦ man think I was to be won at once ? 
^ Did he imagine his merits were fo ex* 
•* traordinary, that there required no more 
•♦ tx) 6btain^ than barely to aflc ? but t 
•* give myfelf no concern on that fcore, 
•• I aiflure you, fir : — it is the info* 
^ lence of his accuGng me of being in 
«* love that vexes me. — Who told him 
•* I wonder! •— or, how came fuch jk 
•« thine into his head, that Mr. True- 
^« worth had the preference in my eftcem ? 
<« — By the manner in which he fpeaki 
^ of him in this letter, he has lound 
•* more pfcffeftions in him, than ever I 
** did, and would make one think he 
«5 were himfelf enamoured of his rival's 
«n!|rits.- 

In ftnfwer to all this, be told her witb 
a ferious air* that Mr. Staple was bound 
Jby all thofe ties, which engage a noble 
mind, tq ad' in the manner he had done^ 
—that he hid been twice indebtiad to Mr* 
TrucwOHtti ffcir his life, and that the. 
whole ' behaviour of. that .gentleman . to« 
wards him, both during the combat, and 

after 
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after it was over demanded all the return* 
that gratitude could^ pay. 

* He afterwards run into a detail of .'all 
the particulars of what had paflfed between 
the two rivals, niany of which the ladi^ 
were ignorant of before — ^Lady Mellafia 
joined with her husband, in extolling ihfi, 
greatncfe of toUl^ which Mr. Trueworth 
had (h^wn oh' this occafion : but; Milk 
Flora faid little, and what fhe did' waa 
rather in praife of Mr. Staple. — " Mn 
«* Trueworth, cried fhc, is a fine . gentle-: 
•* man enough •, but has done no more. 
•^ than what any mart of honour . would* 
" do •, and, for my part, I thiiik'that Mr,. 
•' Staple, in putting the fclf dcniaf he haa. 
•* now Ihewn in praftice, diTcovcrs more. 
«* ot the hero and philbfopher^ than thft 
•• other has done/* * 

The convirfation on this topic lafted; 
fome time, and probably would hot have 
broke off fo foon, if it had npt been inter- 
rupted by two young ladies coming in to. 
afk Mifs Betfy and Mifs Hora if they were 
hot for the Park that riiorning? To which 
they having agreed, and piorm&d t6 call 
on them in their way, went up^ioto their 
chamber, in order to prepare themfelves 
for the walk propoft d. 
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DifctVifS i9 Mifs Bitfy a pUcs of tnacbiry fit 
Htik ixpe£ftd u hear tf. 

MISS Flora, who had been deterred 
from faying all fhe had a mind co 
do, on the affair between Mifs Betfy's two 
lovers, now took this opportunity of giv- 
ing her tongue all the lantude it wanted* 
Tney were no fooncr come into the cham^ 
ber, than, ** Lord, my dear/* cried Ihc» 
with a tone vafliy different from that in 
which (he had fpoketo her of late, *' how 
•* vexed am I for you ! — It will ccrtain/y 
** go all about the town, that you are ia 
•* !ovc with Trueworth, and there will 
** be fuch cabals, and fach whifpering 
*' about it, that you will be jslagued to 
« death ; — I could tear him to pieces, mc* 
•* thinks ; for I am fure he is a vain fellow, 
*• and the hint muft come Brfl from 
V bimfelf/' 

** I never faw any thing like vanity m 
<* him, leplicd Mifs Betfy, and I am 
** rather inclined lo believe Mr. Staple 
•* got the notion from the idle rattle of 

Vol. II. C **Hu 
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« Mr.^Chatfree."-.Mr, Chatfree, faid Mifs 
•« Flora, thought of no fuch thing himfdf, 
•* 'till he had been at the tavern with Mr. 
«« Trueworth ; but if I was in your place^ 
*' I would convince Mr. Staple and the 
*< world, that I was not capable of the 
" weakncfs imputed to me." 

" Why, what would you have me do ? 
•* cried MifsBetfy.** — ^* I would have you 
*• write to Mr, Staple, anfwercd the 
*• other, and let him know the deception 
** his rival has put upon him.** — Mifs 
Betfy, who had always an averfion to any 
thing of this kind, and thought it too 
great a condefcenfion to write on any 
fcore to a man, who had pretended love 
to her, ihook her head at thia propofal^ 
and exclaimed againft it with the utmoft 
vehemence, . 

Mifs Flora made ufe of all the argu^ 
ments fhe could think on, to bring her 
off, from what Ihe called fo ill-judged a 
pride-, — among other things, (he told 
her, that in cbmpaflTion to the defpair that 
gentleman bad fo feelingly expreffed in 
his letter, (he ought to give^ him the con- 
folation of knowing, that if he had hot 
gained fo far on her affeftions as he W!(h* 
ed, it was not becaufe his rival had gained 
more i and added, that the fieps (he per* 

fwaded 
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fwaded her to take, was fuch, as common 
juftice to her own charader had a right to 
cxsitt from her. 

Mifs Betfy heard, but was not to be pre- 
vailed upon by all Ihe could fay on this 
fubjeft ; but the other, who had a greater 
fhare of artifice than, perhaps, was ever 
known in one of her years, would not 
give over the defign (he had formed in 
her head, and perceiving that the writing 
to a man was the greateft objedion Mi& 
Betfy had to letting Mr. Scaple know ihe 
was not fo much attached to his rival, as 
he imagined, took another way of working 
her to her purpofe, which (he thought 
would be Icfs irkfome. 

*^ Well then, my dear Mifs Betfy ,*' faid 
(he, in the moft flattering accent, *' I 
" will tell you the only method you can 
«* take, and I am glid I have been fo 
'" lucky to hit upon ic :— you Ihall let met 
** go, and make Mr. Scaple a vifit as of 
*• my own accord 5 — I fhall take care not 
** to drop a fy liable that may give bini 
*• room to think you know of my com- 
^* ing I but yet as he may fuppofe I an> 
•* enough in ypur fecrets to be miftrcfs of 
«* this, or at le^ft not akogethcr a ftranger 
•* to it, he will, doubtlcfe, fay fomcthing 
"to me concerning the matter i but if 



28 THE HISTORY OF 

«« he (hould not, it will be cafy for me,' 
** in ihe way of difcourfe, and as it were 
•* by cliance, to cxprefs myfcJf in fuch 
•* terms as will entirely clear you, and 
•• rid him of all the apprehtnfions he is 
** under, of your being in love with Mr» 
•* Truewortb/' 

Mifs Betfy was not in her heart at all 
averfe to Mr. Staple's having that eclair- 
cifement Mifs Flora had mentioned^ and 
was much lefs fhocked at this propofaly 
than ihe had been at the former, offered 
to her confideration for that purpofe % yet 
did not feem to come into it, 'till the other 
had laviflied all the arguments that womao^ 
witty and wilful to obtain her ends, could 
urge to prevail on her to do fo ; and at laft 
eonfented not to the execution, witbooc 
exacting fxotn Mifs Flora the moft folemn 
vow of an inviolable fecrecy. 

This projeft being concluded on, and 
every thing relating to it fettled while xhtj 
were dreflSng, they went together ac- 
cording to their promife to the ladies 
who expeded them, and then accompanied 
them into the park ; but as if this was 
to be a day of furprizes to Mifs Betfy, 
fhe here met with fomething which gave 
her, at leaft an equal flxare with that 

ihe 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 29 

fhe had received froip the letter of Mr. 
Staple. 

They had noc gone many yards in the 
Mall before they faw three gentlemen 
coming cowards them ; one of whom, as 
they drew nearer to each other, MifsBcify 
and Mifs Flora prefently knew to be the 
fon of alderman Saving, though he weSl 
grown fatter, more ruddy, and in many 
refpe&s much altered from what he was 
when he vifited at Mr. Goodman's. 

As our young ladies had not heard of 
this gentleman's return to England, it was 
natural for them, efpecially Mifs Bctfy, 
after what had pafled between them, to 
be in fome little furprize at the fudden Hght 
of him ;-^he was in fome confulion too ; 
but both parties had prefence enough of 
mind to recover themfelves, fo as to fa- 
lute as perfons would do^ who never had 
any thing more than an ordinary acquaint 
cance with each other. 

After the cWilitics common to people 
who thus meet by accident, Mr. Saying 
aiked the ladies leave for himfelf and 
friends to join company*, which being 
r^ily granted, they all walked up the 

Mall together; but the place being 

pretty full, were obliged to divide them- 
C g fc\vt^^ 
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felves/ and walk in coupIes» or as St 
happened. During this pronfienade, Mr* 
Saving found an opportunity of faying to 
Mifs Betfy, unheard by any of the others, 
** Madam, I have fomething to acquaint 
•* you with, of great confequence to your- 
•• felf : — it is improper for me either to 
•* come or write to you at Mr. Good* 
** man's, therefore wi(h you would ap- 
*« point fomc place where I might <peak 
** to you.** 

Mifs Betfy was very much ftartled at his 
mentioning fuch a thing, and replied, 
— - •' No, Mn Saving, I do not make a 
** praftice of confcnting to afiignations with 
" men, nor have yet forgot that which 
•* I confcnted to with you. — -- ** I am 
*« very well able to clear myfelf of any 
*' fault on that fcore, faid he, but, ma- 
** dam, to eafe you of thofe apprehcn- 
** fions, which might, perhaps, make you 
" think yourfcif obliged to Keep me at a 
" diftance, it is proper to acquaint you, 
*' that I am married, and that it is only ^ 
** through a friendly' regard for your no^' 
•* nour and peace, that I would warn yoq 
*« againft the perfidy of a pretended 
•• friend/' — Perceiving (he ftarted at thefe 
words, and repeated them two or* three . 
times over, ** Yes, madatp, rcfumed he, 
*• and if you will permit me to ipcak to 

*' yoju 
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«« you in a proper place, will bring with 
^^ me an unqueftionable proof of the truth 
•^ of what 1 fay." 

One of the ladies happening to turn 
back to fay fomething to Mifs Betfy, pre- 
vented him from adding further ; but 
what he had already fpoke, made a very 
deep impreflion on her mind. — ^^She could 
not conceive, who the falfe friend (hould 
be, that he had mentioned, unlets it were 
Mifs Flora ; but though (he had feen 
many inftances of her iniincerity, was noc 
able to form any conjedure what fhe 
could have been guilty of to her, that 
Mr. Saving, who had been fo long ab^ 
lent, could poflibly be made acquaiiited 
with. 

' Thinking, however, that Ihe ought not 
to deny herfelf the fatisfaftion of the 
eclaircifement he offered, efpecially as it 
was now to be given, not by a lover, but 
a friend, fhe fought and found a moment 
before they left the Mall, of faying to 
him without the notice of the company^ 
*^ Sir, I havf confidered on the hint yoa 
** gave me J — whatever concerns my 
•* honour, or my peace, rr.Uft certainly 
•* merit my attention : — I have an ac- 
** quaintance in St. James*s palace, whonn 
^^ I will vifit as foon as dinner is over i 
C4 •' if 
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** if you walk a turn or two in the gallerf 
** leading to the chapel royal, you wiU 
*' fee me pafs that way between four and 
** five o'clock.** — To this Mr, Saving 
replied, that he would not fail to attend 
her there. 

Mifs Flora, who had been informed by 
IViifs Betfy, after th.y had parted from. 
Mr. Saving, that he was married, was 
very full of the news when (he came bome^ 
but Mr. GoodcDan, to whom the whole 
ftory of that afi^dir had been related by 
the alderman, faid, that the young gentle- 
man had done very wifely, in comply •• 
ing with the commands of his father ; and 
added, that the lady had a very agreeable 
perfon, a large fortune, and, above al!» 
was extremely modeft and difcreet; fo 
that there was no room to doubt his hap- 
pinefs. There was fome further difcourfe 
at table, concerning this new-wedded 
pair ; but Mifs Betfy took little fhare ia 
it, as giving herfelf no pains for the in* 
terefts of a perfon fot whom flie never 
had any thing but the moft perfeft indif* 
ference. 

She was, notwithftanding, impatient 
enough for the account (he expected to 
receive froip him, and without faying one 
word, eithef to Mi(s Flora, or any of the 

family^ 
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family, where /he was going, went at the 
time prefixed to the place fhe had ap- 
pointed to meet him. 

* 
Mr. Saving, to avoid being accufed of 

want of pundualicy in the affairs of friend- 
fhip, as he had been in.thofe of love, 
came fbmewfaat before his time into the 
palace. — -* As (he afcended the great ftairs 
ihe faw him looking through one of the 
windows, waiting her approach, which 
greatly pleafed her, as (he would not have 
thought it proper to have walked there 
alone, nor would have been willing to 
have departed without the gratificadon 
of that curiofity his words had excited in 
her. 

Excepting the time of divine fervice, 
and when the king, or any of the royal 
family go to chapel, few places are more 
retired than this gallery, none, befides the 
officers of the houfhold pafling on bufmefs 
intofome of, the apartments, fcarce ever 
gCMng into it, fo that the choice Mifs Betfy 
made, in her appointment with Mr. Saving, 
was extremely judicious. 

As the bufincfs on v. hich tliey met, 

was of a nature very different from love 

and jgillantry. and time was pre'.:ious to 

them both, they need d not mmy coai- 

C 5 ]pV\m^vcA 
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pliments to ufher in what Mr. Saving had 
to fay : — he only , to excufe his behaviour 
to her, while he had profefTed himfelf her 
lover, was beginning to relate the fudden 
manner in which he had been forced 
abroad; but fhe (lopped him from going 
on, by telling him, (he had heard the 
whole ftory of that affair from Mr. Good- 
man, to whom the alderman had made no 
fccrct of it, 

^< I have only^ then {aid he^ to acquaint 
*< you, madam, that foon after my arrival 
•* in Holland, looking over fomc papers, 
♦* that my father had put into my port- 
^^ manteau for my in(faru£lion in the bu{i« 
** nefs I was fent to negociate, I found 
•* among them a letter, which, doubtleis^ 
^^ in the hurry he was in, he had (huffled 
*' with the others through miftakej— • 
** which, pray madam," continued he, 
giving her a paper, " be pleafcd to pc* 
*♦ rufe, and tdl me whether honour and 
**juftice did not oblige me to take the 
** firft opportunity of cautioning you 
^^ againft the bafenefs and malice of a 
*' perfon, you might other wife, perhaps, 
** congde in, on matters of more confe- 
*' quence to your peace, than any thijUg on 
•* my account could be**' 

Mi(i. 
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' Mifs Betfy had no fooner taken the 
paper and looked on the fuperfcription, 
which was to Alderman Saving, than flic 
cried out, with great amazement, *• BItfs 
«<me! — this is Mifs Flora's hand.'* — 
<| J think, . faid Mr. Saving, that I might 
^^ fafely venture to affirm it upon oath, 
*^ having ofrtn fcen her writing, and have 
•« even fome of it at this.inftant by me, in 
«* a fong fhe copied for me, on my firft 
«« acquaintance with her 5 — but read, 
«• madam, purfued he, read the wicked 
•^fcroll, and fee the methods Ihe took to* 
«' prevail on a father to banilh from his 
••prcfence, and the kingdom, an only ^ 
<<Ton, and to trace that innocence and 
♦* virtue which fhe hated, bccaufe inca- 
*^ pabie of imitating.*' 

On this, Mifs Betfy trembling, between 
a mixture of furprize and anger, haftily 
unfolded the letter, and found in it thefc 
lines, wrote in the fame hand with the fu- 
perfcription : 

"Sir, 
'« THE real eftcem I have for all ' 
♦* perfons of honefty and probity, 
•* obliges me to give you this feafonable 
•* warning of the greateft misfortune that 
^^ can pofllbly befal a careful and a tender 
C 6 ^* parent. 
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<* parent, as I know you are ;-— but not 
«♦ to keep you in fufpence, — your fon^ 
•• Sir, — your only — your darling fon ! * 
" — that fon whom you have educated 
** with fo much tendernefs, and who is fo^ 
** defervedly dear to you, is on the verged 
<< of ruin : — his unhappy acquaintance 
^^ with Mr. Goodman's family has fubjeft* . 
*< ed him to the artifices of a young girl» 
<^ whofe little aflfairs are in the hands of 
^< that gentleman.— She is a great coquette^ 
*^ — - if I had faid, jilt too, I believe the ;. 
«* injuftice I fhould ^have done her cha* 
*^ rader would not have been much ; but 
^ as her ihare, either of fortune or repu- 
^^ tation, is very fmall, I cannot condema 
^^ her for putting in pradice all theftra* 
<< tagems in her power of fecuring to her-> 
" fdlf a future fettlement by marriage.— 
<< 1 fhould, fir, only be forry that the lot 
*< ihould fall upon your fon, as I know» 
** and the world acknowledges him to be 
*' a gentleman of much more promifing 
♦* expeftations- — It is, however, a thing 
** 1 fear too near concluded ; — he loves 
^* her to dtilradtion, — will venture eyery 
** thing for the gratification of his paflion : 
M -^ (he has a great deal of cunning, 
^« though little underllanding in things 
** more becoming of her fcx ; — fhe is 
•* gay, vain, and paflionately fond of 
•* gaming,, and all the cxpenCve diver- 

** fions 
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The confternation Mifs Bctfy was in, on 
reading this cruel invedtive, was fuch, as 
for fome moments deprived her of ihe 
power of f peaking. — Mr* Saving could 
neither wonder ac, nor blame fo juft a re- 
fentment, yet to mitigate it in part) he 
confefied to her a fecret, which, *tili chen» 
ibe had been wholly ignorant of. 

<< Though nothing, madam, faid he; 
<^ can excufe che crime fhe has been guilty 
•« of towards yoii, yet permit me to ac- 
** quaint you, that the malice is chiefly 
<« levelled againft me, and you are only 
♦« wounded through my fides.*' 

" How can that be ? cried fiie, Ihe 
•* does juftice to your charafter, while fhe 
*< defames mine in the moft barbarous 
" 43ianner." — ^^ Meer artifice, madam^ 
" anfwered he, to work my father to her 
** purpofe, as I will prcfcntty convince 
•* you.** 

He then told her, that before he ever 
had thfe honour of feeing her, he had 
treated Mifs Flora with fome gallantries; 
•' which, faid he, her vanity made her 
** take as the addrcflesof a fcrious paffion, 
«« 'all ihofc file found I afterwards made 
«* to you convinced her to the contrary. — 

•* Tills 
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^< This, madam, continued he, I am well 
-•* allured of by her laying hold of every 
*' opportunity to reproach my incon- 
** ftancy, as flic has termed it : — finding. 
•* how little I regarded all (he faid to mc 
<^ on that fcore, and ftill perfifted in my 
^* devoirs to you, ihe doubtlefs had re* 
^^" coarfe to this moft wicked ftratagem to 
<* cut me oflFfrom all hope, even though ic 
<' had been in my power to have inclined 
<♦ you to favour my fuit/' 



, ft 



Mifs Betfy found this fuppofition To 
reafonable, and fo conformable to the tern* 
per of Mifs Flora, that (he agreed with Mr. 
Saving in it.— She did not now wonder ac 
her wilhing to be revenged on him, but 
could not brook with patience the method 
flie took for being fo, and faid, that if Mr« 
Goodn[)an did not do her jullice on the 
author of fo infamous a libel, fhe would 
immediately quit the houfe, and chufe aa« 
other guardian. 

'* Hold, madam, faid he, I muft in* 
•* treat you will give me leave to remind 
** you of the confcquences that may pcf* 
•« (Tibly attend your taking fuch a ftep^— 
♦' I own with you, that treachery and ca- 
•' lumny, fuch as her's, cannot be too fc- 
•* verely cxpofcd and punilhed ; bur, 
^< madam, confider, that in order to do 

« this. 
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•* this, the atccident which brought the 
<< letter into my pofTcflion, and the oppor« 
<< tuniiy you have allowed me of prefent-^ 
*^ ing it to you, muft be made known, 
« the latter of which you may be confi- 
'^ dent (he would not fail to make fuch 
^< reprefentations of, as would not only 
*< hurt me, both with my father and my 
«^ wife, but alfo furnifh the nulicious 
«< world, too apt to judge by appearances^ 
*^ with fome pretence for caftinga blemilh 
•« on your own reputation.'* 

Thefe remonftrances had fome part of 
the effed they were intended for on the 
mind of Mifs Betfy, yet having an averfion 
to difllmutation, and not knowing whether 
fhe coulJ be able to conceal either her re» 
fentn^ent or the caufe of it, fhe cried out 
haflilvs without confidering what (he faid» 
•« Why then did you let me know the in- 
*• jury done me, fmce it is improper for 
'^ me to do any thing that might extort a 
♦* reparation ?** 

•• I could nor, madam, replied he, be- 
*« hold you harbouring a fnake in your 
*< bofom without warning you of the fting, 
** — I am certain the c ifmg you of my 
^* troublefome addrefles has beea no caule 
" of mortification ; and it was not that 

^ou ibould revenge what fhe has already 

•* done. 
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*f done, but to put you upon your guard 
*• againft any thing (he may h.rcaftcr at- 
•* tempt to do, that I refulvcd to ta: r the 
«* iirft opportunity of letting you fee what 
** fhc was capable of.** 

Mifs E;:tfy was by this time fullv per- 
fwaded by his arguments, but cou^d not 
forbear complaining of the difficuhy \t 
would be to her to look, or fpeak civi:ly9 
to fleep in the fame bed, or behave in any 
refpeft as ihe had been accuflomed, ta» 
wards fo unworthy a creature ; — ihc. 
thanked him, however, for his good inten- 
tions to htr, and before they parted, pro« 
xnifcd to follow his advice, if it were only» 
as ihe faid^ in confideration, that to aft in 
a different manner might be a prejudice to 
bis domeftic peace. 



^„ ^«4«.<f I 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Has vtry little in ity heftda a collegian (tfUiterif 
frme cf which are much to thepurpofej otben 
lefsfi. 

MISS Betfy, after having taken leave 
of Mr. Saving, went to the apart* 
mcnt of her friend, where (he ftaid fupper, 
DOC becaufe (he was at that tinie capable of 
bebg entertained, either with the elegancies 
of the table, or the company, which hap- 
pened to be pretty numerous ; but merely 
to amufe and recover herfelf froni the 
ihock, which the late difcovcry of Mifs 
Flora's infidelity had given her* 

On her coming home, (he found the 
family not yet gone to bed, though it was 
then near one o'clock. — Mr. Goodmaa 
was in high good humour, and faid to her, 
•* Mifs Betfy, you have loft fome hours of 
** contentment by being abroad, — Mr. 
** Trueworth has been here, and did us 
«* the favour to pafs the whole evening 
" with us ; but that is not all, — three 
** letters have been left for you, — two of 
*' them came by the poft, and are, I 
^ know^ by the fuperfcription, from Mr. 

" Francis 
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*.* Francis Thought1e&, and Lady Trufty : 
«< — the odier I am informed was 1^ 
** for you by a portery but your curiofity 
** muft wait for thefe, — I have ftill 
«J better news for you, — your eldeft 
*« brother, Mr. Thomas Thoughtlefs, is 
*' coming home, — I have received a letter 
^< from him, which tells me he has finiihed 
*^ his tour, and we fhall foon have him 
«< among us. — See». continued be, whai 
•* he fayt/' 

In fpeaking thefe words, he took tht 
letttr out of his pocket, and gave her tp 
jread :^ii contained thefe lines r 

To Mr. GooDMAH# 



[ ^ Worthy S^r, 

• I HAVE been for upwards of a month 
detained on a party of pleafure, at 
the chateau of Monfieur le Marquis de 
St. Amand, fo was not fo happy to re- 
ceive yoort of the feVehth and twcnty- 
fccond inftant, 'tiil yefterday, when I 
returned to Piiris, — I thSftk you f^r 
the long and particular account you give 
me of thofc affairs which are entrufted 
to your care.— As to what you tell me 
concerning my brother Frank's having 
left the uhivcrfity, I am not forry for 
. ir, nor can at all wonder, that' i young 
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• fellow of his metal (hould be willing to 
< exchange the hopes of a micre for a 

• truncheon.— I have not heard from him 

• fincc I Icfi Florence, but believe it is. 

♦ owing to tiis want of knowing where to 

• dired to me, my ftages afterwards hav- 

• ing been pretiy uncertain ; but finding 
^ by your.> that he is now with Sir Ralph 

* Trufty, .hall acco.npany a letter I am 
« obliged to fend t . *hat gentleman, with 

* one to him. — I forgive my fitter's not 

• writing vhen you did, as you give mc 

* fpme hints fhe is likely foon to become 
^ a bride : -^ a matter, I confcfs, fufficient 

* to engrofs the whole thoughts of a young 

• lady, be pleafed to affure her of my 

* good wilhes in this, and all other events, 

* — As you fay (he has two very advan-^ 

* tageous ofifers, I flatter myfelf, through 
^ your good advice and infpe&ion, (he 
;« will take the beft. 

^ In my laft, I mentioned fomewhat of 
^ a defign I had, to pafs a few months in 
^ the fouthem parts of this kingdom ; but 
^ I have fince changed my mim], and am 
^determined on returning to my nadve 

* country with all poflible expedition ; — 

* 1 believe you may expeft me in three 

• or four weeks at f^theft. — If, fir, you 
^ could within that time hear of a houie» 
! agreeably fituated, for my ufe, I flioukl 

* efteem 
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eftcem it as a connderable addition to ■ 
the favours our family, and tnyfdf in 
particular, have received from you 
met the death of our dear father. — I m 
ihould approve of St. James*s Square, 
if rents arc not too exorbitant ; tor in 
that cafe a houfe in any of the adjoining 
ftreets muft content me : -^ I would not 
willingly exceed an hundred, or an hun- 
dred and ten pounds per annum ; but 
would be as near the park and palace as 
poITible. 

m 

^ * I kifs Lady Mellafin'a and her fair 
* daughter's hand's, and am, 

f With very great rcfpcft, 

« S I F, 

^ Your moft obliged, 

* And moft obedient fervant* 

* T, Thoughtless,* 

Mifs Betfy was very glad to find a 

rothcr, who had now been near five years 

jroad, was at lall coming home, and 

luch more fo, that he intended to fet up 

lioufekeeping in London, becaufe, as 

fdoubting not he would be pleafed to have 

her with him, flic would Have a fair pre- 
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tcnce for quitting Mr. Goodman's houfe, 
and the locicty of Mifs Flora^ who had 
now rendered herfelf fo irkfomc to her. \ 

This did not hinder her, however, 
from reproaching Mr. Goodman for hav- 
ing mentioned to her brother any thing 
in relation to her lovers ; — " You fcc^ 
" Sir, faid (he, that the One of them has 
^^ already abandoned me, and you Will 
^^ alfo fee, in a fhort time, that the odier 
** will be little the better for his rival's re* 
5« fignation.'* 

To this Mr* Goodman pleafandy re- 
plied, that whatever (he pretended at pre- 
lent, he believed better things from her 
good fcnfe, and the merits of Mr. True- 
worth ; to which Mifs Betfy, unwilling to 
prolong the converfation, only told him, he 
would find himfelfmiftaken, and ran baftily 
up flairs, to examine the contents of thofe 
letters, which, (he had heard, lay on her 
toilet, ready for her propofal. — The firft 
(he broke open was from Mifs Forward, 
knowing it to be her's by the hand, and 
eager to fee the event of a fate, which, by 
the hidory (he had given her, had appeared 
fo doubtful. 



To 
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To Mifs BEl'sy Thoughtless* 



c 



€ 



Dear Mifs Bctfjr, 

* SINCE I iiiw you I have been driven 
to the lad derpair : -— the kind fupply 

* fou left with me was quite exhaufted, 
^ and I mud infallibly have perifhed, 
^ through want of the common neceflfaries 
1 of life, and the cruel ufage of my mer« 

< cenary landlady, if my poor aunt in the 
^ country had not fent me a little prefenc, 
^ which for a fmall fpace of time afforded 
^ relief, but accompanied with the melan* 

< choly account that my father was inex- 
^ orable to her perfuafions, — would not 

• hear of my return to L— — — e, and 

♦ vowed never to fee me wore^ or own 

* me for his child : — foon was I again 

* reduced to the lowed ebb of milcry j — 

♦ had fcarce fufficient to furnifli the' pro- 

* vifions of another day, and was even 
^ threatened to be turned out of doors by 

• the inhuman hag, who I very well re* 

* member, you faid, had her foul piflured 

• in her countenance 5- — but, my. dear 

< friend, in the midft, of this diftrefs, and 

* when Ithought no human help was near, 
^ my affairs took a mod fudden and unex* 

• peded turn.— Fortune threw in my way 
-^ a kinfman of my mother's, whom I had 
t never feen, or even heard of before ; — - 
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* he cotnpaflionated my c^.Umitous condi- 

* tion, — removed mc trom that dirmal 

* place, allows me a handfome maince- 

* nance, and has promifed to continue it^ 
^ 'till nature, and the endeavours of my 
^ good aunt, ihall work my father to a 

* more gentle temper. • ^ 

^ I long to fee you, and would hliire 
^ waited on you to return the money yda 

* were fo kind to lend me, but knew not 
^ whether it were proper for me to do fb^ 

< as I am wholly unacquainted with the£i« 
« mily where you are. — A vifit from yov 

< would therdfore now be doubly agree- 
^ able, as I am lodged in a houfe iefs un^ 

* worthy to receive you, than that wretched 
« one to which I before took the liberty 
? to make you an invitation. 

< You may now find me at Mr. Screener's^ 

* the very next door to the Bedford-Head, 

< in Tayiftock ftreet, in Covenc-garden, 

< where, I flatter myfelf, your good-nature 

* will foon bring you to her, who is im- 

* patient for that happineb, and will al- 
f ways be, dear Mifs Betfy, 

* Your very afie&ionate^ 

I And mofl: bumble fervan^ 

t Ai Forward^ 
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« P.S. I had forgot to tell you that I am 

* every Friday engaged at my above- 
« mentioned good coofin's, and Ihould 
« never have forgiven mvfelf, if, by this 

* omillion, you had lou your laoour,, 

* and I the pleafure of your company/ 

Mifs Betfy, who little doubted the fin- 
ccrity qf this epiftlct was very much 
touched with it, and refolved jto comply 
with the invitation it contained, in a fhort 
time. — She now began to grow pretty 
fleepy, and would, probably, have deferred 
the perufal of the other two letters, 'till 
next morning, if Mifs Flora had not come 
up to go to bed : — to avoid, therefore, 
entering into any convcrfation with her, 
ihe tooK up the firft that came to hand, 
and found the contenu as follows : 

To Mifs Bbtsy Thoughtless. 

• My dear fitter, 

« AS Mr, Goodman's endeavours for 
« procuring me a commiflTion have not 

• yet been attended with the defired 

• fuccefs, I have been pr^v^iled upon by 
< the (bllicitations of my friends, to give 

them my promife of palHog fomc pare 

• of the hunting feafon in h ■■ ■ - e^ 

f fp (hall not & you fo loon as my laft 
, VouIL D fought 



« 
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might make you cxpeft ; — but I win 
not diifemble fo far as to tell you, thac 
to ^ve you this information is the chief 
motive of my writing to you at prefcnt : 

— no, my dear. Bttfyl it is one of 
much more confequence that now di- 
redls my pen. — It is to give you fuch 
remonstrances, as, I fear, you ftaod but 
in too much need of, to betvare how you 
diffegard the fmiles of fortune, and be- 
come the enemy of your own happinefe. 

— I received a letter yefterday from 
Mr. Trucworth ; — he complains fadly 
of my ftaying in the couatry, and fcems 
to think my prefencc necelTary for the 
advancement of his courtlbip to you. -»- 
I fhall be always glad to be obliged by 
you on any fcore, but extremely ferry 
to find my interefts with you, as a bro- 
ther, fliould have more effeft on you 
than your own reafon, and the merits of 
one of the moft dei'erving men on earth. 

— I have no pretence to claim any au* 
thofity over you by the ties of blood, 
but may certainly flatter myfelf with 
having fome influence over you as ^ 
friend, — e^nough at leaft, I hope, to 
to prevail oi) you to confider ferioufly on 
this matter, and am jperfwaded, that if 
you^once bring yourfelf to: do fo, Mr. 

f Trueworth wiU want no other advocate 
t to pl(iad bifr^uft, thim your own under* 

f Handings 
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Handing. — « I am willing to believe the 
affu^nce you gave me in your laft, of 
your heart being free from any imprcf- 
fion yet endeavoured to be made upon 
it ; did I think otherwife, I (hould bd 
entirely filent on this occafion. — I would 
be far» my dear fifter, from opposing 
your inclinations, I would only wilh to 
dhred them where there is a prdped: of 
the moft felici4y: — - let me conjure 
you, therefore, to open your unpreju- 
diced eyes, nor be wilfully blind to the 
good intended for you by your better 
ftars. — As you can never expedt pro- 
pofals of more advantage, than thofe 
the love of Mr. Trueworch has inclined 
hint to make you, I may be pretty con- 
fidmt, that you have not a friend in 
the world, who would not highly con* 
demn your want of giving due attcn^ 
tion to it. —Forgive the warn^th with 
which I exprefs myfeif, as it fprings 
from the finccreft zeal for the eftablilh^ 
mcnt of your intereft and happinefs, than 
which nothing is more at the heart of 
him, who is, 

♦ With the mofi tcnd^er regard, 
« Dear fiffer, 
« Your very afFe^ionate friend,. 
f And brother, 

* F. Thoughtless.* 

D 2 ' Wh\V^ 
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While Mifs Betfy was reading thefc let* 
terS) Mifs Flora, who immediately fol* 
lowed her into the chamber, would faiii 
have interrupted her by one impertinent 
queftion or another : but receiving no an* 
fwer to any thins (he faid^ gave over fp^ak- 
ing, and went^diredly to bed ; and Mi^ 
Beefy breaking open the third and kft 
letter ihe had to perufe, found it contained 
as follows : 

To Mifs Betsy Thoughtless* 
« My dear Mifs Betfy, 

« I HAD wrote to you before, if I had 

• not been prevented by an infiamma* 

• cion in my eyes, which, for fome time 

• paft, has rendered my pen of no ufc 
^ to me, and I did not chufe to employ 

• an amanuenfis in what I have to fay 

• to you, but now take the firft oppor- 

• tunity, being fomewhat better, or giv* 

• ing you that advice, which, it may be 

• reafonably fuppofed, a perfon of your 

• years arid experience of the world may 
^ lland in need of ; or, if not fo, will bus 
« of Ibme fervice in corroborating the 
« good fentiments you arc already infpir'd 

• with. 



It 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 53 

• It was with an extreme concern I 
heard what happened on yotr accouitC 
at Oxford, and hope you have fo well 
reflefted pn the danger you were in, the 
cdnfequences that attended it, and how 
much worfe might probably have en- 
fued, as to be ever fince more circum- 
fpeft and careful with what companj, 
you truft yourfelf. — I am far from re- 
proaching you with the efFcdls of an 
accident altogether unforefeen, and ini- 
pofiible ro bcr even gueflld at by you, 
but would beg you to keep always iii 
your mind, that whit h^s been, may, 
fome time or other, be again i and that 
repeated inadvertencies may make hea- 
ven weary of co tinuing its proteftion ; 
— but, my dear Mifs Betfy, it is not 
in my apprehenfions of your own cbn- 
duft, that the greateft part of my fear 
for you confifts ; — the world, al^is! 
and more particularly the place you live 
in, affords but too many wi etcher; of 
both fexes, who make it their bufirefs 
to entrap unwary innocence, and the 
moft fair pretences, are often thecove^; 
to the mofl foul defigns ! — there ^ro 
fo many daily inftances of the ftritflcft 
caution not being always a 'Ibfficient 
fecurity againft the fnares laid for oi r 
deftrudion, that I look ta it as hiff a 
D 3 miracle. 
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* miracle, when a young woman, hand' 
« fome, and expofcd as you are, efcapcs 

* unprejudiced, either in her virtue or 

* reputation. — Confider, my dear childn 

* you have no tender mother, whofe pre- 
^ cepts and example might keep you 

* ftcady in the paths of prudence j — no 

* father, whofe authority might awe the 

* daring libertine from any injurious at- 
' tack 5 and are but too much miftrefs of 

* fburfelf . — In fine, thus environed with 

* temptations, I fee no real defence for 
^ 70U but in a good huiband. — I have 
« ever condemned rufhing too early into 

* marria^^ and of rilking for the fake 

* of one convenience, the want, perhaps^ 
' of a thoufand others ; but when an oner 

* happens to be made, equally honourable 
^ and advantageous, and which affords an 

* almoft aflured profpeft of every thjng 

* neceflary to complete the happinefs of 

* ,tbat ftate, it cannot be too foon in lijfe 

« aiicepted. — I hear with pleafure, that aa . 
« offer, fuch as I have been defcribing, i^ 

* now prefented to you, and it would give 

* me an adequate concern to hear that you 

* had rejefted it. — I need not tell you 
•I mean Mr. Trueworthj for though 

* there be ipany pihers who make theic 
^ ^ddreffes to you on the fame fcore, yet 

* J am entirely ignorant of every thing rc- 

* lating to them-, but I an? wcU affured, 

♦not 
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« not only by your brother's teftitnony, 

* but by feveral gentlemen of this county t 
^ that in the fortune, perfon> and amiable 

* qualities of that gentleman are com- 
! prifed all that you either can, or ought 
^ to wifli in a bulband : — trifle not thea 

* with a heart fo deferving of youi — 

* Icruple not to become a wife, yvhea 
^ merit, fuch as bis, invites, and fo many 

* reafons concur to urge you to confcnt. 

* — Believe me, there is more true felicity 

* in the finccre and tender friencifhip of 

* one man of honour, than in a1 the flac- 
« tering profeffions of a thoufand cox- 

* combs. — I have much more to fay to 
« you on this head, but (hall defer it, ^till 

* you let me know with what kiadof fou- 
^ timents it is that.you regard the gentle*- 
^ man I hav<; been fpeaking of, which I 
^ beg ycMi wili do wiibout difguife: -^ be 
^ fatisfied that the fecret of your real iiw 
^ dinations will be as fafe in my keeping 

!. as your own, and that i am, - 

« With the moft perfedl amity» 
^MydearMifsfietfjr, 
* Yoqr conftant friend^ 
* And humble fervant, 

I>4' The 
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The time of night did not permit Mifi 
Bctfy to give thefe letters all the attention 
which the writers of them, doubtlcfs, dc- 
fired Ihe fhould do ; but (he locked then) 
careful in her cabinet, refolving to con- 
fider the purport of them more ferioufly 
before Ihe returned any anfwer. 
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SifV/i as a Supplement to the former. 

THE next morning Mi(s Flora opened 
her lips almoil as foon as (he did hei 
eycs^ to talk to Mifs Betfy on the defigi^ 
Ihaf had been agreed upon between thenit 
the day before, in relation to Mr. Staple. 
— She told her, (he had employed net 
whole thoughts about it ever iince, and 
that (he had* found out a way of introdu^ 
cing the difcourfe, fo as to give him no 
futpicion that (he came from her, ye^ at 
the fame time take away all his apprehen- 
lions of her being in love with Mr. Trtie* 
worth ; . and added, that (he would go to 
his lodgings immediately after breakfaft. 

•* Indeed, (replied Mifs Betfy fullenly) 

*^ you fliaji da no fuch thing^j— I do not 

J* '•caw 
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•* care what his-apprthenfiofis arr, or any 
«* one's elfc -, — the men may all think and 
^ do as they will, — I (hall not fill my 
** mind with any ftuff about themV* — 
^^ Heyday, cried Mifs Flora, a good deal 
«< fhoCked at tlus fudden turn, what wh'-m 
*• has got poflfeflSon of you now ?•* ** The 
<< whim you endeavoured to poflefs me 
<< with, faid Mils Betfy Icomfully, would 
^* have been a very ridiculous c ne I am 
«« fure;— ^but I have coniidered better oa 
«* it, and defpife fuch foolifli fancies. *• — 
•* Good -lack, returned the other, you are 
•* grown wonderous wife methinkf, — 
<* at leaft imagine yourfelf fo; — but I 
•* ihali go to Mr. Staple for all this, — 
•* I cannot bear that he (hould think you 
«• arc in love with Mr, Trueworth.** — ** I 
•« know no bufinefs, faid Mifs Bctfy, in a 
«« haughty tone, you have either with my 
«* love or hate ; and I dcfire, for the fu- 
<*ture, you will forbear uoubling your 
•• head in my afifairs." 

Mife Flora then told her, that what fhe 
had offfefcd was meerly in regard to her 
reputation, and then ran over again all 
the arguments (he had urged, in order t> 
prevail pn her to come into the mcafures 
(he pr6polcd; — bit whatever Ihe fold, 
ci her in the wheedling or remopftrating 
accent, was equaly. inelfedtual, the othtr 
D 5 itt^^\^'A 
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remained firm in her refolution, and be- 
haved in a manner fo different from what 
Mifs Flora had ever fcen her do before, 
that (he knew not what to think of it«r-* 
Having her own reasons, however, .td 
bring her, if poflible, to a lefs grave ¥sa]f 
of thinking, (he omitted nothing in the 
ipower of artifice, that (he imagined 
might be conducive to that end. — - All 
the time they were rifing, -— all the time 
they were dreffing, did (he continue to 
labour on this fcpre, without being able 
fo obtam any other anfwers to what 0ie 
iaid, than fuch as were peremptorily. in 
the negative. 

4t iS certain, that Mifs Bctfy was of fb 
loft and tradable a difpofition, that half 

- the arguments Mifs Flora had alledged^ 
would, at another tim^, have won her to 
confent to things of much greater confc- 
quence than this appeared to be ; but the 
difcovery (he had the day before made.oif 
her deceit, and the little gcod-will flic 
had towards her^ gave her fufiicicnr rea- 
fon to apprehend, that (he had fome fur- 
ther defigns than (he pretended in this pro- 
jed, though of what nature it could be 
was not in hjer power to conceive. — The 
thing in difpute ieemed to htr extremely 

r^iiJing in itftrif, but the eagernefs with 
which ^he ifr^«iBcafcd j» it, by a jperfon ^ 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 59 

of %hoie treachfiy fiie had fo flagrant a 
proof, convinced her, that (he ought not 
^on any account to acquiefce. 

Mife flora, on the other hand, was dif- 
concerted beyond n^cafurc at this gnex- 
peAed change in Mife Becf/s humotrr, of 
which Ihe 'was as tittie aUc to divine the 
caufe, as the other was to gtiefs the de- 
fign ihc had formed i but determining to 
aecoonplSAi her point, if pofliI)Ie| at any 
rate, me endeavpured all me coiih! to dif- 
ieinble^ her chi^rin, and ftili affected a 
mighty regard for -^e lH)nour of Mifs 
Betfy, tetiing her ftte was refolved tq ferve 
Iter whether 4he would or not^ and that 
how much foertr fhe difapproved it, ihe 
fliould purfue her iirfl: intention, and un- 
iJccei^ Mr, Staple in the opinion he had, 
of her being fo filly as to fall in love with 
Mr. True worth. 

Mifs Betfy on hearing this, and not 
doubting but (he would do as (he had 
faid, turned towards^ her, and looking; full 
upon her, with a countenance compofed 
enough, but which had yet in it fome- 
what between the ironical andfevere, re- 
plied in thefe terms : — -" Since you are 
♦* ib much bent, faid (he, on making a 
«^ vifit to Mr. Staple, far be it from me, 
^ Mifi Flora, to deprive that gentleman 
D 6 of 
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t« of the favour you intend him, provide 
'• you give me your promife, in the pn 
*^ fence of Mr. Goodman^ and he will i: 
•* your fecurity for the performance oi i 
*^ that you will mention neither my luuc 
*9 npr that of Mr. Truewortb, and abo^ 
** all, that you will not pretend %p hai 
** any knowledge of affiurs you never lun 
•' "been uuftcd with.'f 

However inconliderate^ or incautiou 
Mi^ Betfy may zppcsir to the render^ ; 
to her condu£^ in general, it muft be a 
knowledged» that at this time flie ih€w< 
an uncommon prefence of mind. — Th 
was, indeed, the only way to put a fto; 
and qualh at once that Icheme, which fa 
falfe friend had formed to do her a re 
prejudice, under the pretence of fervii 
her. 

Tt is not in words to exprefs the co 
fufi>n Mifs Flora was in, on hearing M 
Betfy fpeak in this manner. — Bold 
.;ibe was by. nature, and habituated 
repartee^ (be had not now the power of t 
tering one word : innocence itfelf, wh 
over- awed by authojicy, (;ould not ha 
ftood more daunted and abafhed, wh 
the other, with a carelefs air, added, • 
^* Asfoon AS we go down flairs I fli 

*^fpe 
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'^ fpcak O) Mr. Goodman about this mac^ 



Whether Mifs Bctfy really intended ta 
put this menace in execution, or not^ is 
uncertain; tor Mifs Flora recovering her 
fpirits, and her cunning at the fame time* 
anedcd to burft into a vtolenc Bt of 
laughter, — *' Mr Goodman ! faid fhc ; 
mighty pretty* indeed ! — you would 
trouble Mr, Goodman with the litdc 
imperrinences we talk on between our- 
fclvcs ! but do fo, if you think proper, 
** — I (hall tell him the truth, that I 
** made this propolal to you only to try 
** you, and but a^cd the fccond part of 
what Mr. Chatfrce had begun. — You 
' did not imagine fure, (continued llie> 
s** with a malicious f*ieer) that I loved you 
t** fo well, that for your fake I would 
hazard my perfon and reputation, by 
** goi^g to ^cc a young gay fellow at his 
** own lodgings,'* 



** As for that," cried Mifs Beify, with 
a look as contempaious as Ihe could pof- 
fibly alfume, " I am equally well ac- 
" qainted |with the mocJeLty and fine* 
■* ivy of Mifs Flora, and know how to 

'* fet a juft value upon both^**. In 

fpeaking thcfe words, having no* got on 
her cioathSj Ihc flung out of the room 

without 



L^ 
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vithouC ftaylng to hear vhat aUifwcr die 
other would have made. 

After this, thcfe two high fpitics h^ 
little intercourle, never fpeaidng to ead» 
other, but on fuch common affairs at 
were unavoidable between perfons V9^ 
lived in the fame houfe, cat at the iMot 
cabk, and lay in the fame bed.«-*How 
Mils Flora emploved her thoughts wiH 
very (hortly b^ feen, but we muft firft 
examine what effeftsthefe late occurrences 
had on the mind of Mifs Betfy. 

Young as (he was, flic might be faid to 
have ieen a great deal of the world i and 
as fhe had a fine underftanding, and ft 
very juft notion of things, wanoed only to 
feflefb on the many follies and deceits 
which ibme of thofe who call themielveS 
the beau monde are guilty oF, to be enabled 
to defpife them. — The laft letter flie had^ 
received from Lady Trufty m^de a ftrong 
impreflion on her, and cafting a retro* 
fpeft on feveral paft tranfaAions (he had 
been witnefs of, as well as thofe (he had 
been concerned in herfelf, b^an to won* 
4kr at, and condemn the vanity of bdng 
pleafed with fuch ihadowy things : ~- 
fuch fleeting, unfubftaotiol delights, ac* 
con^panicd with noife and hurry in tbie 

>ffciBo|fi, And a^tefided wifh wearineA 

and 
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And vexation of %irit. -^^ A tnoltiplicit/ 
of admirers firemed now to her a^ifbng 
this pumber :-"her Ibul confefled^ that to 
encourage the addrefles Of a fop^ was both 
dangerous wd ti^yi and to flatter wkk 
, vain hopes the (incere pafSon of a man 
of honqur^ was equally ungpnerou; and 
cruel. 

Theie confiderations were very favouN 
able to Mr. Trueworth :— »fhe ran through 
every particular of that gentleman's cha« 
rafter and behaviour^ and could find no- 
thing which Qould make her (land excufed 
even to herfelf, for continuing to ucat 
him with the little ferioufnefs (he had hi» 
therto done. 

" What then fliall I do with him V* 
«« faid fbe to herfeU. Mutt I at once dif- 
«« card him, — defire him to defift his 
♦* viffts, and tell him I am determined 
'«« never to be his ! — or muft I refolvc 
«* to think of marrying him, and hence- 
«« forward entertain him, as the man who 
•* is really ordained to be bne day mj 
** hulband t — I have ^t prcfcnt rather an 
*« averfion, than an inclination to a wed- 
♦♦ ded ftatej yet if my mind (hould alter " 
•« in this point, where fhall I find a part- 
*« ner fo qualified to make me happy ia 
Hit?_lD^t yet, continued ftie, to be- 

♦* come 



64 THE HISTORY OF 

<* come a matron at my years, ts what 
•* I cannot brook the tho\;ghcs of i— if he 
** loves me, he muft wait,— it will be fuf-' 
<< ficient to receive the addreflet of no 
«* other : but then how (hall I refufe thofe 
*« who IhaU make an offer of them, with* 
«< out giving the workl room to befievcl 
•* am prc-cng^ed ?** 

Thus did Ihe argue with herfelf,— the 
dilemma appeared hard to her, but what 
was the refult of her reafoning, will 
beft appear in the anfwer (he fent to Lady 
Trufty's letter, which was in the following 
terms : 

To Lady TRtisxy. 

* Madam, 

* I RBCEivBD the honour of yours, and 

* rn:erely thank you for the good wi(bes 
« and advice contained in it : be afiured, 
< madam, I have a juft fenfe oi the value 

* I ought to fet upon them, and (hall 

* henceforth do the utmost in my power 

* to dcferve it. . I have, indeed, 

^ no parent to dir^d, and but few faith- 
^ful friends to guide me through the 

* perplexing labyrinth of life. 1 con- 

* tefs, I have been too often mifled by 

* the prevalence of example, and my 

* own idle caprice j — it is therefore the 

•* Wghcft 
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higheft charity to (hew me to myfelf. 
— I row fee, and am afhamed of the 
many inadvertencies I have been guilty 
of —The dangers which a voung wo- 
man, like me, muft neceflkrily be conti- 
nually expofed to, appear to me, from 
what you lay of them, in their proper 
colours, and convince me, that no pef- 
fon of underftanding would condemn 
me, if to avoid fo many threatened ills, 
I flew to that afylum your ladyfhip has 
mentioned. — I will own to you jet 
farther, madam, that I am not inkn* 
(ibie of the merits of Mr. Truewprth, 
nor of the adj^antages, which would at- 
tend my acceptance 6f his -propofals; 
but I know not how it is, I cannot all 
at once bring myfelf into a liking of 
the marriage ftate. — - Be aflured of this^ 
that I never yet have feen any man, 
whom my heart has been more mclined 
to favour, and that, at prefent, I nei- 
ther receive, nor defire the addrefle^ of 
any other.— There is no anfwering for 
events, but, in the way of thinking I 
now am, it feems not improbable, that 
I (hall one day comply with what my 
friends take fo much pains in perfwad- 
ing me to. — In the mean time, I bc- 
fcech you to believe I (hall rqgulate my 
condua, fo as to eale you of^all thofe 

• apprc- 
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* appreheofions you arc fo gpod to eheert 
^ tain on my account. I am, 

• With a profound rdpcft^ 

* Madhm, 

• Your ladyfliip's rnoft obliged 

* And moft devoted fervan^ , 

•E. Trouchtlmi.' 

Mifs Betfy alio anfwerM her brother't 
letter at the famb time i but tbe purport 
of it being much the ikme with tW ih«; 
¥frote to I^^ Trufty, there ia no occafioi| 
for infertihg it. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Sitms to hring things pntty mtnr a ancluJUih 

MISS Betfy was now in as happy a 
difpoficion as any of her triendSt 
or even Mr. Trucworth himfclf could de- 
firc: — (he liftcn'd to the confirmations 
he was every day giving her cf his paf- 
fion^ with the greatefl: affabilityy and 
much more ferioufnefs and attention, than 
&e had been accul{om'd.-^l he quarrel 
ihe bad with Mi& Fiora making her wil- 
ling to avoid her as much as poffible, he 
was frequently alone with her whole hours 
together, and bad all the opportunities he 
could wifh of cultivating the eftecm, Ihc. 
made no fcruple of confefling fhe had 
for him. — As Mr. Staple was now gone 
out of town, purfuant to the refolution 
he had taken, and no other rival, at ieaft 
pone encouraged by Mifs Betfy, had as 
]fjet feconded him, he had all the reafoa 
m the world to flatter himfclf, that the 
accbmpliihpient of his wiflies were n^t far 
^xftant« 
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Playst — operas, •-- and malquerai)0 
were now beginning to come into vogm 
and he had the fatisfaAion to iee his ml 
trefs refufe whatever tickets were offere 
her for thofe diverfions, by any of tl 
gentlemen who vifited Lady Mellafin, an 
at the fame time readily agreed to accoo 
pany him to thofe, or any other pubt 
entertainments} whenever he requefted thi 
favour of hen 

Mifs Betfy's behaviour in this pqir 
however, had more the air, than the re 
lity of kindnefs to Mr. Trucworthi f 
in tfftA it was not becaufe flie would n 
accept of tickets from any other perfi 
than himfelf* but becaufe they were ofi^ 
by gentlemen of Lady Mella(in*s acquai 
tanccj and coniequently, in refpeft to ft« 
Mifs Flora bad the fame in the invicadq 
with whom Ihe was determined nef 
more to be feen abroad. 

This required fome fort of contrivaq 
to be managed in fuch a manner as 
give no umbrage to Mr.Goodman or Li^ 
Meliafin, for the former of whom (he h 
always a very great efteem, tod did li 
chule to afford the latter any caufe 
complaint againfl: her, while (he continu 
to live in the fame houfe. -— The metb 

i 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS, 69 

[he took therefore to avoid a thing lo dif- 
i^eeable to her» and at the faoie time to 
give no occaGon of. offence, was always 
to make choice of one diverfion, when 
(he knew Mifs Flora was pre-engaged to 
mother. 

.To partake of thtfe pleafures, which 
Nir. Trueworth, feeing into her tempers, 
was almoft every day prefendng, (he in- 
vited Ibmetimes one lady, fomecimes an- 
other of thofe flie convericd with, ; but the 
peribn who mod frequently accompanied 
ner, was Mifs Mabel, a young lady, who 
lived in the next ftreet, and whoip (he 
had been acquainted with ever fince her 
coming to London, but had not been al- 
together fo agreeable to her; asi ihe really 
defervedy and otberwife would have been* 
if Lady Mellafin and Mils Flora had not 
reprefented her as a prying, cenforious, ii^ 
natur'd creature, and, in fine, given her 
all the epithets which compofe the charter 
of a prude. 

She was, indeed, both in principles and 
behaviour, the very reverie of Mils Fiorai 
— 0ie was modeft without affectation, 
'— rcfcrved without aufterity»— chearful 
without levity, -~ conopafflonate and be* 
Qcvolentin her nature,-^ and, to crown 
•U, was perfeAly finccrc » — Mils Betfy 
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had never wanted penetration enoush 
fee» and to admire the amiable qualities 
this young lady, nor had been at all i 
fluenced by the charadler &ven of her 1 
Lady Mellafm' arid Mifs Flora, but beii 
herfelt of too gay and volatile a tempi 
the more ferious deport^nent of the ok 
gave fomewhat of a check to ber'8» a 
fcr that reafon rcnder'd her fcciety J 
coveted by her. — The letter of La 
Trufty, however, joined to the late ao 
dents which bad happened, having jy 
given her a turn of mind vaftly diffen 
from what it had been a very little tir 
Jbefore, made her now prefer the conver 
tioh of Mifs Mabel to moit others of 1 
acquaintance. 

This young lady having been often 
Mr. Trueworth's company, with M 
Beefy, faw enough into him to be affitf 
the paflion he profeffed for her was pt 
fe£Uy honourable and fincere ; and as i 
had a real aflPcftion for her fair friend, ai 
thought it a match greatly to her a^a 
tage, was perpetually remonftrating to b 
that (he could not treat with too mu 
complaifance, a lover fo every way i 
fcrving of her. 

.It is certain, that what ihe faid on tl 
fcttc, had fome weight with Mifs Beth 



/ 
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Mr. Goodman alfo was every day admo* 
jailhing her in behalf of Mr. Trueworth, as 
he thought it his duty fo to do, both as her 
guardian and her friend.— In fine, never 
vas a heart ipore belet,-— more forced, as 
it were, into tender fentiments than that 
of this young lady:— -firft by the merit* 
and afllduities of the paflionate invader, 
and next by the perfwafion of all thofe^ 
who fhe had any reafon to believe had her 
intcrcft in view, and wifh'd to fee her 
happinefs eftablifii'd. 

Enemy as (he was by nature to ferious 
refleftion^ on any account, much more oo 
that of marriage, every thing now conr 
tributed to compel her to iti fhe could 
not avoid feeing and confeffing within 
herfelf, that if ever fhe became a wiftt, the 
title could not be attended with more fen« 
city, than when conferred on her by a per* 
f&D of Mr. Trueworth's fortune, charafter, 
and difpofition. 

She was one day alone, and in a very 
confiderative mood, when a letter was 
brought to her, which ike was told came 
by the penny rpofts as ihe was not ac» 
cuftomed to receive any by, that carriage^ 
it pretty much furprife'd her, but much 
more To, when having haftily opened \tp 
ibc found the'contf^ts as follows : ' 

Tq 
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To Miss Betsy Thoughtless. 

« Madam, 

* I T is wich an incxprcfliblc concernl 

* that I relate to you a thing, which I 

< am but too fenfible will give you funic 

< difquiet, nor couid have prevailed with 

• myfelf on any terms to have done if, 

• were it not to prcferve you from fallins 

< into much greater affliction than the di^ 
^ covery I am about to maice, can pofliblj 

• inflift : - — but not to keep you in firf- 

♦ pence, — you are courted by a gen- 

• tleman whofe name is Trueworth : — 

• he is recommended by your brother, 

* who, alas! knows him much lefs than 

♦ he imagines: — ^ be has indeed a large 
^ eftate, and does not want accomplim- 

• ments to endear him to the fair fex : ^~ 

* I wi(h he had as much intrinfic honour 

• and finccrity to defer ve, as he has per- 
^ fonal endowments to acouire the fa- 

♦ vours fo lavjflily beftowed upon him. 

• I hope, however, you have not been 

♦ fo much deceived by the innocence of 

* your own heart, and the fancied inte- 

• grity of his, as to be fo diftradedjy In 
^ love with him, as he has the vanity to 
^boaft, and your conroanion and fup- 

* pofed friend, Mifs Mabel, reports you 
/M-c; — if hii defigns upon you are 

^ • fuch 
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iuch as they ought to be, he is at lead 
afhamed to corifefs they are fo ; and the 
lady I juft mentioned, whifpers it in all 
companies, that a marriage with yaq is 
<Df all things in the world the fartheft 
from his thoughts. — fHe plainly fzys^ 
that he but trifles with you, Mil your 
brothers come to town, and will then 
find fome pretence to brealc entirely 
with you,— perhaps on the fcore of for- 
tune ; but of that I am not pofitive, -« 
I only repeat iome part of thofe unhand* 
fome expretfions his unworthy tongue 
has uttered. 

« But^ Madam, as I have given you 
^ this intelligence, fo J think it my duty 
? to offer you fome advice for your be- 

* haviour, in fo iiice and critical a junc- 

* turc. •— As he Jthreatens to abandon you 

* on the arrival of your brothers, I 

* fhould think, that if you forbid him 
*your prefence, 'till that time, it would 

* not only be a fure touchftone of his 

* affedion, but alfo be a means of clear- 

* ing your reputation from thofe falemifhes 

« it has received on his account. After 

« .what I have faid, I believe it would be 

* needlefs to add that the lefs freely you 

* ccnverfe with Mifs Mabd, the Jels you. 

* will fuffcr, both in the judyiicnt of the 
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« worldy and your own future peace of 

* mind. 

* Slight not thi^ counfel, btcaure givea 
« behind the curtain, but be aflbred it 

* comes from one, who ii^, 

« Wkh the fincereft atta£hAienr» 

! Madam, 

• Your mod humble, 

« Though concealed ferVaii^* 

If IVWs Betfy had received this letter a 
very fmall time before Ihe did, it might 
probably have wrought on her all the tf« 
fc& it was intended for ; but Che had fcaroe 
£ead it half through^ before the lucky djf» 
covery of Mifs Flora's baferiefs, fcafbiv* 
ably made to her by Mr. Saving, came 
frefii into her mind, and (he was atno Ibfi 
to guefs at the malicious putpoie, and tUie 
author of it, though wrote in a hand U^. 
cogether a fbranger to her* 

She doubted not but it was a trick oF 
1^if$ Flora's, to caufe a ieparation between 
hti^and Mr. Trueworth ; but the motives, 
which had inftigated her to do this, were 
not in her power to conceive, 

«!Re« 
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^ ftevenge for her clifappoin^ ex- 
^« pcftaiions/' laid flic to herfelf, " might 
** make her take the ftcps flie did, on 
-^^ Mr. Saving's account ; but what has 

" Mr. Tmeworth done to her? He 

•* never pretended love to her, he 

^ neither flattered, or deceived her vanity, 
** — - it muft be therefore only a wicked 
^ propenfity an envious — — unfocial 

*' difpofition, — — a love of mifchicf im* 
^^ planted in her nature, and uncorredttd 
** by reafon or principle, that has induced 
** her to be guilty of this poor, — low, 
^* enervate fj^ht ^ but I am refolved to 
*f mortify it" 

She was not long considering in what 
imanner flie fliould proceed, to do as fhc 
had faid; and I believe the reader wiU 
acknowledge, flie bit upon one, as efiedtual 
for that end as could have been con* 
trived. 

She appeared extremely gay the whole 
dme of dinner, and as ibon as it was over,^ 
** I will prefcnt you with a defert. Sir,** 
iaid {he to Mr. Goodman : *' I'll fliew 
^^ you what pains has beei^ taken to brealc 
*« off my acquaintance w:ith Mr. True- 
«* worth, by ibme wretch^ who either 
V envies me the honour of his aSedlions, 
E a ^» or 



76 THE HISTORY OF 

** or him the place they imagine he has 
*' in mine; but, I befcech you, read it,** 
continued Ihe, ** and I will appeal to 
** you, Lady Mellafin, and Mifs Flor^ 
** if ever there was a more ftupid plot.** 

*« Stupid enough, indeed,** cried the 
honed merchant, as foon as he had done 
reading, *' but it is yet more bafe. — -I ain 
•* glad, however," continued he, *« to 
^* find your good fenfe prevents you from 
♦« being impofed upon by fuch arcificesi 
— ^' This is fo fhallow a one,"* anfwered 
flie, ** that a very fmall (hare of under* 
^ (landing might fcrve to defend any 
♦* one from being deceived by it- — l 
** pity the weaknefs, while I defpife the 
*•' Di!fcne(s of fuch mean incendiaries ; — 
*^ Mr. Tu. worth, however, wifl fare 
** the be.ter for this attempt agatdt 
*' him ; — I will now make no fcruple 
** of prefering him to all mankind be- 
** fides,— and perhaps, when my bi others 
** arrive, (hall confenjc to every thing he 
Vdcfires.*' 

Lady Mellafin could not help applaud* 
jng the ipirit and refolution *lhe fbewed 
on this occafion, and Mr. Goodman wai 
•quite charmed with it ; and both of them 
joined in the fevered exclamations againft 
tfie folly and wicktdneis of the letter- 
writer j 
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miter ; but Mifs Flora faid little, and as 
Toon as (he could quit the table with de- 
:cncy, went up into her chamber, faying, 
(he had a piece of work in her hand, which 
(he was in bafte to fini(h. 

. If Mife Betfy bad wanted any confir- 
mation of the truth of her fufpicions, the 
looks of Mifs Flora, durirg this whole 
djfcouife, would have removed all doubt 
in her,, and the opportunity oi venting 
the fplccn ihe had f) juftly conceived. 
sigatnft her, without feeming to do fo, 
gave her a moft exquKite fatisfa&ion. 



. c H A P. vn. 

Is thi htttit far bgingJh:rU 

Mrs S Flora retired to her chambei^ * 
kdeed, not to employ herfelf irv 
the manner fhe pretended, but to give ^ 
loolib, to paflions more inordinate and outra- 
geous, tnan it would i^aturally , be believed \ 
could have taken poSeifion of fo young a 
heart. 

*■■ . ' * ■ ' ■« 

,^But it is now high time to let the. 

reader fee jnro the fecr5f fS'^'PS?*. whicb» 

i%\ \i€t wicked wit in motion^ atvd \tv- 
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duced her to a£t in the manner fhe b^df 
done. 

Through the whole courfe of the pre- 
ceding pages, n}any hints have been givch^ 
that the inclinations of this young Jadf 
were far from being unbjameable, and it 
Will not feem ftrange, that a perfon of 
the diipofition (he has all along teftified', 
fliould envy and malign thofe charms ftie 
every day hw fo much extolled, and prc^ 
ferred above her own ; but we do* not or^ 
dinarily find one, who ati gay and free 
like her, and who various tiincs. and for 
various objefts, had exp; rienced thofe emo- 
tions which we call love, fliould, all al; 
once, beinfpired with a paffion no Jefii 
ferious, that it was violent, for a perfoni 
who never made the kaft add^effes to her 
on that account. 

Yet fo in efFcft it was : r- Mr* T^^ 
vronb had been but a very few timi^ ^ 
her company, before fhe began to ehteifr^ 
tain defjreis for her fair friciid.— "Whph* 
ey%r fhe had an opportunity (^^ f|^k&ijr 
co him alone, (he ma^e Mm mzhy i^ 
vances, which he either did not, or wodH 
not interpret in the fenfe fhe meant tKeml 
i— This coldnefs, inflead of abating, did bit 
ihe more inflame her wifhcs,' arid io^« 
hg on the jpafiioiR he had fpr Mifs Bctf^»' 
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AS the only impediment to the gratifica* 
tion of her uiclinaiions, Ihe curd his con« 
ftancy, and th* beauties which excited it. 
-—So true is that obfervatioa of Mr. 
Drydcn, 

^ Love ! various minds does varioufly inCpm | 
^ He ftirs in gentle natures gentle fires, 
^ Like that of incenfe on the a! tar )aid ; 
' But ragiAg flames tempeftuous fouls invade. 
^ A fire >^ic!^ evVy windy pallion biowsi 
f With pride it mountfj and with rtr^np it 
glowt.^ 

Mifs Flora was not of a temper, either 
to bear the pangs of hopelefs love in S- 
jent grief, or to give v/ay too readily to 
defpair. — In fpije of the indifFerencc fh^ 
found hcrfelf treated wich by Mr. 7 ru)e- 
worth, fhe was not without hbpe, that if ^ 
ihe could by any means pccafion a difupion 
t)etween him and Mifs Betfy, ihe would 
then be brought to caft his eyes on her^ 
mnd return her fkme with fome degree of 
ardency. 

It was for this end (he. had taken fo 

much pains in endeavouring to perfwade 

Mifs Betfy, either to write, or Jufter hor 

to go, to Mr. Staple, in order ' as fhe 

E 4 f w- 
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pretended, to undeceive that genthman 
in his opinion, that (he was in love with 
Mr. Trueworth ; but her intentions, in 
Rality, were to make him believe, that 
he himfcif was the favoured perfon, and 
had much the advantage over his rival 
in the afFcftions of his miflrcfs. — This 
ihe doubted not would make him quit 
his refolution of going into the country^ 
and encourage him to renew his court* 
fhip with the fame fervency as ever.— 
The pride ftie krew Mifs Betfy took in a 
multiplicity of lovers, and the equality 
with which (he had carried herfclf be- 
tween him and Mr. True worth, and which 
r^iobably (he would continue, feemed to 
aflbrd her a fair profpeft of giving Mb, 
Trueworth fo much caufe of difconrent, as 
to make him break off with a woman, 
who after what had pa(red made no dit 
tinflion betwer.n him and the peifcn he 
had twice vanqui(hed in the field. — She 
knew it would, at leaft, create a great 
deal of perplexity among them, and de- 
lay, if not totally prevent, the comple- 
tion of what (he fo much dreaded. 

But this fcheme being rendered abor- 
tive, by the feafonablc difcovery Mifs 
Betify had made of her perfidioufne(5, (h« 
fcts b^T wits to work for (bme other new 

iavca- 
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invention, and believing that Mift Betfy's 
pride would immediately take fire on fJie 
lead fufpicion of any infult being offered,, 
either to her beauty or reputation, pro- 
cured an agent to write the above infertcd 
letter i — the effeft of which hjs been aJ { 
ready fhewn. 

This difappointment was rfie more 
grievous to her, as fhe had fo httle ex- 
pefted it: — (he broke the (licks of her 
fan, ~ tore every thing that came in her 
wayy — • flew about the room, like a prin- 
cefe in a tragedy •, — wanting the means^ 
of venting the rage fhe was poffcffcd of 
in great thingsi Ihe exercifed it in fmafU 
— A fine petticoat of Miis Betfy's hap- ^ 
pening to bang on the back of a chair, - 
(he threw a ftandifli of ink upon it^ as iP 
by accident j and it was no breach of charity 
to^ believe, would have fcrved the owner 
in a much worfe manner, if her power 
had been equal to her will, and fhe could 
have done it without danger to herfelf. 

To add to the fury and diftradion of > 
her mind, continuing ftill in her chamv . 
ber,. and happening to be pretty near the 
wmdowi fhe faw Mifs Bctfy, Mifs IVhbcI,. 
and Mn True worth pafs by in a Undau^- 
that gentleman having,, it feems, invited 

ihcfc ladies on a. party of plcafure : » 

E 5 '* You. 



8a THE HISTORY OF 

•« You Om\l not long cnjc^ thi/5 fttkr. 
•* &«ioi^»' cried fhe lo biarfclf, " if it bc; 
««^ in human wit to fcparatc you ;" -^ but 
at (his fight, the turbulent pa/Hpn^ of biqr 
l^ulhiccQioiog mote otttrageQU$f " Q awf' 
"the loacbinc that coovejis yo4 •»■ 
*^ thrown from off its wheeUT' pvriiKdi 
flic : " May the wine you drink be poi* 
•* ibncd* — May the firft morfel ypw at- 
^* tempt to fwalloWf miftake its way^ mAi 
^^ qhoak you in the pafl&ge !'* j* 

i< 
Thu9 did fl)e rare, not like one pott/; 
fc^ed with feyent but feven thoufaod^. 
fifnds, and had perhaps remained in tlui<» 
wild way 'till her brain had been abfo* ^^ 
lutely timed, if Lady Mellafin, haidog^ 
a great deal of company^ had noc posi- 
tively commanded her to come down, 
after having fene feveral times in .mote 
mild terms^ to let hi^r know wh^t friendt 
were there. 

It was fome days before the unhappj^ 
and more wicked, Mifs Flora, could re» 
colieft her fcattered fen^, enough for 
the contrivance of any further mifdiief |.i] 
but thofe evil (pirits, to which fhe hacfc,V 
yielded but too much the maftery of hec ' 
heart, and all its faculties, at length ini> 
fpired her with, and enabled her in thfl 
txecution of^ a defign of the moft barbar 

rous 
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rous kind, and which for a ttme^ fhc 
£sw had fuccei5« evtn {aeyxmd her mofb 
[ fanguine expedations. 

But while (he was ruminating on pro* 
jcds, which had neither virtue nor gene- 
rofity^ for th^r -patrons, Mifs Betfy paiikff 
her days in that chearfulnefs which is the 
GonA^nt companion of uncorrupted in<^ 
nocence, and a mind uninfluenced by any 
temptoibaous^ paffions ; *^ but as ic is na- 
toraU even to- the fweeteft tempers, to 
take pleafure in the mortification of thofe 
who have endeavoured to injure us with^ 
iwt caufe given on our parts, the could 
jDOt forbear being^ highly diverted to fee ^ 
[ the pains Mifs FJora took to conceal the 
inward difturbance of her foul : — the 
aukward excufcs fhe made, for the da- 
mage done her peticoat, gave her more 
fatisfa&ion than fhe ihould have felc vexa- 
tion for the fpoiUng the beft thing fhe had 
m the world. 

Mifs Mabel, to whom Mifs Betfy had 
imparted the whole of this affair, was noc 
at- ail: furprifed' at that part of the letrer 
which reUted to herlelf, as fhe had often 
been informed, by feveVal of her acquajn* 
knee, of the charadter given of her by 

1^ malicious girl ; but neither of theft 
E 6 young 
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young ladies could be able to imagine^ a» 
they fufpedled not her paffion for Mc. 
Trueworth, from what fource this pretendr 
ed enmity to him wa» derived. 

It would certainly have greatly contri-^ 
buted CO the happinefs of that gemletnatif 
to have known in what manner his mif* 
trefs had refented the injuftice had beeh* 
done him; but Mifs Bctfy forbore to let 
him into the fccret, as being already fuf-^ 
ficiently convinced of the fincerity of his* 
^fFedion, and would, not put him to tlip 
trouble ot giving her new proofs of it,, 
by (hewing him the ridiculous acculation^ 
anonymouUy formed againft him. 



^dfe *£»^^ *&•&!& '&d&^^ &&^&A&f 



CHAP. VIII. 

Contains fome incidents which tuill be found iquaUf 
interejiing and entertaining^ or the author U 
very much mjlaken. 

MR. Trueworth had all the reafbn* 
imaginable from ihe whole deport- 
nient of Mifs Betfy towards him, to- believe 
that there wanted little more for the ceo- 
ciufiQR ot his marriage with her than the 

arrival 
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isnival of her two brothers ; (he had often 
ttold him, whenever he prefled her on that 
fcore, that. Ihe would give no definitive 
anfwer, 'till (he had received the advice 
and approbation of the elder Mr. Thoughe^ 
kfs. 

. That gentleman was now expeftcd m 
a few days, and Mr. Francis Thoughtlcft. 
. hiaving intcUigcnce of his being on his re- 
turn, was alfo preparing to leave L ■ e» 
in order to meet hi^m on his firA arrival in 
London ^ but during this Ihort fpace of 
time, fome events fell out, which put » 
great damp on the gaiety of thofe, wha 
had with fo much impatience wifiicd for 
their approach.. 

Mr. Trucworth had an aunt, who be- 
fides being the neareft relation he had 
livings and the only one in London,, was 
extremely refpe6ted by him,, on account of: 
her great prudence,, exemplary virtue, and 
the tender alFeftion (he had always teftir 
fied for him. — This good lady thought 
herfelf bound by duty> as (lie was led 
by love, to make a thorough enquiry 
into the charadlcr qi the young p^rfon her 
nephew was about to marry : — (he 
was acquainted with many who had been- 
in company with Mifs Betfy, and were 
witneflfes of kr behaviour ^ — (he aflccd 

the 
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tt^e opinion c^ thofii among: theov ishois; 
(he loyokcd upon a$ tbe moft candkit^ cash\ 
ccm^ tbe match now. od the carpet^ audi 
wa^ ei^tre^ndy troubled ca find ch^i aom 
fwers^ f^ch9 aa were no way. confoi^cDables 
to the idea Mn Trueworth had endears 
voured to infpire her with of his miftFefs'a 
pyerfeftioM : -— ^ they all» iodood^ agreed 

tM &e wia$ haodfonic^ well ihaped^. 

-^ gpteel, -^^ had a great deal of wic^ 
v;vacity:» and good humour; but flxook. 
tbeir beads when any of thofe requifiteai 
to mak^ the marned-*fta£c agcseabk wcce 
i9eoU4)ned« 

Poor Mifs Betfy, as the reader has hadf 
but too much opportunity to obTerv?; 
was far from fetnng iorxh to any advantage 
the real good qualities Ihe was pofleflfadL 
oJF: — on the contrary, the levity of 
her conduft rather di$(^ured the native 
innocence of her mind, and the purity of 
her intentions s fo that, according to the 
poet, 

* All faw herfpots, but few her brightnefs took." 

The old lady not being able tp hear 
apy thing concerning her intended niecet 
but what was greatly to her difTitisfafliont 
was continually remonftr«iting to Mr.. 

Trueworth 
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Trueworth, that the want of folidity in a 
wife wo^c^e of tHc woiifc misfortunes tfaac 
could attend a mamage ftace y —-that the 
external beauties of the peiion could not 
afphe fiif. the kiteimal def^fte of the mind % 
"^ that a too ^eat gaiety da ccaur, fre* 
quemly lc4 women intio errors without 
their (tefigning to be gi^tjr of cheni ; and 
conjuoed him to confider well before the 
iiveirocable worda, ^ V take you for better 
^ and for worfe,' 9ffgc paft; how ill ic 
would fuit, either with his honour, or bi» 
peace of mind, if (he whom he now wiihed 
to miake bis partner for life (hould, after 
Ae because fo, behave in the fame manoer 
ib^ now did, 

hU. Tni^worth liftened to what At 
faid. With ail the attention fhe couJd de« 
fire, but was tpo paffionately in love to be 
mocti influenced by it ; — not that he did 
not fee there were fome miftakes^ in the 
conduft of MtfsBetfy, which h^ could wifli 
reformed, yet he could not look upon 
them as fo dangerous to her virtue and re- 
putation, and therefore omitted no argu- 
ments, which he thought might juftify his 
:boice, and clear the acciifcd fair one from 
dl blame, in the eyes of a perfon, whofe 
ipprobation he was very dclirous of cb- 
:aining. 

The 
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The warmth with which he fpoke con-^ 
vinced his aunt, that to oppofe his inclina- 
tions in this point was only warring with 
the winds, (he deHfted from fpeaking 
any more againft the marriage, and con- 
tented herfelf with- telling him, that fincc' 
he was bent on making. Mifs Betfy his 
wife, (he (hould be glad if, at leafl:, he 
would remove her into the country^ and 
prevent her returning to this town as long- 
as poflible. 

This laft council had a great deal of 
weight with Mr. Trueworth •, — he had 
often wiihed in his heart, when feeing;: 
her, as he often did, enconipaffcd with a 
crowd of fuch, whom his good^ under« 
ftanding made him defpife, that if ever he ' 
became her hu(band, it might be in his 
power to prevail oi> her, to break ofF ac« 
quaintance with the greateft. part of 
tbofe (he at prefent converfcd with ; and 
now being admitted to entertain her with^ : 
more freedom and ieriaufne& than ever,. 
he refolved to found her fentiments on 
that fcore, and try to difcovcr how far 
ihe could rcliih the retirements of a coun-^ 
try life. 

ArcordingTy, the next vifit he made to 
her, he began to reprcfent, in the mo(t pa- 
thetic 
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tlietic terms -he was able, the true felicity 
that two people, who loved each others 
might enjoy when remote from the noifc 
and interruption of a throng of giddy ▼!- 
fitors.— *« The deity of foft defires, faid 
*^ he, flies the confulcd glare of pomp and 
•' public (hews ; — 'tis in the fhady bowers, • 
•* or on the banks of a fweet purling 
•* ftreanr, he fpread^ his downy wing?, 
•• and wafts ten thoufand namelefs plea- 
•' fures on the fond, — the innocent,— and 
•* the happy pair." 

He was going on, but (he interrupted 
him with a loud laugh ; — ** Hold, — 
•' hold, cried llie, was there ever luch a 
♦* romantic defcription?— I wonder how 
♦• fuch filly ideas come into your head ? 
•* —Shady bowers I and purling ftreams ! 
^* -— - Heavens, how infiptd !* — WelU 
•* (continued flic) you rtay be tht 
*' Strcphon of the woods, if you think 
•* fit ; but I (hall never envy the happi- 
** nefs of the Chloe that accompanies you 
♦« in ihefe fine rccefles. — Whatl to 
*• be cooped up like a tame dove, 
^* only to coo, -r— and bill, — and breed*^ 
*' — O, it would be a dehcioua life in* 
^« deed!** 

Mr, Trueworth n^w perceived, to hii 
na ffauU vexation, the late ferioufoefs he 

had 
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ha4 ojbfovfd in Mifs Betfy^ and wbi^ 
had given him fo much fatisfadiiion, wat 
no ipore than a (hort-lived interval, — 9 
fuddea dart of realon and recolleftion foon 
difltpated) and that her temper, in realicyt 
was (lill as light, as wild, and as inconft- 
derate as ever. — The ridicule with whicb 
the treated what he faid, did not, however^ 
hinder him from proceeding in the praifc 
of a cpifntry life ; but happening to lay^ 
that innocence could no where elfe be io\ 
fecure, fhc prefently took up the ^ord, and 
with a difdainful air replied, that innocence 
in any one, but an ideot, might be fecure 
in any place i to which he retorted, tha| 
feafon was at fotne times ob&nt, even m 
thofe who bad the greateft fhare of it at 
othen. 

Many finart repartees pafled between 
^K^n qn thii; fubjeA, in moft of whicb 
]^ifs Betfy had the better % but Mr. True- 
word)) not willir^ to give up the pQinCt 
reoQinded bet that Solomon, the moft lux* 
liriant, ^ad withal the wifeft of men, pro* 
Douqced that 4II the gaieties and tn^gptF 
^ceqpe of the earth were vanity and vexi^ 
tipp of fpirit. — *^ He did fo," replied 
fhe, with a fcomful fmile 1 ** but it was 
*^ not *till he had enjoyed them all, and 
^* waa grown paft the power of enjo7iiig 
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•• yet further : — when I am fo, 'tis pot 
•• fible I ra^y fay t^e fajpc.** 

Mn Tru^ewprth finding IhjC y^^s pretty 
inuch flun^ at fome things he l?ad faid^ 
and confciogs that in his difcoyrie )ie had. 
ih'fpme mcafurc forgpt the refpcft due: 
from a Iqy^ to his miftrefs^ would not 

J>urlqc the topic any farxber, but, as art- 
ully as he could » turned the converfatiofv 
on things more agreeable to Mifs Betfy'^ 
v^ay of thinking :— he could not, however, 
after they had parted, forbear ruminating 
6^ tin^ (Toptempt fht had fhewn of a 
coyntty Rf^^ apd wa^ not fb eafy as the 
fbbfpi^vci^Is of bis paifipn made him af« 
fp(i tqbisf op taking leave. This was^ 
l^oy/^vcr^ a flatter qi fli^ moment to. 
Jiim^ when c^itppared seith what fo^A aftjer 

^wf 

][• l^lisye, that from th^ laft IciEtcr of 
Ij/Sifi Fori^acd tq^ Mifs BetCy, the reader 
^^ fi}i|>e(fi; it wa3 not by a kiniman Om 
Urai m^ntaine4 ; but ijD i; pFopcr no be 
nipRJ pflt^cul^B on that affajfc, apd (h«W^ 
Hq!r; ihwt uafpjoqnate Cfc^titrc, $Qdjng 
h^r^lf ytteriy dffi:^r4?d by herf^her, andj 
d>afUtQoi;d t9 dieujii^oftdiprcflr^^ accepned 
Of the ofier made her by a rjeb Jew- 
qscrchanf/qf fiy^ guiq^paAa we$I{. to l;ie hi»f 
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But as few women, who harve once loft 
the fenfe of honour, ever recover it again, 
bur, on the contrary, endeavour to lofc 
*s^l fenfe of (hamc alfo, devote themfelvei 
to- vice, and aft whatever intercft or incli- 
. nation prompts them to ; Mifs Forwardr 
could not content herfelf with the embraces, 
nor allowances of her keeper^ but received 
both the prrtents and careffes of as many 
»s Ihe had charms to attraft. 

Sir Bazil Lovcic was a great fitvourite 
with her, and if, among fuch a plurality, 
one might be faid to have the preference,' 
it was he : — this young Baronet had bcci\ 
inrirfiatdy accjuaintcd with Mr. Trueworthi 
abroad -, — they had travelled together 
thr<>ugh the greatcft part of Italy, andi 
had been feparatcd only by Mr, True* 
worth's being called home» on account.bf 
fome family affairs. -— Sir Bazil being but 
lately arrived, they had not feen each 
^ther fince. Mil meeting by accident in" 
a coffee- houfe, they renewed their former 
friend(hip. — After the ufual cnmpfiments, 
Mr. Truewof th prropofed pafling the even- 
ing togeiher r to which Sir Razil replied, 
that he (hoirid be glad of the opportunit)R, 
biH was engaged to fup with a lady \ but/ 
faid, he, after a paufe, 'tis where I can he 
*free^ and you (hall go with me.— To 

which 
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which the other having confented. Sir 
Bazil told him, as they were going towards 
fhe houfe, that there would be no occafion 
to trfc much cereipony ; for it was only to 
a lady of pleafure he was conducing him i 
but added, that ihe was a fine girl, —* 
feemed to have been well brought up,— 
had been but lately come upon the town, 
and behaved with more modcfty than moft 
of hcrprofeffion. 

Mr. Truewortli Jiad never any great 
Telilh for the converfation of thefe fort of 
women, much left now, when his whole 
iieart was taken up with an honourable 

{>aflion for a perfon, who, in fpight of the 
ittle errors of her condud, he thought 
^ferving of his afFeftions ; yet, as he had 
given his promife, he imagined, that to 
go back would be too precifc, and fubjcft 
liini to the raillery of his lefs fcrupulous 
friend. 

Mifs Porward, for it was fhe to wh6m 
jthis vilit was made, received them in a 
manner* wiiich juftified the charaftcr Sir 
Bazil Imd given of her. — There wast 
however, a axtain air of liberiinifm, bot^ 
in her looks and geftures, which would 
have convinced Mr. True worth, if he had 
not been told fo before, that fhe was one 
cf thofc unhappy creatures, who make 

traffic 
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traffic at their foeaiKy. The gentlemea 
had n6t been there above ^ cjuarteir of an 
floor, b^6re a maid fcrvaht came into 
^e ro6Ai, and t61d Miis Forward^ that a 
young lady^ who faid her naihft wall 
Thoughtlefs, Was at the ddot" in a cfiazr, 
and derired to fee her 5 — ** O, my dear 
♦« M^ifs Betfy Thouglidefs, cried /he, de- 
♦* fire her to v^alfe up immediately.*^ — 
*< This is hicky, faid Sir Bazil, I wanted 
<* a companion for my friend^ — aow 
«« each man will have his bird." — " tkdh^ 
^ cried Mifs Forward, ** I can afliire 
*^ you fhe is virtuous, — - take care wliat 
«* yciu fay." 

Mr. f fuewoi th was fo much alarmed 
at hearing the name of Mils Betfy» that 
being retired to a window, in onier to re- 
cover himfelf from the confufion he wa^ 
th, that he heard not vi^hat Mifs Farwail 
had faid to Sir Bazil : — Mifs Betfy pre- 
fendy entering the roon>, MUs Forward 
r'ah to enibrace her, faying, ** Nfy dear 
*' Mifs Betfy, how glad I am to fee you P^ 
— To which the other returned,' ** fAy 
" dear Mifs Forward, how afhamcd am I 
^* to have been fo longabfent!— butonc 
^< foblilh thing or odier has ft'iU prevented 
«* niy ctoming/* 

Sir 
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Sir Bazfl then faluted her with a crrat 
AtsAot politenei^ though with Icfs rdpcdt 
ttMi doubtte& he wouM have done, had 
he feen her in any other place. «— Mr* 
Trttcworth, Who by this trnic had rcfdved 
ih what wzntitf he ihbuMa^t, now turned, 
ibd advanced towards the company, — ^ 
Mifs Betfy, on fdeh^g hhn, cried out, in 
fome fijfprife, ** Mr. Trueworth! good 
" God ! who thought of finxJing you 
" here ?*' — You did not. Madam, I dare 
^ anfwcri replied he, with a very grave 
K air, and I as Htde expei^ied the honour 
^« of meeting you here/* ^^ O, you are 
*« acquainted then, faid Sir Bazil, laugh- 
w ing, this is merry enough, -^ 1 find wc 
« arc all right.'* 

Ml?. Trueworth made no direfl: anfwei* 
i3d this, but endeavoured to aDume a gaiety 
confoi'mable to that of the company he 
was in :— after fome little time being paf); 
indifcourling on ordthary afiairs,Wi(s For- 
ward took Mifs Betfy into the next room 
to retuirn the money (he had been fo kind 
to lend her at Mrs. Nightfliade's, and 
told her, Ihe had much to iay to her, but 
could not be fo rude to leave the gentle* 
liien for arty long time. — While they 
Kkrere abferit, wj^ich indeed was n6t abover 
half a mihOt?r«* This is a dcUcious^mtl/* 
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faid Sir Bazil to Mr. Trucwortli, «« i'faiA, 
^ Charles, you wtll have the beft of the 
*•* market to night." — What rely Mr* 
Trucworth would have made is uacertain^ 
— the ladies returned that inftantj and 
the converlaLion became extremely fprigbt- 
ly, though, on Sir Bazil's part, fometimes 
interfpcried with txpreffions not alto- 
gethtr confiftent with that decorum, he 
would have obfcrvcd towards women of 
reputation. 

Mifs Bctfy, far from thinking any ill 
herfelf, took every thing as well meant» 
and replied to whatever was uttered by 
this gay young gentleman^ with afreedom^ 
which, to thofe who knew her not perfeft- 
ly, might juftly render liable to cenfurv.*. 
— Mn Trueworth would fain have taken 
(bme fliare, if poffible, in this converia- 
tion, in order to conceal the perplexity of. 
his thoughts, but all his endeavours were 
incffeftual, and though his words were 
fometimes gay, the tone with which b^ 
i[pbke them plainly (hewed, that his heart 
was very far from correfponding with hii 
expreflions. 

Sir Bazil having ordered a handfoxnc 
iijpper^ Mifs Betfy {laid till it was over^ 
and then rofe up, and took her leave* 
faying, (he was obliged to go home, and. 

write 
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Write fome letters. — As none of them 
had any equipage there, a hackney coach 
lyas ordered to be called, and Mr. True- 
worth offering to accompany her. Sir 
Ba2il, on waiting on them down ftairs, 
faid to him fome merry things on the oct. 
caiion, which, though Mifs Betfy did not 
comprehend, her lover underftood the 
meaning of but too well for his peace of 
mind. 

CHAP. IX. 
Is yet more inter ejiing than the former. 

ANy one may judge what a heart, 
poffeffedof fo fincere and honour- 
able a flame, as that of Mr. Trueworth's, 
muft feel, to fee the beloved objed fo in- 
timate with a common proftitute : it (hall 
fuffice therefore to fay, that his anxieties 
were fuch as prevented him from being 
able to recover hi mfelf enough to fpeak 
to Mifs Betfy on that fubjeft, as he would 
do ^ he forbore mentioning it at all, and 
faid very little to her on any other, while 
they were in the coach, and having feen 
iier fafe into Mr. Goodman's houfe, took 
his leave, and went home, where hepaf- 
; Vol. n F 1^ 
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fed a ni^ht of more vexation than he ever 
had betorc experienced. » 

Fain would he have found fome excufe 
fbr Mifs Bttfy's cOnduft in this point, — 
fain ^ould he have believed her innocenC 
as fhe was lovely, but could not tell how 
to conceive there was a poffibility for 
true virtue to take delight in the com* 
pany of vice % but were there even fuch a 
thing in nature, the fhew of encouraging 
an infamous aftion, he knew not how to 
brook in a woman he intended to make 
his wife. ' 

He now acknowledged the juftice of 
his aunt's remonftrances ; and by what . 
the levity of Mifs Betfy made him at pre- 
fent endure, forefaw what his honour and 
his peace of mind mufl hereafter conti* 
nually endure, if he fhould once become 
a husband : — never were thoughts ^o di-^ 
vided, — fo flu&uating as his ; *— his good 
understanding, and jealoufy of honour, 
convinced him there could be no lading • 
happinefs with a perfon of Mifs Betfy *s 
temper ; but then the paffion he had for 
her, flattered him with the hopes, that as 
all the faults fhe was guilty of, fprung 
rather from want of xonfideration than 
d.fign, fhe might be reafoned out oi 
them, when once he had gained fo far 

upon 
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in her aflfeftions, as to find he might 
e the liberty of painting them to her 
their proper colours. 

'^e often afked himfelf the queftion^ 
ether he could be able to break with 
or not \ and finding by the pangs 
ich the very idea of an utter fepara* 
1 infti&ed on him, that he could not, 
i no other meafures to take than to 
imit with patience, — to appear fatif- 
i with every thing that pleafed her, 
i to contrive all the methods he could, 
iiout her perceiving he did fo, of fteal- 
r, by gentle degrees, into her mind, a 
rclim of fuch things as were unbccom- 
r in her. 

He had but juft rofe from a bed, 
dch that night had afforded him but 
tie rcpofe, when h^ was told Sir Bazil 
jvlt, to whom he had given his direc- 
ms the day before, was come to wait 
»on him. •— Mr. Trueworth was very 
id of it, being impatient to undeceive 
m in the opinion he found he^ad en- 
tained of Mifs Betfy. They had not 
en three minutes together bef6re the 
her gave him an opporuinity^ by fome 
iretious interrogatories concerning the 
infadions of the ^a(t night, and among 
CTcft, after looking round the room, 
F 9 afked 
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aflced him, how he had difpofed of his 
pretty Bctfy ? To all which Mr, True- 
worth replied, with a very ferious air, 
*' Sir Bazil, though I muft own there are 
** many appearances to juftify your mif- 
*' take, yet, I. hope, my word and honour 
*' will out- balance them. — I do afllire 
•* you, fir, that lady, whom you think 
*^ and fpeak fo lightly of, is a woman of 
*' fortune family, and reputation." — 
•* I am forry then/* faid Sir. Bazil, vciy 
•* much furprifcd, " I treated her in thi 
<* manner I did. — My Nancy, indeed," 
continued he, meaning Mils Forward, 
" told me fhe was virtuous, but I did not 
*' regard what flie faid on that fcorc 5 — 
*' I know it is a trick among them to 
** fet off one another, to draw in us men: 
cc — but prithte, dear Charles, arc you 
** in earneft ? ' — N'r. Trueworth then, 
*< after having made a fecond aflcYcra- 
•' tion that he was fincere in what he faid, 
proceeded to give him fome account of 
Mifs Betfy's lamily, circumflances, and 
manner of life ; adding, that nothing 
could be more furprifing to him, than to 
have met her in that place 5— " but, faid 
•« he, (he muft certainly be unacquainted 
<* with the charadter of the woman ihe 
• came to vifit.** 

"Such 
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^* Such a thing might pofTibly happen, 
■* replied Sir BaZil^ and I think you would 
** do well to give her a hint oF it '* — 
*• Doubtlefs, cried the other, I am doubly 
** bound fo to do, firft oy my own ho- 
** nour, and nexc by the friendfhip I have 
** forfome of her kindred.'* — No far- 
ther difcourfe paffed between them on this 
fcore, and the remaining time they were 
together being taken up on matters alto* 
gether fordgn to the bufincfs ot this hif- 
toa-y, there is rto occafun for m*iking any 
mention of it. 

Sir Bazil (laid fo long, that when lie 
had taken his leave, it vyas too late for 
Mr. True worth to make a morning vific 
to Mifs Betfy, as he intended to have 
done, fo was obliged to defer it *till the 
afternoon, though fince his firft acquain- 
tance with her, he never had felt more im- 
patience to fee her. 

As he had much in his head to fay 
to her, on the fubjeft of the preceding 
day, he went as foon as he thought din- 
ner was entirely over at Mr. Good- 
ttian's, in order to have an opportunity 
of talking with her, before any other. 
company came in : — fhe was then in her 
chamber drelling, but he waited not long 
F 3 before 
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before fhe came down, and appeared 
more lovely and dazzling in his eyh 
than ever. --Ihis happened to bc^ the 
iirft day of her putting on a very rich, 
and extremely well-f«ncied gown^ aitd 
either becaufe it was more becoming than 
any of thofe he had feen her in before^ 
or becaufe of the pleafure ladies of her 
age and humour generally feel on fuch 
cccafion«, a more than ufual brightnefs 
flione in her eyes, and was diffufcd through 
all her air ; and after having made her 
fome compliments on the elegance of her 
tafte in drefs, «* I fuppofe, madam, laid 
** he, thus fet foith, and equipped for 
" conqucft, you do not mean to' ftay at 
^ home this evening.'* ~ " No, indeed, 
*« rt-plied (he, I am told there is a new 
** tragedy to be a6ted to-night at Lki^ 
'*« coln's-Inn-fields, and I would not for 
" the world mils the firft night of a mvf 
" play/* 

On this, Mr. Trueworth alked if h* 
might have leave to wait upon her th^c f 
•* H-^ With all my hearty anfwered flie^ 
•* none of the gentlemen of my acquaior 
•* tance know any thing of my going, 
J« fo could not offer to gallant me, and 
«• there is only one lady goes with me,? 
«« — « Mifs Mabel, I |uefs," cMcd Mr. 
^ Trueworth.— No, anlwcr'd Mift Bctiyi 

** (he 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 103 

^« Ihe is engaged to the other houfe to* 
** night, fo 1 fentto defirc the favour of 
** that lady you faw me with laft night, 
••to give me her company." 

•* Yoa will have more, if you have 
•« hcr's, I doubt not,'* faid he -, ** bgt 
*• fure, madam, you cannot think of be- 
•' ing feen with a woman of her famc^, 
•* in a place fo public as the playhoufe." 
'— Mifs Betfy was aftonifhed to hear hina 
fpeak in this manner, and dcmaodcd oif 
him, in, fomewhat of a haughty torjt-, 
what it was he meaned ? «* Firft, madam,'* 
wfumed Mr. Trtic worth, •* give me leave 
*• to afk you, how long fmcc, and by 
" what accident, your intimacy with thii 
•* woman commenced ?'* — Though your 
*•• interrogatories, replied (he, are made in 
•• fuch a manner as might well cxcufe 
** me froni anfwering them, yet for once 
•• I may give you the fatisfaftion you 
'** defire : — Mifs Forward and I were 
•• together at the boarding- fchool, — 
•• we mutually took a liking to each 
•• other, I believe from a parity of hu- 
•• mours and inclinations, and fince het* 
•♦• coming ro London, have renewed that 
•• friendlhip we began in our more tender 
?• ycars^** 

J 4 ^tvwvi- 
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" Friendlhips begun in chiIdhood» 
*« madam/' anfwered he with a very 
•* grave air, *• ought to be continued ot 
«• broke off, according as the parties pcr- 
•* fevcre in innocence, or degenerate into 
** vice and infamy. —This caution ought 
" to be more peculiarly obferved in perr 
** fons of your fex, as reputation in you 
•* once loft, is never to be retrieved. — 
.** Remember, madani, what your farou- 
«* rite author, Mr! Rov/e, fays on this 
*' occafion : '/ 

(* In vain with tears the lof^ fhe may deplorOi. 
^^ In wiixa look back to what (he was beforei 
^V She fets, like ftars that f<ill| to rife no morc.f. 

Mifs Betfy ^as fo piqued at thele re* 
monftrarces, that (he nad fcarce patience 
to contain herfelf 'till he had given ovef 
fpeaking, ** Goodlack, cried (he, how 
** fententious you are grown! — but, I 
** hope, you have not the infolencc to 
'* imagine I am guilty of any thing that 
** might juftly call my reputation ift 
♦* qucftion ?*' — V* No, madam, replied he, 
** far be it from me to fufpefl you ol 
** any thoughts, but fuch. as might be* 
^ come the purity of angels ; — but the 

** more 
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*« more bright you are, the more fhould 
** we lament to fee the native luftre of 
** your mind clouded and blemiflicd by 
** the fauhs of others. — Permit me, ma- 
** dam, to tell you, that to continue an 
** intimacy with a woman of Mifs For- 
*' ward's charafter, muft infalKbly draw. 
•<^ you into inconveniencies, which you 
?* i?ant but to forefec to tremble at.** 

** If you have the affedtion for mc you 
^* pretend," faid Ihc haughtily ,*• *« and 
«« could forefee the averfion I have to a 
« cenforious temper, it is yourfelf would 

** have caufc to tremble. I love Mifs 

** Forward, arid neither know, nor will 
«* believe, any ill of hen — Whenever I 
•« am convinced that (he is unwoithy of 
•* my friendlhip, it muft be by h r own 
« aftions, not by the report of otre;s.■— 
*'< Therefore, Mr. Trueworth, it you 
■^* defire to continue on good terms with 
*♦ me, you muft forbear to interfere with 
«* what coanpany I keep, nor pretend to 
•* prcfcribe rules for my conduct, at 
*• Icaft 'till you have more right ti do 
*• fo." 

«* I (hall never, madam, yrefume to 

•* prefcribe,'* replied he j *^ but (hail al*^ 

•• ways think it my duty to advifc yoi), 

F 5 . — ** in 
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^* in a matter, which fo nearly concerott 
*^ not only yourfelf, but all who have any 
*^ relation to you, either by blood or tf« 
•' fedlion/' — Though thcfe words, as 
well as all he had faid on this occaiiofi, 
were uttered in the mod refpe&ful accents, 
yet Mils Betfy was not able to imagine 
the leaft contradiction fuited with the 
character of a lover, was oflSsnded beyond 
all meafure •,— fhe frowned, — rofe haftiiy 
from her cbak*, -^walked about the reom 

m a difordered motion, told him, the 

nature of the acquaintance between them 
did not authorife the liberties he took, •*- 
that (he would not bear it, and defired, 
that he would either leave her, or change 
the converfation to fomewhat more agree- 

Mr. Trueworth, who as yet had faid 
little, in comparifbn with what he in* 
tended to fay on this fubjedl, was fo muoh 
fiiocked at the in^ffibility he found «f 
engs^ing her attention, that for feme 
time be was incapable of fpeaking one 
word. — — During this paufe a itrvaiit 
prcfented a letter to Mifs Betfy. — j*« O J'* 
cried Ihe as foon as fhe looked on the 
fuperfcription, «' It is from my dear Mils 
** Forward*,'-*— I hope nothing has baj^ 
** f ened to prevent her going with me 
•* 4o the play,** — Sfee made this excla- • 

*^ mation 
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mation merely to vex Mr. Trucworth, 
and for that purpofe alfo, read the billet 
Joud enough for him to hear what it con- 
tained> whiclvwas as follows: 

To Mrss Betsy Thouohtlessit 

♦* My dear Mifs Betfjr, 

-« $INGE I received your meflage, I 
1^ got a perfon to fecure places for us 1x9 
•^ tl» bbx, fo we need not go till fiy 
f^tfdocky feut I am quite alone, and if 
*< yoa aT'C difengaged mould be glad you 
Jf would conie diredkly to her„who is cver^ 

t With the; moft perfe& amityj^ 

♦« My diear Mifs Betfy^ 

^ Your very much- objigedy. 

^ And humble fervarit;^ 

!* A. FOKy^AKV.^ 

«*TBid thrntieflenscr,** (aid Mifs Bctfy 
to the fervant> " tell the lady .diat I will 
•* wait upon her this moment, — ^nd theh- 
«* c^l xne a chair, rr- 1 muflt comply with^ 
^ tb.e fu^imons J have' juft received,** ^aid* 
ftir, tiarniing to Mr. Tr.ueworth, «* fo you 
•* mpift cjccufc ,my leaving ypu, for I wilt 
f* liot ftxpin your complailahcc to accom - 
f 6 •• pany 
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•' pany mc where I am going ; but (hall 
" be glad to fee you when you are in a 
** better humour/* 

** I am ready, madam, to attend you 
«• any where, faid Mr. Trueworth, even 
•* to Mifs Forward's, — and will pafe the 
" whole evening with you, if yoapleafc, 
•* in her apartment 5 — but, 1 befecch 
. ** you, do not think of going to the play^ 
" with a woman of her elate •, — do not 
•* expofe yourftlf in a place where^ io 
•* many eyes will be upon you : — reflefi^ 
** for heaven's fake, what your modefty 
" will fufFer, in feeing yourfelf gazed and* ■ 
** pointed at, by thofe to whom Ihc fells 
*' her favours ; — and reflfeft yet farther, 
" what they will judge of you.'*---** You 
*• grow fcurrilous, fir,'* cried (he, ready 
to burft with paflion, <* I will hear no 
'* more/* — Then running to the door, 
afked if the chair was come, and being 
told it was, ** Farewell, fir,** faid (he, as 
(he was going into it, ** when I want a (py 
** to infpeft, or a governor to diredt my 
** aftions, the choice, perhaps, may fall 
*' gn you.** 

Mr. Trueworth, who, at this treatment, 
was not quite matter of himfelf, retorted, 
with fome warmth, and loud enough to 
be heard by her, as the chairmen were 

carrying 
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carrying her to the fteps of the houfe, 
" The choice, madam, perhaps, may not 
*• be yours to make.'* — With thcfe words 
he went haftily away, half rcfolving in his 
mind never to fee her more. 



CHAP. X, 

Cannot fall of exciting compajjion in finu nadirst 
though it may move others to laughter. 

THE few remonftrances Mifs Betfy 
would vouchfafe to liften to from 
Mr. Trueworth, had a much greater ef- 
fect upon her mind, than her pride, and 
the exceffive homage (he expefted from 
her lovers, would fufFcr to make fliew of, 
or than he himfelf imagined. — She had 
too much difcernment, heedlefs as Ihe 
was, not to know he was above any little 
malic'ous inuendosj but, on the contrary, 
was extremely cautious in regard to the 
charaAer of whomfoever he fpoke : — (he 
feared therefore he had but too good 
grounds for the uneafinefs he exprefs'd, 
for her continuing a correfpondenc^ with 
Ml(s Forward ; — (he knew that (he had 
been faulty, and could nu be aflTured ihe 
was not ftill fo/, and it was more owing 

to 
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to her impaticrioB to iw afcertaiaed of the 
truth, thaa to aiiy real relenttnenc flie 
bad conceived g^ainft Mr. Trucworth, 
that (he complied with the invitation of 
her now fufpected friend, and refolved to- 
put the queftion honie to her, concerning 
Wr prelent manner of life, and the means 
by which (he was fupported : — She had 
found her removed from the loweft de* 
gree of penury and wretchedncfs into a 
uate, equal 1:0 what (he could h^ye been 
mtilrefs o^,. had (he been rje'-efl:abli(hea 
in the favour of her father f and now; 
for the &C& time, began tp think if 
ftrange fhe fliould be fo, from the m/ere* 
bounty of a diflrant relation^ to whom in; 
her utmoft diftrefs (he had never applied! 
nor even once mentioned m the recital, 
of her melancholy hiftorv ; ' t 

^* will talk to her, faid me to herfclfj^, 
•' watch carefully not only tlje repliei 
<* fee ftiakes to wtiat I fay, but alfo hef 
•^ very looks, unpcrceiving my fufpi^* 
^* cions, and if I find the leaft room to 
•^ believe what Mr. Trueworth has infi.- 
♦* nuated, (hall pity, but will never fee 
^ her more/* 

In this prudent di(p.o(kion did (he enter 
tlie lodgings of Mils Forward, but had 
no opportunity for the execution of her 

purpofe i feme company, which (hi 

herlclf 
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herfelf thought, by their behaviour, to be 
not of the bcfl: forr» happening to be juft 
come before her» and departed not 'ti]l it 
was time to go to the play, — Mi(s Bttfy 
was more than once about to tell Mifs 
Forward^ that fhe had changed her mincU 
and wogJd not go ; but her complai- 
fetjce, as having been the perlon who 
niade the firft propofal> as often ftopptd 
her mouth. 

In fine, they went, but the houfe bemg 
very full, and the feliow, who had beea 
fctit to keep places for them, going fomc- 
what too late, they were obliged to con- ^ 
tent ihemfcives with fitting in the third 
row.^^This, at anotiier time*, would have 
been a matter of fome mordfication to 
Miis Betfy ; but in the humour (he now 
was, to (hew herfelf was the leaft of her 
care, — Never had (he entered any place 
of pulic entertainment with fo htde fatis* 
faction •, — Mr. Tracworth's words ran 
very niuch in Iier mind ; — (he had loft 
no part of them, and though (he could 
not bring herfelf to approve of the free- 
dom he had taken, yet, m her heart, ihe 
could not forbear confefling, that his ad- 
inonitions teftified the moit zealous and 
tender care for her reputation j and if 
given by any one, except a lover, would 

have 
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have demanded more of her thanks ^haa 
her refentment. 

But, alas! thofe ferious con(iderations 
were but of fhort duration : — the brilliant 
audience, — the mufic, — the moving 
fcenes exhibited on the ftage, and above 
all the gallantries with which herfelf and 
Mifs Forward were created, by feveral gay 
young gentlemen, who» between the afts^ 
prefented chem with fruits and fweetmeats^ 
foon diflipated all thofe refledions, which 
it was fo much her intereft to have ch6- 
riihed, and (he once more relapfed into her 
former fclf. 

Towards the end of the play, there were 
two rakes of diftinftion, that? ftuck very 
clofe to them, and when it was endedy 
took the liberty to invite them to fup at a 
tavern ; — Mifs Betfy darted at the mo- 
tion, but was very well pleafcd to find^ 
Mifs Forward fhewed an equaldiQikc to 
it. — ** You will give us leave then, 
•* cried one of the gentlemen, to guard 
** you fafe home, ladies ?•' — ** That 'I 
** think, my dear, faid Mifs Forward to 
** Mifs Betiy, may be granted, for the 
** fake of being protected from the infults 
*♦ of thofe, who may know lefs how to 
** behave towards our fex,** 
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Mifs Betfy making no oppofition, they 
alt four went into a hackney coach to Mils 
Forward's lodgings, it being agreed upon 
between them, that Mifs Betfy (hould be 
ftt down thjere, and take a chair from 
thence to Mr. Goodman's. — Nothing in- 
decent, nor that could be any way (hock- 
ing to the moft drift modcfty, facing of- 
fered during their paflage, on their alight- 
ing from the coach at Mr. £creener*s door* 
Mifs Forward thought, that to alk them " 
to come in woulid incur no cenfurc from 
her fair friend, as they had behaved with 
ib much civility and complaifance ; -« 
accordingly (he did fo, and they, who 
expefted no lefs, took each man his lady 
by the hand» and immediately tript up 
ftairs. 

Mifs Betfv did not prefently make any 
offer to go homet becaufe (he thought it 
would appear very odd in her to leave 
her companion with two ftrange gentle- 
men.— She little guefs'd the de(igris they 
had in their heads, and doubted not but 
they would foon take leave : — (he did 
not, however, continue in this miftake 
for many minutes •, for one of them draw- 
ing V ifs Forward to a window, in order 
to fpeak to her with more privacy, the 
other, that he might have the better op- 
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portunity to do fo, addrefsM himfclf t» 
Mifi Betfyy -— ^* How killing handfome 
^^ you are, faid he, taking her by both 
her hands, and looking full in her face, 
^* What a pity it is you did nOt (bine in 
♦* the front to-night ? By my foul you 
^ would have out dkzzled all the titled 
** prudes about you/* 

*• Fifh, replied (he, 1 went to fee the 
•* play, not to be feen myfelf.** — Not 
•* to be feen f ** cried he, why then have 
** you taken all this pains to empty th« 
•* whole quiver of Cupid*s arrows to new 
** point thofc charms you hare received 
" from nature? — Why does the jeHa- 
** mine and the blooming violet play 
•* wanton in your hair ? — Why is the 
" patch with fo much art placed on the 
" corner of this ruby lip, — - and here an^ 
*« other to mark out the arched fymme- 
•* try of the jetty brow ? —Why does the 
** ghttcring folitaire hang pendant on the 
•^ fnowy breaft, but to attraft, and allure 
^^ us poor admiring men, into a pleafing 
•*ruin?^ 

Mifs Bctfy ahfwerM this railfery in its 
kind, and as fhe had a great deal of ready 
wit, would foon perhaps, had tlie fame 
ftrain*^ continued, have left the beau no- 
thing to fay for him{cif ^ but Mils Fbr« 
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ward and the other gendemto having 
finilh'd what they had to fay, coming to« 
wardiB theoJ, put an end to it, — " What 
•• do you think, cried Mifs Ferward^ xhf% 
•• gentleman fwears he won't go out of 
'•^ the houfe 'till I give him leave to fend 
•* for a fupper ?'* — *« You may do as you 
*« plcafe, faid Mifs Betfy, but I muft be 
«' excufed from (laying to partake- of it/^ 
W-. Whether (he was really in earneft.or 
not, is not very material ; but her refufal 
was Ipokcd uj on only as a feint, and 
they preis'd her to tarry in fuch a manner^ 
as (he coujd ngt well avoid comply ins'^ 
even tWigh (he had been mQre averfe. 
in cflFedi Aan for fometime (hcpretenae4 
Xo te* 

The convcrfation was extremely IWthf^ 
^li^d though fprinkled with Ibme double 
CUtendres, could not be faid tp have any 
thiog indecei^t, or that could raife a blu(h 
ia the (aces of women who were accu(^ 
tomed to much company. — Mifs Betfy 
had her (bar^ in all the innocent part of 
what was faid, and laughed at that which 
was lefs fo. — But not to dwell on trifles, 
(he forgot all the cautions given her by 
Mr. TrwewOrth, — confidering not thiat (he 
was in company with two (Irange gentle- 
men,and of a woman whofc charafter waa 
.iuffoAedi ami ^QUgh Jthe bad a watch 
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by her fide, regarded not how the houri 
pafsM on, *tiil me heard the nightly mo- 
nitor of time, cryi^ " Paft twelve o'clockf 
•• and a doiidy morning.'* 

After this fhe would not be prevailed 
upon to ftay, and dcfired Mifs forward to 
fend fomebody for a chair. — "A chair, 
'* madam, cried that gentleman, who, of 
the tw>, had be.n moft particular in his 
addreffes to her, " you cannot fure ima- 
'* giae we (hould fufFer you to go hon]ie 
** alone at this late hour.** — * 1 apprc- 
<* hend no gr^at danger, faid (he, though 
^* I confefs it is a thing I have not been 
•« accuftpmi^d to.*' — He replied, *' That 
*< in his company (he (hould not begin 
** the experiment." On this a coach was 
ordered. Mifs Betfy made fomc few 
fcruplcs at committing herfelf to the con- 
duft of a perfon fo little known to her.— • 
^' All acquaintance muft have a beginnings 
** faid hci the moft intimate friends were 
*« perfedt ftrangers at firft. You may 
•« depend on it, I am a man of honour, 
^' and cannot be capable of an ungene* 
** rous aftion." 

Little more was faid on the occafibn ^ 
and being told a coach was at the door,, 
they took leave of Mifs Forward, and thb 
other gentlemdn, and went down ft^irs,' 

Oil 
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•—On ftepping into the coach, Mifs Betfy 
dire&ed the man where to drive ; but the 
gentleman, unheard by her, ordered him 
to go to the bagnio in Orange-ftrect. — 
They were no fooner (bated, and the win- 
dows drawn up, to keep out the cold, 
than Mifs Beefy was alarmed with a treat- 
ment, which her want of confideration 
made her litric expedt. — Since ihc gen- 
tleman commoner, at Oxford, no man 
had ever attempted to take the liberties 
which her prelent companion now did : 
-^ (he ftruggled, — (he repelled with all 
l^r might, the infolent pre(rures of his 
lips and hands. — ** Is this, cried (he, 
. ** the honour I was to depend upon ?-— 
«* It is thus you prove yourfelf incapable 
•« of an ungenerous aftion ?'* — Accufe 
.** me not, faid he, till you have reafon. 
. *« — — — I have been bit once, and 
. *« have made a vow never to fettle upon 
>* any woman while 1 live again ^ — but 
«* you (hall fare never the worfe for that, 
«* — I will make you a handfome prefent 
** before we part, and if you can be con- 
*« ftant will allow you Cix guineas a 
♦* week/* 

She was fo confounded at the firft men^^ 
tion of this Impudent propofal, that (he 
had not the power of interrupting him; 
t>ut recovering herfelf^ as well as me was 

able. 
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able, ^' Heavens ! cried ftie, what means 
•* all this? — What do you ta^e me for ?** 
*« — Take you for, anfwercd he laugh* 
^* ing, prithee dear girl, no more cH 
*t thefe airs: — I take you for a pretty, 
•< — kind obliging creature, and fuch 
** I hope to find you, as foon as we comft 
*« into a proper place. ■ In thfe 

«* mean time, continued he, (lopping heir 
^\ mouth with kifies> none of this affefted 
♦• coynefs." 

The fright fhe was in^ aided by difdain 
and rage, now infpired her with an un- 
ufual ftrcngth : — ihe broke from hirai, 
thruft down the window, — ^and with one 
breath called him monfter, — villain, -^ 
with the next fcreamed out to the coach- 
man to flop, and finding he regarded not' 
her cries, would have thrown herfclf oqt, - 
if not forcibly with-held by the gentle- 
man, who began now to be a little ftartlcd 
at her rcfolure behaviour, — ** What is 
** all this for? faid he. — Would you 
** break your neck, or venture being 
«* crufhed to pieces by the wheels ?** — 
** Any thing, cried fhe, burfling into 
** tears, I will venture, fufFer any thing, 
•*< .rather than be fubjefted to infults, fuch 
^ as you have dared to treat me^with/* 

Though 
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Though the perfon by whom Mifs Bctff 
was thus dangeroufly attacked was a li- 
bertine, or» according to the more gen* 
teel and modifh phraTe^ a man of plcafure^ 
yet he wanted neither honour, nor good 
lenfe : — he had looked on Mifs Betfy as 
a woman of the town, by feeing her with 
one who was fo ; and her too great free* 
dom in cgnvcrfation, gave him no ^ufc 
to alter his opinion : but the manner in 
which flie had endeavoured to rebuff his 
more near approaches, greatly ftaggered 

him : he knew not whac to 

think, but remained in filent cogitation 
for fome minutes, and though he held 
her faft clafped round the waift, it was 
only to prevent her from attempting the 
violence fhe had threatened, not to offer 

any towards her: ** Is it po/fible, 

■* laid he, after this paufe, that you are 
<* virruous?'* — *' 1 call Heaven to wit- 
** ncfs, anfwercd Ihe> with a voice faul- 
ts ring, through the excefs of terror and 
indignation, *' that I never have enter- 
** tained one thought that was not (IrifVly 
« fo i — that 1 dettft and fcorn thofe 
** wretched creatures of the number of 
** whom you imagine me to be one j and 
** that I would foorer die the worft of 
** deaths, than live with infamy. — Yes> 
V fir, be affurtd, continued ftic^ %w,\\?x* 
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ing more courage, ** that whatever ap 
<* pearances may bci this fatal night againf 
^< me, I am of a family of fome confide 
** ration in the world, and am bleft with J 
** fortune, which fets me above the lov 
** temptations of dcfigning men." 

As (he had ended thefe words, the; 
came to the bagnio, and the coach im 
mediately flopping, two or three waiter 
came running to open the door, on whici 
Mifs Betfy, more terrified than ever 
ihrieked in a moft piteous manner, •' C 
*' Godl cried fhe, — What's here?- 
•« Where am I ? — What will become o 
*« me?'* and at that inflant recolledte 
that no help was near j ^ — that fhe was ii 
the power of a man, whofe aim was he 
eternal ruin; --^and that it was ^by he 
own indiicretion alone, this mifchief ha< 
fallen on her, was overcome with th 
dread, — the fhame, — the horror, a 
fhe then fuppofed, of her inevitable fate 
that fhe was very near falling into i 
fwoon. 

The gentleman difcovering, by ih 
light of the lamps at the bagnio door 
the condition fhe was in, was truly toudhec 
with it. — " Retire; faid he, baftily tt 
the fellows, ** we do not want you.* 
— - Then throwing himfelf oh his kneei 

bcfon 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS, i2t 

before her> ** Let this pofture, madam, 
continued he ** obu'm your pardon, and 
'* at the fame time cafe you of all appre* 
*' henfions on my fcore," — **May I be- 
*' lieve you ?" faid Ihe ftill weeping. — 
<' You may/' replied he; then nfing, 
and placing himfcif on the feat oppofite 
to her, — ^' I love my pleafures^ and 
•* thir>k it no crime to indulge the appc- 
" tites of nature. — I am charmed with 
** the kind free woman, but I honour and 
*^ revere the truly virtuous; and it i$ a 
** maxim with me never to attempt the 
'* violation of innocence*— 1 hcfc, ma- 
*' dam, are my principles in regard to 
*' your fex j — but to<:onvince you further ; 
** — Here, fellow," continued he to the 
coachman, who was walking backwards 
and forwards at fome diftance, " get up 
«' upon your box, and drive where you 
*,* were firft direfted." 

Mifs Betfy acknowledged the genero* 
fity ot this behaviour i and on his aiking 
by what accident it had happened, that he 
found her in company with a woman of 
Mifs Forward's cliarafter, (he told him 
ingenuoufly the truth, — that they knew 
each other when children in the country ; 
but that (he had not fcen her more than 
three times fince their coming toLondon^ 

Vol, IL G and 
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and was entirely ignorant of her condii 
from chat time. 

He then took the liberty of remindin 
her, that a young lady more endangen 
her reputation, by an acquaintances 
one woman of ill fame, than by receivic 
the vifits of twenty men, though profefs' 
libertines. — To which (he repliedf thi 
for the future (he would be very cwcfi 
ivhat company (he kept of both fexes. 

This was the fum of the conveiiadc 
that pafs'd between them during their lite 
fiage to Mn Goodman's, where beiii 
fafely arrived, after having feen her withi 
the doors, he faluted her with a grei 
deal of relpeftf and took his leave. 



CHAI 
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CHAP. XI. 

Shews what effeSls the tranfafflons §f tht pre* 
Ciding night bad on the minds tf Mifs Betjy 
. and Mr. Truewortb. 

MR. Goodman and Lady Mellafin 
were gone to bed when Mifs Betfjr 
came home ; but Mi& Flora fat up for 
her, in complaifance, as (he pretended, but 
in reality to fee who it was came home 
with her. — This malicious creature had 
been extremely fawning for feme days 
paft, to Mifs Betfy, but this night was more 
fo than ufual, doubtlefs in the hope of 
being able to draw fomeihing out of her, 
which her cruel wit might turn to her dif- 
advantage ; but the other knew too well 
the difpofidon ihe had towards her, to 
communicate any thing to her, which fhc 
would not wi(h (hould be made public. 

Never did any one pafs a night m 
greater inquietudes than this young lady 
luftain'd 3 .and Ihe felt them the more ter- 
ribly, as fhe had no friend to whom pride 
and diame would fufier her to impart the 
caule ; -^ fhe look'd back with horror on 
G 2 the 
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the precipice (he had fallen into, and 
confidered it as a kind of miracle, that 
fhe had recovered from it unhurt f'-^- 
fhe could not refleft on what had paffcd, 
that by the levity of her conduft me had 
been thought a common proftitute;, had 
been treated as fuch, and preferved from 
irrecoverable ruin, by the mecr mercy of 
a man who was a perfe£t ftranger to her» 
without feeling anew that confufion, which 
the moft (hocking moments of her diftrefs 
inflifted. — The moft bitter of her ene- 
mies could not have pa(red cenfures more 
fevere than (he did on herfelf, and in this 
fit of humiliation, and repentance, would 
even have asked Mr. Trueworth pardon 
for the little regard (he had paid to hi\ 
advice. 

The agitations of her mind would not 
fuffer her to take one moment of repofe 
for the whole night, nor did the mcxrning 
afford any more tranquility : — the dit 
turbance of her heart flew up into her 
head, and occafioned fo violent a pain 
there, that (he was as unable as unwilling to 
get out of bed. — She lay 'till fome hours 
after the time in which they ufually break- 
fafted, nor would take any refrefhment, 
though the tea was brought to her bed- 
fide. — Amongft the crowd of tormenting 
ideas, the remembrance, that fhe owed 

ail 
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aH the vexation (he Ubooied ODdcrentrc- 
ly to the acquaintance (be had vith Mi3s 
Forward, came ftrong into her thou^iis, 
and (he bad not rofle the whole day it niK 
moved to t by the impaiience dt venting 
her fp een on that unhKtunacc woma*^, 
which (he did, in a letter to her, conLiin- 
ing- thefe lines : 

To Miss Forward. 

• I AM forry that the compafllon, 
' which your feigned contriiicn tor one 
« falfc ftep obliged me to take in your 

• misfortunes, (hould make you imagine 
. •,! would continue any converl'arion wi:h 

• you,, after knowing you had abandoned 

• yourfelf to a courfe of lire, which I blufh 

• to think any of my fer can delccnd to 
« brook the thoughts of. much more to 

• J3e guilty of. — If you had retained the 

• Jeaft fpark of generofity, or good-will 

• towards me, you would rather have 

• ^voided than coveted my company, as 

• you muft be fenfible, that to be feen with 

• you muft render me in fome meafure 

• partaker of your infamy, though wholly 

• innocent of your crimes. — How bafe, 

• — how cruel is fuch behaviour, efpe- 

• cially to one, who had a real regard for 
« you, even after you had confeffed your- 

• fclf unworthy of it ; — but I have been 

G 3 often 
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< often told, and now I find the oblerva* 

* tion juft, that women of your wretched 

* principles, being loft to all hope of hap* 

* pinefs themfelves, take a malicious 
^ pleafure in endeavouring to deftroy it in 

* others. 

• But, for heaven's fake, what could 
^ induce you to de(ire a continuation of 
« a correfpondence with me ? — - What 
« did you take me for ? — Did you imagine 

* me io blind, as not to fee into the 

* fhameful means by which you are fup- 
^ ported, or fo weak as to forfeit all 
« the reputation anc} rcfptft I have in the 

* world, merely to comply with your re- 

* queft ? — No 1 — - your condudt is too 

* bare-^ faced, to give me even the fliadow 

* of an excufe for evor feeing you again i 

* — do nor, therefore, go about to varoiih 

* over acflions, whofe foulnefs wUl appeav 

* through all the colours you can daub 

* them wKh. — The friendfhip I once had 

* for you has already pleaded all that 

* yourfelf could urge in your defences 
^ but the caufe is too bad, and I muft 

* leave you to the miferies which attend 
' remorfe, and which a little time, will 

* infallibly bring on. — Heavens ! to be 

* a common proftitute ! — To earn pre- 

* carious bread, by being the Have of 

* every man's licentious will. — What is 
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* digging in the mines ! — What is begg- 

* ing! — What is ftarving when comparM 

* to this! — But the idea is too (hocking, 

* — Modefty fhudders at it. — I (hall 

* drive both that and you as diftant from 

* my thoughts as po(rible -, fo be a(rured 

* this is the laft time you will ever hear 

* from the 



• Much deceived, 



• And ill-treated, 

• B. Thoughtless/ 

She was going to feal up the above 
letter, when a fudden thought coming 
into her head, (he added, to what (he had 
already wrote, this poftfcript : 

? P.S. You may perhaps be inftigated to 

• anfwer this, cither through refent- 

* mem for the reproaches it contains, or 

• through fome remains of modeftyr to 

• attempt an apology for the occafi ;n : 

• but I would not wi(h you (hould give 

* yourfelf that trouble, for be alTured 

* I (hall read nothing that comes from 

* you, and that whatever you fend, 

• will be returned to you again un- 

* opened/ 

G 4 She 
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She immediately fent this away by a 
porter, and having fatisfied the diftates 
ot her indignation againft Mils Forward, 
fhc had now done with her, and refolvcd 
to think ( f her no more ; — yet was the 
contufion ot her mind far from being 
diffipated. — ** What will Mr. True- 
*' worth fay, " cried (he to herfelf, " if 
** ever the ridiculous adventure of laft 
** night (hould reach his ears, as nothing 
•* is more piobable, than that it may ?— 
•* Whar will my brother Frank fay, on 
«* hearing /uch a itory ? — What will Mr. 
** Goodman and Lady Mellafin fay ? — 
*' What a triumph for the envious Mifs 
** Flora ? — And what can I anfw- r for 
*^ myfelf> either to my friends, or cne- 
•* mics ?'• 

Little care as this young lady had 
fcemed to have taken of her reputation, 
it was nowithftanding very dear to hen 
—Honour was yet ftill more dear, and 
Ihe could not refleft, that what (he 
had done might call the one in queftion, 
and how near Ihe had been to having the 
other irrecoverably loft, without feeling 
the mod bitter agonies ; (he was not able 
to drefs, or go down flairs that day, and 
gave orders to be denied to whoever fliould 
come to vifit her. 

la 
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In this perplexed fituation of mind let 
us leave her for a while and it with 
what fort of temper Mr. Trueworth be- 
haved, after having feen l)tr go to the 
very woman he had fo much conjured her 
to avoid. 

All the love he had for her, would n t 
keep him from refenting this laft rebuff; 
— he thought he had not deferved fuch 
ufage, nor that his having profclTed him- 
fclf her lover, gave her the privilege of 
treating him as her flave : — the humour 
he was in making him unfit for company, 
he went diredlly to his lodgings; but had 
not been long there bisfore it came into his 
head, that poITibly the manner in which 
ihe had behaved was only, a fit of coa- 
tradidion, and that, after all, Ihe might, 
when (he was out of hearing, have given 
counter-orders to the chairmen, and was 
neither gone to Mifs Forward's, it.^r 
woukl accompany her to the play. — Wich 
fuch vain imaginations does love feme- 
times flatter its votaries, and the linccre 
and ardent flame, which filled the heart of 
Mr. True worth, made him greedily catch 
at every fuppofition, in favour of the 
^arJing objcd. 

G. 5 W\l\\T^%v 
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Willing, howcircr, to be more afliired, 
he bethought hiijfi^elt of a ftratagem, which 
would cit^ refieVe all the doubts. remain- 
ing in hitn of her obftinacy, or convince 
him tbey were but too juft : — he fent 
immediately to his barber for a black 
perriwig, and muffled up in a cloak, fo as 
to render it almoft an impoflibility for 
him to be known by any one, went to the 
theatre, and with a heart divided betwixt 
hope and fear, placed himfelf in a part 
of the middle gallery, which had the full 
command of more than half the boxes i 
— he faw a very brilliant circle, but not 
Ihe whom he fo much dreaded to find» 
fhine among them. 

Having fcrutinoufly examined all within 
the reach of his view, he quitted his prc- 
fent poft, and removed to the other fide 
oF the houfe, where he foon diicovered 

the perfons he came in fearch of: he 

faw Mifs Forward earneft in difcourfe witl\ 
a gentleman that fat behind her, and Mifs 
Betfy Receiving fruit from another, with 
the fame freedom and gaiety of deport* 
ment fhe could have done, if prefented 
by himfelf; — he faw the nods, — the 
winks, — and the grimaces, which fcve- 
ral in the pit made to each other, when 

looking towards thcfe two ladies^ 

every 
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every moment brought with itfome frefli 
matter for his mortification , yet would 
not his curiofity ftop here. — When the 
play was ended, he went haftily down 
itairs, and mingled with the crowd that 
ftood about the door, in hopes' of feeing 
Mifs Betfy quit her company, take a chair, 
and go home; — but how cruel a ftab 
was it to a man, who loved as he did, to 
find her go with a diffolute companion 
and two gentlemen, who, he had reafon 
to believe, by the little he faw of their 
behaviour, were utter ftrangers to her, in 
a hackney coach -, — he was once about 
to appear himfelf through his difguife, 
and tell Mifs Betfy, that he thought he 
had more right to the honour of conduft- 
ingher, than thofe to whom Ihe gave per- 
miflion, but the greatnefs of his fpirit af- 
filed his prudence in reftraining him from 
lb rafh an a£lion. 

After this fight, it is not in the power 
of words to reprefent what it was he felc 
Reafon was too weak to combat againft 
the force of fuch various emotions as for 
a time had the entire poflfeffion of his 
foul : — thought Mifs Betfy unworthy 
of his love, yet ftill he loved her 5 and 
had (he been wicnefs of his prefent di-- 
ftrafted ftate, flie would have feen the 
power fhe had over him, no lefs manifeft 
G 6 in 



132 THE HISTORY OF 

in the moments of his rage, than in thoie 
in which he had behaved with the greateft: 
tendernefs and refpeft. 

His good fenfe, however, at laft con- 
vinced him that as no folid happinefs 
could he expefted with a woman of Mifs 
Betfy*s temper, he ought to conquer his 

paffion for her. This he refolved to 

attempt, yet thought before he did fo» it 
would become him to fee her once more, 
to argue gently with her, and to try, at 
leaft, if there were not a pofllibility of 
making her fee the errors fhe was guilty 
of. 

With this intent he went the next day 
to vifit her, but being told (he could fee 
no company that day, was going from 
the door, when Mifs Flora, who had 
watched for him at the parlour window, 
came and defired him to walk in; — his 
complaifance would not permit him to 
refute her requeft, and after the ufual 
compliments, faid, he was forry Mils 
Betfy was fo \\\. — ** You need not be 
*^ in much pain,** replied (he, with a 
look which he thought had more than an' 
ordinary meanina in it, ** (he is not 

« greatly indifpolcd" «* Perhaps,'* 

cried Mn 1 rueworth, with fome warmth, 
*' ihc is only fo to me." — " I cannot 

f,fay 
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*i fay any thing to that, returned Mils 
*« Flora, but her orders were in general 
<* to ail that came •, and I believe, in- 
*« deed, (he is not perfedly well ; — (he 
** came home extremely late laft night, 
*« and feemed in a good deal of diforder." 

— «• Diforder, madam, interrupted Mr. 
Trueworth, impatiently, " for Heaven's 

«• fake, on what occafion ?" •* I wifli 

«« I could inform 50U, anfwered fhe, but 
*• at prefent I am not favoured with her 
•* confidence, though there was a time, 
*« when I was made partaker of her deareft 
•* fecrets: — I wifh thofe (he now intrufts 
** them with, may be no Icfs faithful to 
** her than I have been.*' — " I hope, faid 
** he, fhe has none which to be betrayed • 
•* in would give her pain." — With ihefe 
words he rofe up to go away, — Mifs Flora 
fain would have perlwaded him to drink 
tea J but he excufed himfelf, faying, he 
was engaged, — that he came only to en* 
iquire alter the health of her fair friend, 
and could not have (laid, if fo bappy as 
to haVe feen her. 

Scarce could this paflionate Idver con- 
tain himfelf, *till he got out of the houfe : 

— the manr.er in which Mifs Flora had 
fpoke of Mifs Betfy, added fre(h fuel to 
the jealou(ies he wa^ before poflefled of; 
but how great foever his difturbance was, 

he 
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he found on his return home fomewhat 
which made all he had known before feem 
light and trifling. 



CHAP. XII. 

Contains fame pqff ages y which, it is probable , wiB 
afford more fain than pUafure^ yet are very 
pertinent to the hijlory^ and neceffary U b$ 
related. 

THOUGH the words which Mifs 
Flora had let fall to Mr. True worth 
concerning Mifs Betfy, feemed as if fpokea 
by mere chance, there was couched under 
them, a defign of the moll black and vil» 
lainous kind, that ever entered the bread 
of woman, as will prefently appear to the 
aftonifhment of every reader. 

In order to do this, we muft relate ail 
incident in Mifs Betfy*s life, not hitherto 
mentioned, and which happened fome litrlc 
time before her going to Oxford, with her 
brother Frank. 

On her firfl coming to town, a woman 
had been recommended to her for ftarch- 

ing. 
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ding, and making up her fine linnen :— 
this perfon ftie had ever fince employed, 
and took a great fancy to, as (he found 
her honeft, induftrious, and very obliging. 
— The poor creature was unhappily mar* 
ried, — her hulband was gone from her, 
and had Hfted himfelf for a foldier; — 
being born in a diftant county, fhe had 
no relations to whom fhe could apply for 
afliftance, — ^was big with child, and had 
no fupport but the labour of her hands.— 
Thefe calamitous circumftances fo much 
touched the commiferative nature of Mifs 
Betfy, that (he frequently gave her double 
the lum (he demanded for her work, be- 
fides beftowing on her many things (he 
Jeft off wearing, which, though trifles in 
themfelves, were very helpful to a perfon 
in fuch diftrefs. 

Mifs Mabel, for whom (he alfo worked 
at the fame time, was no Icfs her patro- 
nefs than Mifs Betfy. — In fine, they 
were both extremely kind to her, in (o 
much as made her often cry out, in a 
tranfport of gratitude, that thefe two good 
young ladies were worth to her all the 
cu(tomers (he had befides. — They con- 
tinued to prove themfelves fo, indeed i 
for when her child was born, which hap- 
pened to be a girl, they ftood god-mo- 
thers, and not only gave handfomely 

them- 
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themfelves,but raifed a contribution among 
their acquaintance, for the fupport of the 
lying in woman and her infant ; the for- 
mer, however, did not long enjoy the 
blefling of two fuch worthy friends, — 
{he died before the expiration of her 
month, and the latter being wholly defli- 
tute, was about to be thrown upon the 
parilh : — fome well-difpofed neighbour, 
who knew how kind iviifs Mabel and 
MiG Betfy had been, came and acquainted 
them with the melancholy ftory ^— they 
confulted together, and each- reflefting,. 
that fhe had undertaken the proteftion 
of this infant at the font thought herfelf 
bound by duty to preferve it from thofe 
hardfliips with which children thus expofed 
are fometimes treated : — they, therefore, 
as they were equally engaged, agreed to 
join equally in the maintenance of this in-- 
nocent forlorn. 

This was a rare chariy indeed, and 
few there are, efpecially at their years, 
who fo julliy coniider the . bligations of a 
baptilmal covenant. - It was alfo the 
more to be admired, as neither of them 
had the incomes of tht ir fortunes in tneir 
own htinds, the one bv nig under guardian- 
fliip, an^I the other ar the allowanci^ of a 
father, who, though rich, was extremely 
avaritious. 

As 
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jfts they were therefore obliged to be 
good ceconomifts in this point, and nurfes- 
in the country are to be had at a mucb 
cheaper rate than in town, they got a^^ 
perfon to feck out for one^ who would not 
be unreafonablc in her demands, and at 
the fame time do juftice to her charge.— 
Such a one, according to the charaAer 
given of her by neighbours, being found, 
the child decently cloathed, was fent down- 
to her habitation, which was in a little 
village about feventeen miles from Lon- 
don. — For the fake of concealing the part 
Mifs Mabel had in this affair from the 
knowledge of her father, it was judged 
proper that Mifs Betfy Ihould fcem toe 
take the whole upon herfclf, which ftie 
did, and the nurfe's hufband came up 
every month, and received the money 
from her hands, as alfo whatever other 
neceffaries the child wanted. 

Who would imagine that fuch a gIo« 
rious aft of benevolence fhould ever be 
made a handle to traduce and vijify the 
author ?— yet what cannot malice, accom* 
panied with cunning, do! — It can give 
the faireft virtue the appearance of the 
fouleft vice, and pervert the juft eftima- 
tion of the world into a miftaken fcorn 
and contempt. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Flora, after receiving the difap- 
pointment, as related in the fixth chapter 
in this volume, was far from defiftmg from 
the wicked defign (he had conceived of 
putting an end to the intercourfe between 
Mifs Betfy and Mr. Trueworth. — Her 
fertile brain prefented her with a thoufand 
ftratagems, which Ihe rejeftcd, either as 
they were tooh weak to accomplifti what 
iiie wiftied, or too liable to difcovery, *till 
at lad (he hit upon the moft deteftable 
project of reprefenting what proceeded 
from the nobleft propenfity of Mifs Betfy's 
nature, as the ef&d of a criminal compul« 
iion :— in Bne, to make it appear fo feafi* 
ble, as to be believed, that the child who 
owed half its maintenance to her charity, 
was entirely kept by herfelf, and the off. 
fpring ot her own body. 

Having well weighed and deliberated 
on this matter, it feemed to her fuch as 
Mr. Trueworth, on the moft ftrift exa- 
mination, could not difcover the decep- 
tion of; — (he therefore refolved to purifue 
it, and accordingly wrote the following 
letter: 



To 
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To Charles Trueworth, Efqj 

* S I R, 

*THE fricndfliip I had for fome of 
^ your family, now deceafed, and the 

• refpeft due to your own charadter m 

• particular, obliges me to acquaint you 

• with truths more 'difagreeable than per- 

• haps you ever yet have h^ard : — but 

• before I proceed to the (hocking nar* 

• rativc, let me conjure you ro be* 

• lieVe, that in me your better angel 
^ fpeaks, and warns you to avoid that 

• dreadful gulph of everlafting miferyi, 
^ into which you are juft ready to be 
f plunged. 

« I am informed, by thofe who are mofl: 

• verfed in vour affairs, and on whofe ve*- 

• racity I may depend, that a treaty o£ 

• marriage is on foot, and almoft as good 

• as concluded, between you and Mifs. 

• Betfy Thoughtlefs. — A young lady, I 

• muft confefs, well defccndcd, — hand- 
^ fome, and endued with every accom- 

• pliftiment to attraft the admiration of 

• mankind ; and if her foul had the leafl: 

• conformity with her exterior charms, 

• you, doubtlefs, might have bee?) one of 

• the moft happy, and moft envied man 
f on earth j — but, fir, this feeming in- 

* nocence 



« 



HO THE HISTORY OF 

* nocence is all a cheat, — another has 

* been before- hand with you, in the joys 

* you covet; — your intended bride has 

* been a mother without the pleafure of 

* owning herfelt as fuch. The produ6t of 
a (hameful palTion is ftiil. living, and 

* though (he ufes the greateft caution in • 

* this affair^ I have by accident difcovered 

* is now nurfed ac Denham, a Imall vil- 

* lage. Within two miles ot Uxbridge, by 

* a gardener's wife, who is called by the 

* CO. i try people, Goody Bulhman. — I 

* give you this particular account, itt 

* order that you may make what enquiry 

* you (hall think proper into a faft, whicb 

* I am forry^to lay,, you will find but too- 

* real. — I pity frdm my foul the un- 

* fortunate feduced young lady, — fhe 

* niuft be doubly miserable, if by havinsr 

* L ft her virtue, (he lofes a hufbarid 
fuch as you *, — but if after this you 

*^ fhould think fit to profecute your pre- 
« tenfions, I wi(h (he may endeavour, by 

* her future conclu6t, to atone lor the 

* errors of the pait ; — but, alas ! her 
« prefent manner of behaviour affords no 

* fuch promiCng expedations ; and if you 

* fhould let your honour and fortune, and 

* all that is dear t > you, againft fo pre* 

* carious a ftake, as tjfie hope of reclaim*- 

* ing a woman of her temper, it muft 
^ cectainly fill all your friends with afto* 

^ niihment 



c 
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« nifhment and grief j — but you arc your- 
« felf the bell judge of what it will be- 
« come you to do, — I onlg beg, that 
< you will be aflured this intelligence 
« comes from one, who is, 

• With the utmoft fincerity, 

* S IR^ 

^ Your wcll-wifherj 

^ And mod humble, 

^ Though unknown^ fervant,** 

Shei«^uld not truft the fucccfs of the 
mifchief fhe intended ^yjf this letter, 'till 
fhi^ had examined and xe examined every 
fentence, and finding it altogether fuch 
as fhe thought would work the defircd 
cflfeft, got one, who was always her ready 
agent in matters of this kind, to copy 
it over, io order to prevent any accident 
from difcovering the real author, and 
then fent it as directed by the penny- 
jpoft. 

How far the event anfwercd her ex-; 
pe6tations (hall very fhortly be related j ^ 
Dut incidents of another nature, requiring 
to be firfl mentioned, the gratification of 

that 
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that curioficy, which this may have e£* 
cited, muft for a while be deferred. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Js the recital of fome accidents ^ as little poffiUe t9 
le forefeen by the reader^ as they were hy the 
perfons^ to whom they happened. 

IN youth, when the blood runs high» 
and the fpirits are in full viyacity^ 
afffiftion muft come very heairy indeed, 
when it makes any deep or lafting im« 
preffion on the mind. — That vexation 
which Mils Betfy had brought upon her^ 
felf, by going to the play with Mifs For- 
ward, was fevere enough the whole night» 
and the enfuing day. — A great whilc» 
It muft be confefledy for a perfon of her 
volatile difpofitioQ, and when the more 
violent emotions had fubfided, the terror 
Ihe had lately fuftained, had, at leaft, this 
goodeffed: upon herj it made her rc^ 
folve to take all poflible precautions not 
to fall into the like danger again. — As 
Ihe had an infinite deal of generofity in 
her nature, when not obfcured by that 
pride and vanity which the flatteries ihe 
had been but too much accuftomed tc^ 
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had infpiied her with^ fhe could not re- 
fleft how ill fhe had created Mr. True- 
^forth, and the little regard flie had paid 
to the tender concern he had Ihewn for 
her reputation^ without thinking Ihe ought 
to a(k his pardon, and acknowledge Ihe 
had been in the wrong. — - If Mr. True- 
worth could have known the humour fhe 
was at prefent in, how readily would he 
have flown to her with all the wings of 
love and kind forgivenefs ; but as he had 
not the fpirit of divination, and could 
only judge of her fentimcnts by her be- 
haviour, it was not in his power to con- 
ceive how great a change had happened 
in his favour, through a jufl fenfibility of 
her own error. 

She, in the mean time, little imagined 
how £ar he refented the treatment fhe had 
raven him, efpecially as fhe heard he had 
Deen to wait upon her the day in which 
ihe faw no company, and after having 
paft a night of much more tranquility 
than the former had been, went down in 
the morning to breakfafl, with her ufual 
chearfulnefs. — She had not been many 
minutes in the parlour, before fhe was 
agreeably furprifed with the fight of her 
elder brother, Mr. Francis Thoughtlcfs, 
who, it feems, had arrived the night be- 
fore. — > After the firft welcomes were 

over. 
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oVcr, Mr. Goodman aiked him. Where- 
fore he did not come dircAly to fais 
iioufe? faying he had always a Q)are bed 
to accommodate a friend : — To which 
the other replied, that he had come from 
Paris with fome company, whom he 
could not quit, and that they had lain at 
the Hummums. — Mifs Betfy was ex- 
tremely tranfported at his return, and faid 
a thoufand obliging things to him. all 
which he anfwered with more oolitenefi 
than tendernefs a and this young lady Ibon 
peiceivedbythisfpecimenof his behaviour 
to her, that fhe was not to expeft the 
fame affeAion from him, as (he had re- 
ceived fo many proofs of from her younger 
brother. 

His long abfence from England, and 
fome attachments he had found abroad, 
had, indeed very much taken off that 
warmth of kindnefs he would, doubtlefoy 
otherwife have felt for an only fift^r^ and 
one who appeared fo worthy of his love. 
•— As Mr. Goodman had acquainted him 
by letter, that he had hired a houfc jiir 
him,, according to his requeft, the chiqf 
of their converfation turned on that fub- 
jeffc, and as foon as breakfaft was over» 
they took a walk together to fee it. ^ 
On their return he leemed very much 
pkafcd with the choice Mr. Goodman had 

rhadci 
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made, and the little time he ftaid was 
entirely taken up with confulting lady 
Mellafin, his G&tr^ and Mifs Flora, con- 
cerning the manner in which (he fliould 
ornament it \ for the honeft guardian had 
taken care to provide all fuch furniture, as 
he thought wouM be neceflary for a fingie 
gentleman. 

No intreaties were wanting to prevail 
on bim^ to make that houfe his home, 
'till his own was thoroughly aired, and 
in all refpefts fit for him to go into; but 
he cxcufed himfclf, faying, he could not 
leave the friends he had travelled with, 
•till they were provided lor as well as 
himfelf *, nor could all Mr. Goodman, and 
the ladies urge, perfwade him to dine with 
them chat day. 

It muft be acknowledged, that this po- 
fitive refuial of every thing that was dc- 
Ored of him* had not in it all that com- 
pl^lance, which tnight have been expedl- 
ed from a perfon juft come from among a 
people more famous for their politenefs. 
than their fincerity. 

But he had his own reafons, which the 
family of Mr. Goodonan as yet were far 
from fufpeding, which made him aft in 
the manner he qow did ; and it was not, 

Voi.:n. H in 



X46 THE HISTORY OF 

in reality, the want of French breeding^ 
but the want of true old Englifh refolu- 
tion, tbac enforced this Teeming negligence 
and abruptnefs. 

After he was gone, Mr. Goodman went 
to 'Change, but was fcarce entered into 
the walk, where he had appointed to 
meet fome merchants, when he was 
accofted by two rough ill-looked fellowSf 
who demanded his fword, and told him, 
they had a writ againft him, — that he 
was their prifoner, and muft go with 
them. 

Mr. Goodman, who had as little reafon 
as any man living to fufpcdt an infult of 
this nature, only fmiled, and told thein, 
they were miftaken in the perfon. ^^ 
** No, no, faid one of them, wc are 
♦* right enough, if you are Mr. Samuel 
•* Goodman,** -— " My name is Sa- 
** muel Goodman, replied he; *' but! 
*^ do not know that it Hands in any 
•' man's books for debt ; — but pray, conr 
*« continued he, at whole fuit am I ar- 
*• refted ?*' — ** At the fuit of Mr. Oliver 
** Marplus, faid the other officer. — I 
'^ have no dealings with any fuch per- 
•' fon, cried Mr. Goodman, nor even 
•* ever heard the name of him you mcn- 
•• tion." — They then told him, it was 

his 
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his buiinefs to prove that, — they did but 
do their duty, and he muft obey the writ. 
•— Mr. Goodman on this, knowing they 
were not the perfons with whom this mat- 
ter Ihould be conceded, readily went where 
they condufled him, which was to a houfe 
belonging to him who appeared to be the 
principal of the two. — As they were com- 
ing off 'Change, he bad his coachman 
drive his chariot home, and tell his lady, 
that he believed he fhould not dine with 
her that day i but he kept his footman with 
him, to fend on what meflages he ihould 
find convenient* 

The officer, knowing his condition, 
and not doubting but he ihould have a 
handfonle prefent for civility-moncy, ufed 
him with a great deal of /efped, when 
he had got him into his houfe ; and, on 
his defiring to be informed of the lawyer's 
name, employed in the adion, he imme- 
diately told him, and alfo for what fum 
he was arrcfted, which was no lefs than 
two thoufand, iive hundred, and feventy- 
fivc pounds, eight ihillings, — ** A pretty 
•* parcel of money, truly, faid Mr, Good* 
•• man, I wonder in what dream 1 con- 
<* tradted this debt." — He then called 
for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote a line 
to his lawyer in the Temple, deiiring him 
CO go to the other, who, they iaid. Was 
H 2 con- 
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concerned againft him, and find out the 
truth of this affair 

The honed old gendeman having fent 
this letter by his fervant, called for fomo- 
thing to eat,* and was extremely facedous 
and pleaiant with the officers, not doubt- 
ing but that what had happened was oc- 
caTioned through fome miftake or others 
and (hould immediately be di(chai]ged, 
when the thing was enquired into; — « but 
his prefent good humour was changed into 
one altogether the reverfe, when his own 
lawyer, accompanied by him who was 
engaged for his adverfary, came to himt 
and told him there was no remedy but to 
give bail ; — - that the fuit commenced 
again(t him, was on account of a bond 
given by Lady Mellafin to Mr. Oliver 
Marplus, fome few days previous to her 
•marriage. — 'Tis hard to fay, whether fur- 
prize or rage was moft predominant in the 
foul of this much injured huiband, at fa 
Ihocking a piece of intelligence. — He 
demanded to fee the bond, which requeft ; 
being granted, he found it not as he at 
firit flattered himfelf, a forgery, but figncd 
with his wife's own hand, and witneflbl 
by Mrs. Prinks, her woman, and anochcr 
perloA whom he knew not* 

it 
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It is certain, that no confufion ever ex- 
ceeded that of Mr. Goodman's, at thi9 
dme : — he fat like one transfixed with 
thunder^ was wholly incapable of uttering 
one fyllable ; -r- he appeared to the com- 
pany as loft in thought ; but was indeed 
ilmofl: paft the power of thinking *till his 
lawyer roufed him with thcfe words, — 
" Come, Sir," faid he, *• you fee how 
»* the cafe ftands, — there is no time 
** to be bft, — you muft cither pay the 
U money down, or get immediate fecurity^ 
^* for I fuppofe you would not chufc 10 
"l;c here to-night" — This frafoi)able 
admonition brought him a litth to him* 
fdf :— he now began to refleA what it 
would beft become him to do; and» 
afar a paufe ot fome moments^ •* J be- 
•• licve," faid he, ** that I have now in 
" niy houfe nwre than the fum in bills 
'♦ that would difcharge this bond, but I 
•• would willingly hear what this woman 
*• has to fay before I pay the money, and 
*♦ will therefore give in bail.'* — Accord- 
ingly he fent for two citizens of great 
worth and credit, to defire them to come 
to him ; — they inftantly complied with 
this (ummons, and the whole affair being 
repeated to them, voluntarily ofiered to be 
his furetics^ 

H J Bail 
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Bail bonds were eafily procured, but fc 
took up fome time in filling them up, and 
difcharging the fees, and other conrcquen- 
rial cxpences, that it was pad one o'clock 
before all was over, and Mr. Goodmao 
had liberty to return to his own habita* 
tion. 

It was very feldom that Mr. Goodman 
ftaid late abroad ; but whenever any 
thing happened that obliged him to do 
fo, Lady Mellafin, through the great af- 
fection iTie pretended to have jfor him, 
would never go to bed *till his return. 
— Mrs. Prinks for the moft part was her 
fole companion in fuch cafes ; but it fo 
fell out, that this night neither of the 
two young ladies had any inclination to 
fleep : — Mifs Flora's head was full of 
the abovementioned plot, and the anxiety 
for its fuccefs ; — the remembrance of the 
laft adventure at Mifs Forward's was not 
yet quite diflipated in Mifs Betfy; — the 
coldncfs with which (he imagined herfelf 
treated by her elder brother, with whom 
fhe had flattered herfelf of living, and be* 
ing very happy under his proteftion, gave 
her a good deal of uneafinefs. — To add* 
to all thefe matters of difquiet, fhe had 
a!fo received that afternoon a letter from 
Mr. Francis Thoughtlefs, acquainting her, 

that 
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thakt he had the misfortune to be fo 
much bruifed by a fall he got from his 
hprfe^ that it was utterly impoiTible for 
him, to travel, and Ihe muft not expedt 
him in town yet for (otoe days. 

The ladies were all together^ ntting In 
the parlour, each chufing rather to in* 
dulge her own private medidations, than 
to hold difcourfc with the others, when 
Mr. Goodman came home. — Lady Mel- 
kfin ran to embrace him with a Ihew of 
the greateft tendernefsj — *' My dear Mr, 
*« Goodman," cried Ihe, " how much 
•* have I fufFered from my fear, left 
•* fome ill accident ttiould have befallen 
•• you !**——" The worft that could 
«* have happened has befallen me," replied 
ke, thrufting her from him ; " yet no 
•* more than what you might very reafon- 
«• ably expeft would one day or another 
** happen." — ' ** What do you mean, 
«• my dear ?" faid Ihe, more alarmed at 
his words and looks than ihe made Ihew 
of.-— " You may too eafily inform your* 
** felf what 'tis I mean," cried he haftily, 
" on the retrofpeft of your behaviour ; 
«* — - 1 now find, but too late, how much 
** I have been impofed upon. — Did yoa 
** not aflurc me," continued he, fome- 
what more mildly, ** that you were free 
•' frpm all incumbrances but that girl, 
H 4 ^*. whom. 
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** whom, fince ovr marriage, I have ttn^ 
** dered as my own?'* — And then per- 
ceiving Ihe anlwered nothing, but looked 
pale and trembled, he repeated to her the 
affront he had received, *• which,** faid 
he^ ** in all my dealings in the world, 
^^ would never have happened, but on 
*• your account.** 

Though Lady Mellafm had as much ar» 
tifice, and the power of difllmulationj a$ 
any of her fex, yet ihe was at a lofs thos 
taken unprepared. — She heiitaCed, — (he 
fiammered, and fain would have denied 
the having given any fuch bond i but 
finding the proofs too plain againft her^ 
(he threw herfclf at his feet, — * wepr, and 
conjured him to forg ve the only decep« 
tion (be had praAifed on him :— -<< It 
^* was a debt,** faid (he, •* contraflcd by 
•* my former husband, which I knew not 
i( of— i thought the effcds he left behind 
** him were more than fufficient to have 
" difcharged whatever obligations he lay 
<* under, and fooli(hIy took out letters of 
•* adminiftration. — The demand of Mar*- 
«< plus came not upon me *till fome time 
** after, — I then inconfideratcly gave 
«« him my own bond, which he however 
«* promifcd not to put in force without 
«* preyioufly acquainting me.** 

This 
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This excufe was too weak as well as all 
the affedion Mr. Goodman had for her,. 
to pacify the emotions of his juft indigna- 
tion. *• And pray," cried he, in a 

voice divided between (corn and anger, 
<< of what advantage would it have been to 
*« me your being previoufly acquainted 
*^ with it ? — Could you have paid the 
>* money without robbing, or defrauding, 
«^ me ; — No, Madam,'*^ continued he,. 
^* I fliall for the future give credit to no- 
^* thing you can fay, and as I cannot be 
*< aiilired that this is the only misfortune 
•« I "have to dread on your account, fliali 
«« confidcr what ftcps I ought to take for 
!• my defence/* 

Tn fpeaking theft words he rung; the* 
bell for a fervant, and ordered that bed,. 
to which he had' invited Mr.. Thoughtlcfs,. 
fliould that infl-ant be made ready for 

himfelf. All the tears and intreaties>/ 

Lady MellaHn were in vain, to make hir^ 
recede from his refolution of lying alone- 
that night; and as foon as he was. told 
his orders were obeyed, he ftung out of?^ 

the room, faying, "Madam;, perhaps, 

•* we never more may meef between a 

•• pair of Iheets." Whether at that 

time he was determined' to carry his re- 

ientmcRt fo far,v or not, is^ uncertain, but' 

H 5 whaBu 
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what happened very fliortly after, left him 
no other part to take, than that which he- 
had threatened. 



<fecfecjb<ferfb^feJb tSfe^^dfc ^<gb<gfe<lfe^cSlSy 



CHAP. XIV. . 

Givfs a full explanation ef fome pajfagesj tvbUb; 
hitherto bavefeemed very dark and mj/lerious.. 

THIS was a night of great confufion^ 
in Mr. Goodman's family ; — Lady. 
Mellafin either was, or pretended lo bq, 
in fits; Mifs Flora was called up.foon., 
afcer Ihe went to bed, but Mr. Goodman 
himfclf would not ht prevailed upon to 
rife, though told the condition his wife , 
was in, and that fhe begged with the ut- . 
moll earncftnefs to fee him. . 

This behaviour in a hufband lately to 
tender and affcdlionate is a proof, not on- 
ly that the greateft love, once turned, de- 
generates into its reverfe, but alfothat the 
fweeteft temper, when too much provoked 
by injuries, is not always the moft eafy i 

to be reconciled. The perfeft truft he . 

had put in Lady Mellafin, — the implicit 

faith he had given to all fhe faid^ and 

the 
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the dependance he had on the love fht 
had profefled for him, made the decep 
tion Ihe was now conviftcd of appear in 
worfe colours, than othcrwife it would 
have done. 

The more he reflc6led on this ugly af- 
fair, the more he was convinced of the hy- 
pocrily of his wife, in whom he had placed 

fuch confidence. — " We have been 

•* married near five years," faid he, to 
himlelf ; ** how comes it to pafs, that the 
•* penalty of this*bond was not in fo long 
*» a tipie demanded ? — It muft be that flie 
** has kept it off by large intereft, and 
•Vforbearance money, and who knows 
••how far my credit may be endangered' 
■• for the raifing of it ? — *Tis likely, that 
•• while I thought every thing neceflary- 
•* for my family was purchafed with ready- 
••. money, I may ftand indebted to all the 
•* tradefmen this wicked woman has had 

•^ any dealings with ; nay, I cannot 

" even aflfure myfelf, that other obJiga- 
•* tions of the fame kind with this I have 
•• already fuficred for, may not f6me • 
•' time or other call upon mefbr theif- 
•* difcharge.*' 

With thefe difturbed meditations, in- 

ftead of fleep, did he pafs what was rr- 

maining of the night, when he wcric (o 

H 6 bed > 
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bed ; yet he role the oext day full as early, 
as he was accuftomed to do, after havings 
enjoyed the bcft repofc. 

The firft thing he did was to fend -for 
as many of thofe trades-people, as he 
either knew himfclf, or his fervants could 
inforoi him, had at any time fent good& 

into his houfe. On their prefeucing, 

themfelvcs before him, he found, more 
to his vexation than furprize, for he now 
expefted the worft, that all of them, cvea 
to thofe who fupplied his kitchin,. had 
bills of a long (landing : ^— he difcharged 
all their fcvcral demands direftly, and 
having taken a receipt in full from each 
of thfm, defired they would henceforward 
fufFer no goods to be left within his doors. 
without the value being paid on the deli^^ 
very. 

Mr. Goodman had juft difpatched the 
l.ft of thefe people, when he was told a 
woman begged leave to fpeak to him: -— 
" Another creditor, I fuppofe," faid he, 
and then ordered (he Ihould come in.— 
As foon as (he did fo, — " Well, niif- . 
'* trefs,'* cried he, feeing her a woman of 
a very plain appearance, — ** What is it 
«* you require of me ?** — - " Nothing^ 
«* Sir,** replied (he-, ** but that you wilt. 
*^ permit me to acquaint you with a 

*• things 
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«« thing, which it very much concerns you 
«* to be informed of ?** — *« I ftiould 
** otherwife be an enemy to myfclf," re- 
fumed he> " therefore pray fpealc what 
♦* you have to fay. 

• I am, fir,* faid fhe, • the unfortunate 
« wife of one of the moft wicked men* 

* upon earth, and by my being fo, have 

* been compelled to be in fome meafure- 

* accef&ry to the injuftice you have fuf- 
^ uined; but I hope what I have to re- 
« vea),. will atone for my tranfgreflion.*' 
— Mr. Goodman then defired (he would 
fit down, and without any farther pre- 
lude proceed to thebufinel^ flie camc^ 
upoa. 

* The fum of what I Bave to relate,* 
rejoined fhe, ' is, that the bond, orv 

* which you were yeflerday arrefted, and 

* for the payment of .which you have 
•given fecuri'^y, is no more than an itn- 

* pudcnt fraud j, but the particulars, that 

* preve it fuch, cannot but be very dif- 

* pleafing to you ; however I fhali make 

* no apology for relating them,, as the 

* perfcift knowledge of the whole tranf- 

* aftion may put you in a way to prc- 

* vent all future iiajuries of the Ike na- 

* turc. 

Mjr 
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* My hufband, whofe name is Oliver 
Marplus,* continued fhe, ' had the ho- 
nour of waiting on a nobleman belong* 
ing to court, when Sir Solomon Mella- 
fin had a poft there :— his lady, now un- 
happily ' yours, took a fancy to him^ 
and entered into a criminal conrerlation 
with him, fome time before her hus- 
band's death, and has ever fince, unlels 
very lately broke off, continued it. On 
my firft difcovering it, he begged me 
to be eafy, and reminded me, that as he 
had nothing at prefent to depend upon^ 
having loft his place, but her Ladymip's 
bounty, I ought to wink at it, and be 
content that (he fliould (hare his perfon, 
fince I (hared in the benefits ari(ing 
from their intercourfe. — I knowing 
his temper too well, not to know 
that any oppofition I could make would 
be in vain, and feeing no other re- 
medy, was obliged to feign a confent 
to what the love I then had for him 
rendered moft terrible to me. — Thus 
we went on, her Ladyftip fiill fupply- 
ing him with money for our fupport, 
'till he being informed, that her mar- 
riage with you was near being confum- 
niated, he bethought himfelf of a ftfa- 
lagcm to prevent the change of her 

* con- 
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< condidon from depriving him of the 

* condnuaoce of her favour. — It was 

* this: 

« Their private meetings were always 
^ in the Savoy, at a houfe of my hufband's 

* chufing for that purpofe, the mafter 
^ of it bebg his intimate friend and 

* companion. — Myfclf, and two men, 

* whom he made privy to the plot, and 
•- were to pcrfonate officers of juftice, 

* were to be concealed in the next room 

* to the lovers, and as foon as we found* 

* they were in bed, burft open the door, 
« rulh in, and catch them in the very a& 

* of Ihame. 

^.AU this was executed according as it 

* was contrived ; — my hufband jumped 
« .out of bed, pretended to ftruggle with 

* the iham conftables, and fwore he would 

* murder me, — 1 afled my part, as they 

* .fince told me, to the life, — feemed a 
' very fury, and faid 1 did not care what 

* became of me, if I was but revenged 

* upon my rival. — Lady Mellafin tore 

* her hair, wept, and intreated me in the 

* moft abjeft tc;rms to forgive, and not 

* expofe a woman of her rank to public 

* fcorn and infamy. — To which I re* 
« plied, that it was not her quality fhould 

* proted: her ! — I loaded her with the 

moft 
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• mod: inveterate reproaches I could thinib 
' of. — Indeed, thercf required nor much 
*• ftudy for my doing fo, for I heartily 

• hated her. — • After Tome time pafled in 
^ befeechings on her fide, and railings on 
« mine, one of the pretended conilables 

< cook me afide, as if to perfwade me to 

< more moderation, while the other talked^ 

• to her, and infinuated as if a fum of' 
f money might compromife the matter.— 

• My hufband alfo told her, that though 
« he dttefted me for what I had done, yet 

• he wiflicd her Ladyfhip, for her own 

• fake, would think of fome way to paci^ 

• me •• — for,* faid he, * a wife m thefe 

• cafes has great power/ 

• The terror (he was in of appearing be-^ 
•" fore a civil magiftrate, and ot being liable 

• to fcrflfer that punilhment the law inflidfe 
^ upon an adulcf efs, and confequently the 
^- lofs of all Mr hopes of a marriage 
' with you, Sir, made her readily agree, 

• to do any thing I (hould require. — 
« 1 feemcd quite averfe" tor a* gobd 
' while to liftcn to a-ny terms of accom* 

• modation, but at length afFefted to 

• be overcome by the perfwafions of the 

• men I brought with me, and her pro- 

• mifc of allowing us a very handfome 

• fupport, as foon as fhe became your 
^ wife, and /hould have it in her power; 

* J- This 
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• — This I made flight on, and told hc%. 

* that I would not depend upon her pro-. 

* mife for any thing. •— It was then pro-. 
^ pofed^ that fhe fhould give a bond for, 

* a large fum of money to Mr. Marplus., 
— " That you may do with fafety,•^. 
(aid he to her, «« as I (hail have it ia 
*< my own hands, and you may be aflfured 
•• will never put it in force to your prc- 
•• judice." 

> 

• In fine. Sir/ continued Mrs. Marplus^. 

• flic agreed to this propofal, and as it was 

* then too late for the execution of what 

• flic hid promifed, on her making a fo-s 

* lemn vow to fulBl it pundually the. 

• next day, I told her, flic was at liberty^ 
^ to go home that night, but that I would, 

^ not withdraw the warrant I pretended to, 

* have taken out againft her, 'till all wa» 
« bvtn 

* She was, indeed, too much rejoiced . 

• at the expedation of getting off from . 

• the imaginary profccudon to think of 

• breaking her word j — my wicked huf- 

• band, however^ had the fuccefs of hi*. 
'• dcfign^ more greatly at heart, than ta 

* give her any long time for reflexion ^ 

* accordingly we went pretty early the 
••next morning to her lodgings, accom- 

^ paoiedrriyy one of thofe» who had af- 

* ibmed 
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« fumed the charaAer of conftable, and 
« who in reality had formerly fcrved the 

• parifh where he ft ill lives in that ca- 

• pacity, and a lawyer, previoufly^diredled 

• to fill up the bond in the ftrongeft and 

• moft binding terms that words could 

• form* There was not the leaft demur 

• or objeftion, on the pa-t of her Lady- 
« fhip : — (he figned her name, and Mrs. 

• Prinks, her woman, and the man we 
< brought with us, fct their hands as wit* 

• nefles. 

• You, fee, fir/ purfued (he, * the drift 
of this contrivance, liady Mellafin was 
the inftrument, but it was you that was 
ordained to fuffcr : — there was no 
fixed fum, or fums, ftipulated for the 
fupport we were to receive from her ; 
but Marplus was fo continually draining 
her purfe, that I have often been amazed 
•by what arts fhe impofed on you to re- 
plenifti it. — Whenever fhe began to 
make any excufe for not complying with 
his demands, he prefently threatened her 
with putting the bond in force againft 
you, by which means he extorted 
from her almoft whatever he re- 
quired. 

* One time in particular, he pretended 
to. be under an arrcft for three hundred 

• pounds. 
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^ poQsds, and fhe not having fb moch 

* money by her, was obliged co fend Mrs. 
^ Prinl^ with her diamond necklace, to 
' the pawn-broker's to make it up ; — 

* yet, — would you believe it, lir, — 
^ notwithftanding all he got from her 
< Ladyfhip, he kept me poor and mean^ 
^ as you iee ; would not let me have a 

* Icrvant, but made me wa(h his linnen, 
^ and do all his drudgery, while he 

* ftrutted about the town like a line fcl- 
' low, with his tupee wig, and laced waift^ 

* coat ; and if I made the Icaft complaintt 

* would tell me^ in derifion, that as I had 
*' no children, I had nothing elfe to do but 

* to wait upon him- — I bore all this, 
•* however, becaufe I loved< the villain,. 
•^ and, indeed, did nqt then know he was. 
^ fo great a one to me^ as I now find 
•he is. 

* He pretended to me that he was 
« heartily weary of Lady Mcllafin, — hated 
** her, — and could no longer bear the 

* pain of diffcmbling with her. — " f 
*^ will, therefore,*' faid he, "demand a 
" much larget fum of her than I know 
" it is in her power to raifc : -— her non- 
*^ compliance will give me an excufe for 
•* compelling her hufband to pay the pc- 
** nalty of the bond, and when I have 
«* got the money I will purchafc an cm- 

♦^ ploymcnt 
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** pIoymcDt m fome one or other of the 
^* public offices^ on which you and I may. 
** live comfortaJ>Iy logcther ihe retnaindci^ 
•« of our days/' 

^ Accordingly, at bis next meeting with* 
^ Lady Mcllaun, he told her, he had a pre- 

* lent occafion for a fum of money, and. 

* Ihe muft let him have five hundred* 

* pounds within four or five days at far-^ 

* theft. — This, it feems, extremely alarmed^ 
^ her ; flie replied, that it was impoffible 

* for her to procure fo much at onccr- 

* — complained that he had bten tpa. 

* preflSng upon her, and told him» that he. 
^ ought not to expedt ihe could always. 
^ fupply his extravagancies in the manner. 

* fhe had lately done. — High words arofe 

* between them on this account ;— (he rc-c 
^ proached him with the ftraits he had al« 
^ ready put her to, — faid he muft wait 

* 'till money came into her hands. — He 
^ fwore the prefent exigence of his af* 
^ fairs required an immediate fupply,. 

* —that he faw no remedy but arreft- 
^ ing you^ and they parted in great 
^ anger» 

^ The next day he fent me to her with 
^ a letter ; — neither (he, nor Mrs. Prinks» 
^ ^aa at home, and I did not judge proper 
^ tp leave it with the fervants^ (o car* 

* rfed 
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^ ried it back again : — he did noc hap- 
pen to a(k me for ic» and I never 
f Uiought of returning it,, which I am 
c now very glad of, as it may ferve to 
c corroborate the truth of what I. told 
€ you.* 

In fpeaking this, fhe prefented a paper 
CO Mr. Goodman, which he took haftily 
one of her hands, and found it conuined 
Cbefe words : 

To Lady Mbllasiii. 

• Madam, 
« YOUR excufcs wont do with me, — 
» Money I muft have, — I know you 
> may raife it if you will, and I am 

* amazed you fhould imagine I can believe 

* any thing you fay to the contrary, when 

* you have an old fellow, who, you your- 
•'* felf told me, knows no end to his 
* * wealth, and that you married him only 

* to make him my banker. •— Do not, 

* therefore, offer to trifle wkh me any 
^ k>nger, for if you do, by my foul I (hall 

* put the bond in force, and then there will 
^ oe an end of all love and friendlbip be- 

■^ tween you and him, who has been for lo 
l many years, 

* Your conftane fctvanti 
* O. MAii!Pii.vs/ 
?• OhI 
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« Oh! wretched, — wretched woman !** 
cried Mr. Goodman, as foon as he had 
done reading, — *' to how low, — how 
*^ contemptible a ftate has vice reduced 
«' her I " — Mrs. Marplus perceiving by 
his countenance the diftrafbicn of his n^ihd, 
would not profecute her difcourfe, 'till he» 
recovering himfelf a little, bid her go on» 
if any thing yet remained to be related of 
this (hocking narrative. 

« I have told you, fir,* refumed (he, 
the preparations, the confequence you 
are but too well acquainted with^— I 
have only to a(rare you, that I had- not 
difcovered my hu(band*s bafenefs, buc 
with a view of your doing yourfeif juA 
tice :— you have no occafion to pay this 
bond, — you can prove it a fraud by the 
joint evidence of myfclf his wife, and an- 
other pcrfon, no left deeply concerned in 
the contrivance, and is ready to make 
his affidavit of every particular I have 
recited j— but then, whatfoevcr is done, 
mud be done with expedition, or he will 
be paft the reach, either of you or me.-'** 
I have juft now learned, that infiead of 
purch^fmg an employ menr, as he pre- 
tended to me, he is privately preparing 
to gp over to Holland, BruiTels, or fome 
.of thofe places, and fettle there with a 

5 young 
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* young hufTeyy who they fay, is with child 

* by him, and will leave me here to ftarvc. 
«^*His lawyer, to whom he has alTigned the 

* bond, is to advance fifteen hundred 

* pounds upon it, on condition he has the 
« refidue of it to himfelf, when you fhall 
« difcharge the whole. Now it is in your 
« power, fir, to fave yourfclf the payment 

* of fo much money» and relieve a much 
« injured and diftrefled wife, by complain- 
^ ing to the court of Chancery of the im- 

* pofition praftifed on you, and procure a 

* Ne exat regnum to prevent his cfcape.* 

Here (he gave over fpeaking, and Mr. 
Goodman, after a fliort paufe, replied, 
Uiat he could not at that inftant refolve on 
any thing ; but added, that he would take 
fome advice, and then let her know how 
far fhe might be ferviceable to him : 
—on which ihe took her leave, after giving 
him directions where ihe might be found. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XV. 

Shews f9me part %f the cwfequenat^ fnJucidhf 
the foregoing occurrence. 

THOUGH Mr« Goodman very eafily 
perceived the wife o( Marplus luid . 
not made the difcovery (he had done 
' through any priaciple of confcience, or true 
contrition for having been an accomplice 
in the bale adion Ibe had revealedt but 
merely in revenge of a hulband, who had 
ufed her i]l, and was about to leave her, 
yet he thought it behoved him to draw all . 
the advantages he could from the know* 
ledge of fo allonifhing, and fb alarming a 
&cret. 

He therefore wafted no time, cither in 
unavailing reflections on his own inconfi- 
deratenefs, in marrying at his years, a wo* 
man, fuch as Lady Mellafm, nor incxda* 
tnations on her ingratitude and perfldiouf* '^ 
nefi i but convinced beyond a doubt of 
the wrongs he had faftained, bent Ms 
whole mind on dcnng himfelf juftice, in at 
ample a manner as pofllble, on the ag* 
^dlbra« 

The 
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The lawyer, to whom he had applied 
the day before, was not only a perfon who 
had tranfa6ted all the bufinefs he had in 
his way, but was alfo his acquaintance of 
a long ftanding, and very good friend, and 
it was no inconfiderable conlolation, under 
fo grievous a misfortune, that he was not 
M a lots whom he fhould confult on an af- 
fair that required the greateft ifftegrity, as 
well as ability. 

That gentleman, luckily for Mr. Good- 
man's impatience, came to enquire how he 
didj after his laft night's (hock, juft as he 
was preparing to wait on him, in order to 
acquaint him with the more ftabbing one 
he had fince received. — This injured hus- 
band rejoiced, as much as the prefent un- 
happy iituation of his mind would permit, 
at the fight of his friend, and related to 
him, in as brief a manner as he could, the 
fum of the whole ftory he had received 
from Mrs. Marplus. 

•* Good God!" faid the lawyer, as foon 

as Mr. Goodman had given over fpeaking, 

•• 1 am confounded : — but, pray, fir, 

. •• how have you refolved to do ? — In 

•* what way will you proceed ?" 

« That I muft aflc of you," replied 
Mr. Goodman, haftily 5 " you may be 

Vol. IL I • certain 
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** certain I will not be palTive in this mat* 
** ter. — — 1 only want to kndw what 
«' courfe I am to fleer." — « Cdirid you 
•* confent^" cried the lawyer, after a 
•' paufc, to be divorced from Lady Mcl« 
•* lafm ?'* — " Confent ! faid Mr. Good- 
man, with more warmth than before, tho 
** moft terrible vexation I endure, dwell* 
^< in the confideration, that Ihe is ftill my 
** wife ; i^ were that name once erafed, 
«« I think I fhould be eafy." — " I hope 
•« then foon to fee you fo, faid the others 
•« but the firft thing we have to do is to 
*« get the affidavits of the two withefies^ 
•* and then arreft Marplus. — I (hall order 
" it fo with his lawyer, whom I have un- 
^« der my thumb, on account of fomc 
*« mal-praftices I have detefted him in, 
** that he fhall not dare to procure bail 
** for this unworthy client. — In a word, 
*' fir, continued he, I do not doubt,, the 
*' cafe being fo plain, but to relieve you 
** from paying the penahy of the bond ; 
" but, in the mean time, what will 
«* you do with Lady Mellafin ? — It is 
«* neceffary (lie (hould be removed out of 
« the houfe." — «* The houfe is hell to 
** me while (he is in it," faid Mr. Good^ 
man. — They had fome further talk on 
this afiair, and the manner in which Mn 
Goodman was co conduct hinifelf being 

fettled^ 
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fettled, a footman was fent to bid Mrs. 
Prinks come down. 

The confidant of all her lady's guilty 
fecrets could not, now detefted, behold the 
face of Mr. Goodman, without the ex- 
tremeft terror and conf ufion : he perceived 
it, as (he flood trembling fcarce half within 
the door, not daring to approach, — -• 
** Come near, faid he j you are a fervant, 
** and below the eflfefts of my refentment, 
<* which otherwife you might have caufc 
«* to dread : — I have a meflage to fend by 
** you to your lady, — take care you deli- 
" vcr it in the words I give it/'— On 
which Ihe ventured to advance a few fteps. 
farther into the room, and he went on, 
with a more authoritative voice than (he 
bad ever heard him affume before, in this 
manner : 

«* Tell her, faid he, that for many 
<* reafons I find it wholly improper Ihe 
** ftibuld remain any longer under the 
•* fame roof with me •, — defire her there- 
** fore to provide a lodging immediately, 
** for herfelf, and all belonging to her i , 
«« — you muft all depart this very night, 
** fo it behoves her to be fpeedy in her 

** preparatioi^s.'* ^•^ To-night, fir!'* 

cried Mrs, Prinks ? — " I have faid it, 

rejoined he, fiercely, — *• begone ! it is 

1 2 *' not 
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*' not your bufmefs to reply, but to obey.** 
— She fpokc no more, but retired with 
much greater hafte than (he had en* 
tered. 

Mr. Goodman, and his lawyer, were 
purfuing their difcourfe, on the prefent me- 
lancholy occafion, when the butler came 
in to lay the cloth for dinner, As fooa 
as he had finifhed, and fet all the necef- 
fary utenfils on the table, Mr. Goodman 
ordered him to go to MifsBeify*s chapibcr, 
and defire her to come down to din- 
ner. 

That young lady had pafled the mom* 
ing in a very difagreeable manner : — 
the want of repofe the night before had 
made her lie in bed 'till the day was 
very far advanced. — When Ihe got up, 
good- manners, good-breeding, and even 
common civility, obliged her to enquire 
after Lady Mellafin*s health ; and being 
told that (he was ftill in bed, the fame 
motives induced her to pay her compli- 
ments in perfon. — On entering the charti- 
ber, a mournful fcene prefented itfelf to 
her eyes : — Lady Mellafin fat up, fup- 
ported by her pillows, with all the tokens 
of defpair and grief, in every feature of 
her facej — Mils Flora had thrown her- 
fclf on a carpet by the bed- fide, her head 

leaning 
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leaning on the ruelle, and her eyes half 
drowned in tears j — Mrs. Prinks ftood at 
a little diftance from them, pale and mo- . 
tionlefs as a ftatue. — The approach of Mifs 
Betfy made fome alteration in their pof- 
tures, and feemedto awaken them from that 
lethargy of Client woe: — Lady Mellafin 
began to exclaim on the hardnefs of her 
fate, and the cruelty of Mr. Goodman, 
who, (he faid, feemed glad of a pretence 
to throw off that afFcdtion, which fhe had 
flattered herfelf would have l3cen as lading 
as life, Tind bewailed herfelf in terms fo 
tender and pathetic, that in fpite of the 
little refpedl that Mifs Betfy in reality had 
for her, and the juft indignation flie had 
for fome time conceived againft M;fs Flora, 
her gentle, generous heart was touched 
with the ftrongeft emotions of pity and 
forgivcnefs. 

As (he was far from fufpe£ting all the 

grounds Lady Mellafin had for this immo • 
erate grief, and in her foul believing tt\at 
Mr. Goodman would foon be brought to 
forgive both the affront and the damage 
his fortune had fuffered on her account, (he 
begged her lady (hip would not indulge the 
diSates of defpair, but refleift on the natu- 
ral fweetnefs of Mr. Goodman's difpofi- 
^on.— the great love he had for her, and 
I 3 above 
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above all his ftri£t adherence t6 thofe prin- 
ciples of religion, which forbid a lafting re- 
fentment; — and, in (hort, reminded her 
of every thing fhe could think of for her 
confolation. 

None of them having yet breakfafted,' 
flie ftayed^and drank coffee with them 
nor would her compafTionate temper have 
permitted her to quit them fo foon as flic 
did, if fhe had not been called away to a 
milliner, who was come with fomc thinn 
(he had the day before ordered to be 
brought, and (he had juft difpatched this 
little affair, and got out of her defhabille, 
when ihe had received the above- mention- 
ed meffage from Mr. Goodman, 

On her coming into the parlour, whene 
dinner was that moment fef virijg up,»— *^ I 
^* muft requeft the favour or you, Mift 
«• Betfy, faid Mr. Goodman, to do the 
** honours of my table to-day.'* — «•— 
*< I fhall do the bell I can, fir, replied 
«* Mifs Betfy, modeftly, but am very 
*' forry for the occafion, which obliges 
*' me to take upon me an office I am (b 
•' little accuftomcd to." — " You will be 
*' the better able to difcharge it when it 
" becomes your duty,*' faid Mr. Good* 
man, with a half fmile j *< but J believe 

*•• thi3 
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•' this is the only time I Qiall put you to 
*• it. — I have a kinfwoman, who I expert 
'* will be fo good as to take care of the 
*« affairs of my family henceforward." — 
** O, fir, replied Mifs Betfy, with a great 
** deal of concern, I hope Lady Mel- 
•* lafm has not for ever forfeited bcr 
" place.'* 

Mr. Goodman was about to make fomjj 
reply, when they heard the voice of that 
lady, whom Mifs Betfy had jufl men- 
tioned, extremely loud upon the ftairs,— 7 
•* I vril! not be ufed in this manner, 
«* cried Ihe; if I mull go, let him tell 
*Vme fo himfclf." — On this Mr. Good* 

inan grew extremely red : *' Go, 

faid he,^o the footman that waited at 
table, " and tell Lady Mellafin I will not 
^^ be difturbed.** ' •« Hold, cried thjC 
•* lawyer, permit me, fir, to mqderatjp 
«• this matter.'* In fpeaking thefc words^ 
he rofe haftily, and without ftaying to 
near what Mr. Goodman would fay, ran 
to prevent Lady Mellafin from coming 
in. While he was gone, " Yes, Mi5 
** Betfy, faid Mr. Goodman, you will 
•* lofe your companion ; — Mifs Flura 
*« with her mother, leaves my houfe to 
^ night." 

I 4 Mifs 
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Mifs Betfy, who had gone out of Lady 
Mellafin's chamber, before Mrs. Prinks 
brought her this piece of intelligence from 
Mr. Goodman, was prodigioufly furprifed 
to hear him Ipeak in this manner. — ** It 
** is a fudden turn^ indeed, purfued he; 
** but the reafons which urge me to this 
** reparation, will hereafter appear fuch as 
•* I neither could nor ought to have rcfift- 
«' cd.'* Mifs Betfy only replying, that 
he was certainly the bcft judge of what 
he did, no farther difcourfe happened on 
the fubje£b, nor indeed on any other for 
(bme moments* 

At laft^ however, Mr. Goodman taking 
notice that (he looked more tl^in ordi* 
narily ferious, «^ Perhaps, faid he, you 
f* may think my houfe too melancholy 
«« for you when they are gone, — The 
«< relation I intend to bring home, though 
«« a perfcft good woman, is pretty far iS* 
** vanced in years, and I believe re* 
*♦ ceives but few vifits, efpccially from 
" the younger fort; — but as the houfe I 
«« have hired for Mr. Thoughtlcfs will be 
" ready in a day or two, I ihould ima- 
•* gine he would be glad to have you 
" with him, 'till you marry ;~but tnis, 
•« continued he, is at your own option, 
*• —I do but mention it, bccaufe 1 would 

« have 
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«* have you entirely cafy in this point, and 
«* confider what it is will moft contribute 
•* to make you fo/* 

Mifs Betfy had only time to thank him 
for his goodncfs, before the lawyer came 
down : — that gentleman h^ found a 
more difficult talk than he had expefted, 
in bringing Lady McUafin to fubmit to 
the injunftions ftie had received from her 
hufband, — not that fhe had the leaft 
ipark of conjugal afFeftion for him, as 
the reader may very well fuppofe, or 
would have wiftied ever to fee him more, 
if flie could have lived without him in 
the fame manner (he did with him ; but 
the thoughts of leaving her large and 
richly furnifhed houfe, — her fine fidcboard 
of plate, — her coach, — her equipage, and 
ali thofe other enfigns of opulence and 
ftate (he now enjoyed, were infupport* 
able to her, and having in vain effayed 
what a feigned penitence and tendemefs 
could do, to work him to forgivenefs, 
had now refolved to try the efFcft of a 
more haughty and imperious deportment, 
^* — I will make him know I am his 
♦* wife, cried (he, and whatever he is 
•* po(le(red of, I am an equal (hater in : 
•* — let him not therefore think, ttaat 
** wherever he is mailer, I- (hall ceafc to 
«* be miftrcfs." 

I 5 The 
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The lawyer then remonftratcd to h?r» 
that though it were true as fhe faid, that 
Ihe had a right to parteke of his fortune, 
yet it was (till in the power of a hufband 
•to oblige her to receive- the benefit_of that 
right, in what manner, and in what place, 
he ihould think proper : he told her, Mr. 
Goodman was determined that (he (hould 
quit his^houfe, and that ail applications,. 
made by her to the contrary, would be 
fruitlefs, and exafperate him the more, 
and only (erve to widen the unhappy 
breach between them. ** If Mr. Good- 
** man, faid he, has no other complaint 
** again(t your ladyfhip, than fimply his 
•* paying the penalty of the bond, and 
•* it may be fome other trifling debts, I 
** cannot think he will, for any length of 
** time, perfevere in his prefejit inflexibili- 

/« ty of temper." Thefe arguments, 

and (bme others he made ufe of, enforced 
with all the rhetoric and art he was mafter 
of, at laft convinced her, that it was bcft 
for her to yield with a feeming willingnefs 
to the fate it was nor in her power to 
avoid, and (he promifed him to Tend Prinks 
diredtly to hire an apartment for her, at , 
a houfe near Golden- Square, with the 
jniftrefs of which (he had ibme fmall 
acquaintance. 

The 



MISS BETSt THOUGHTLES S. 1^9 

The whole rime this gentleman had been 
with Lady lyiellafinr, the meat was kept 
upon the table, but he would not ftay to 
cat, — " We have not a minute to lofe, 
*« fold he to Mr. Goodman ; — let us go, 
^ fir, and difpatch what we have to do.** 
With thef: words they both went haftily 
^Ottt of the cjoorj, leaving Mifs Betfy in. a 
good deal of copfternation at what they 
^RFere about. 



Js a kind of pUo, a mixture of many ibhigs^ all 
of them very much to the purpofe, though lefi 
tnSertaining than fome others. 

T[ ADY Mellafin, who lijtic cxpcded 
t J that her hullband was made io well 
lact^u^inted, or even that he had the leaft 
jthought of the worft part gf her beha- 
viour towards him, was ready enough to 
flf t;ter hcffelf, both from her experience of 
his uncommon tend.Tnefs for hcr^ an^ 
from what his lawyer had infinuated, in 
order to prevail on her to go away with the 
iefs noife, that when this guft of paiCoa 
I 6 was 
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was blown over, he would be reconciled^ 
and confenc to her return. 

Thefe imaginations made her carry it 
with a high hand before the fervants, and 
as they were packing up her things, while 
Mrs. Prinks was gone to prepare a lodg- 
ing tor her, — " Your mailer will be 
«* glad to fetch me home again, cried 
«• ftie; — ^ poor man ! he has ban ftrangc- 
«* ly wrong-headed of late, — I fuppoie 
'* he will be ready to hang himfelf when 
** he confiders what he has done, for he 
"may be .furc, I (hall not very, eafily 
•* forgive the affront he has put upon 

me/" 



«i ^^ » 



How truly amiable Is an unblemifhed 
diarafter, and how contemptible is the re^ 
verfe ! — Servants naturally love and re- 
Ipeft virtue in thofe they live with, and 
feldom or ever cither flatter or conceal the 
vices they do not greatly profit by.— The 
airs Lady Mellafin gave herfelf on this oc- 
cafion, were fb far from making them be- 
lieve her innocent, or their mafter blame- 
able, that as foon as they had got out of 
her fight, they only turned her pride, and 
the fall it was going to fuftain, into ridi« 
cule and grimace. 
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P MilsBetfy, however could not fee them 
depart in this manner, without feeling 
a very deep concern : — their misfortunes 
obliterated all the refentment (he had at 
any time conceived againft them^ and Ihe 
had never before been more angry, even 
widi Mifs Flora, for the treachery ihe had 
been guilty of to her, than fhe was now 
grieved at the fight of her humiliation. 

She was fitting alone, and full of very 
ierious refledions on this fudden change in 
the family, when her brother Thoughtlefs 
came in : — (he was glad of the opportu- 
nity of founding his inclinations, as to her 
living with him, and now refolved to do 
it effeftually : — (he began with telling 
him the whole ftory of Lady Mellafin** 
and Mifs Flora's removal, and then com- 
. plained how dully fhe fhouldpafs her time, 
with only Mr. Goodman, and an old 
gentlewoman, who was to come to be his 
houfekeeper. — •' I thought you were 
^^ about marrying, faid he, and cx- 
** p«<aed, from what Mr. Goodman 
*' wrote to me, that my firft compliment 
*« to you, on my arrival, would have been 
** to have wilhed you joy. — ^ You arc 
** not broke off with the gentleman, — 
«• are you?** 

The 
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The carelefs air with which he fpok* 
thefe words, ftuQg Mifs Beefy to the 
quick 5 (he took no notice, however, how 
much fhe was piqued at them, but re- 
plied, that the whole affair was mere £ug- 
geftion i — that it was true, indeed, flie 
had for fome time received the addrefiej& 
of a gentleman, recommended by her 
brother Frank ^ — that he, and fome odier 
of her friends, were very much for the 
inatch, and ihe fuppofed had fpoke of ^t 
ds a thing concluded on, becaufe they 
mUhcd it to be fo ; but for her own part, 
ihe never had as yet entertained one ferious 
thought about the matter ; and at prefenjt 
was far from having a&y difpofition to 
become a wife ; — " fo that,'* continue<^ 
ftie, *' if I am doomed to ftay in Mr. 
>* Goodman's houfe, 'till I am relieved 
** that way, it is vciy probable I may be 
«* moped to death, and married to my 
>.* grave.'* 

" Where is the neceflity fpr that,** 
faid he, "Are there not places enough 
** in town, where you may find good 
A« company to board, or lodge with ?*^— 
f« Doubtlefs there are many fuch, fir/* 
repUed ftie, with fome fpirit, *« and If I 
** am lo unhappy as not to have any friend 
^' fb kind to miake me an invitation, ihall 

««bc 



MISS BETSY THOUOHTLESS. 183 

" be obliged to feek an afylum amongft 
" ftrangers/* 

Mr. Thoughtlefs looked a little con- 
founded at thefe words : he had Iccn 

from the beginning of her difcourfe, the 
aim to which it tended, and as he had 
his own reafons for not complying with 
her defire, would not feem to underftaad 
her i but fhe now fpoke too plain, and he • 
was fomewhat at a lofs what anfwer to 
make, fo as not to giye her any caufe of 
accufing his want of affedlion, and at the 
fame time put her off from expedting be 
would agree to what (he would have hirPf 
in this point, when fortunately for' hii 
relief, a letter, juft brought by the poft; 
was prefented to Mifs Betfy. — «« Fromy 

*« L ' e/' faid (he as foon as (be 

took it into her hand. — " From brother 
** Frank, then I fuppofe," cried he. -7- 
^ No,** anfwered (he, *• from Lady 
" Trufty : — you will excufe me, brother, 
** while I look over the contents.** — Sbe 
broke it open while (he was fpeaking,' aqd 
read to herfelf as follows : 
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To ^fs Betsy Thoughtless, 

*« My dear Mifs Betfy, 

* Sir Ralph received yefterday a letter 
« from Mr. Thoughtlefs, dated Calais, 

* the third inftant, fo I doubt not, but by 

* this time I may congratulate you on lus 
^ fafe arrival in London -, but I am forry 

* to acquaint you, that while you were 

* embracing one brother, you were invcry 
< great danger of lofing another ; but do 

* not be too much alarmed,— I hope the 

* word is pad : — I believe he gave you 
^ an account himfelf, that by an unlucky 

fall from his horfe he was prevented from 

* going to London fo foon as he had dc- 

* figned, but the mifchief done him by 

* this accident, was much greater than hie 

* imagined at the time of his writing to 

* you. — What he took only for a com- 

* mon bruife, proved to be a contufion, 

* and for want of proper care . at firft, 

* through the outrageoufnefs of the pain, 

* foon brought on a fever : — for two 

* whole days we were in the utmoil appre- 

* henfions for his life ; i;ut now, thanks to 

* the author of all mercies, we are affured 

* by the phyfician that attends him, and 

* who is efteemed the moft Ikilful this 

* country affords, that he is in a fair way 

* of doing well. His delirium has quite 

* kft 



< 
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left him, and he has recovered the ufe 
of his reafon, fo far as to intreat 1 would 
fend the warmcft wifhes of his heart to 
you, and to defire you will make the 
fame acceptable to his dear brother, if 
you are yet fo happy as to fee him : — 
he aifo enjoins you to pay his compli- 
ments to Mr. Trueworch, in fuch words 
as are befitting the friendfhip you know 
he has for him. — I have much to fay to 
you from myfelf, on the fcore of that 
gentleman, andfhould be glad to add to 
the advice I have already given you, but 
am deprived of that fatisfaAion by the 
arrival of fome company, who are come 
to pafs a week or a fortnight with us» 
therefore muft defer what f have to fay 
till another opportunity ,-^FareweU may 
Heaven keep you under its proteAion, 
and your guardian angel never fail his 
charge. -> Be aflured, that though I do 
not write fo long» nor fo often to yoo at 
I could wifh» I am always, 

< With the grcateft (inccrity, 
« My dear Mifs Bctfy, 
« Your very aflfcftionate friend, 
« And humble fervant, 

M. Trusty,** 
• P.S. 
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^ P. S. I wrote the above this morning, 

* becaufe one of our men was to have 
« gone pretty early to town, but Sir 

* Ralph having fome letters of his own» 
« which were not then ready, detained 

* him, and I have now the pleafure to' 

* tell you, that the doftor, who is this 

* moment come from your brother's 

* chamber, aflfures me thit he has found 

* him wonderfully mended fince his 
^ vific to him lad nights— -Once more» 

* my dear, adieu.* 

Mr, Thoughtlefs perceiving fome tean 
in the eyes of Mifs Betfy, while Ihe was 
reading, cried out, " What is the matter, 
•* fiffcr ? — I hope no ill news from the 
V country." — " Be pleafcd to read that, 
^* fif," faid (he, giving him the letter, 
^' and lee if I had not caufe to be afieded 
f' with fome part of it.'* 

" Poor Frank,'* faid he, as foon ^ he 
had done reading, " I am forry for the 
^^ accident that has happened to iiim, but 
** more glad it is like to be attended with 
•* no worfe confequences. — Do not be 
*' melancholy, my dear fitter, you find he 
•* is in a fair way of recovery, and I 
•* hope wc (hall foon have him with us. 
•« I long very much to fee him,** conti- 
nued 
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nwed he, *« and the more fo, as I have 
•* fpoke in his beh^ to a general officer 
'^ whom I contra<5ted an intiniacy with 
<* at Paris, and who has promifed me all 
*' the ferYke he can, in procuring him a 
•' commiffion. 

They had fome further talk on family 
afl^rs, after which he told her he was 
troubled to leave her alone, but was obliged 
to return to fome company he had madjc 
an elopement from when he came there. 
A( f^UP% he f^Iuted her with a gre^ 
deaf of afie6Uon,~- dcfired fhe would b^ 
cb^rful, and faid, he dare believe (he had 
too much merit ever to have any real caufe 
to be otberwife. 

This tendcrnefs very much cxhilcratcd 
li?r orooping fpirits. -?- Ihe entertained 
frefb hopes of being in the houfe with .a 
brotfafr, who fhe round defigned to live 
in the mofl: elegant and polite manner, 
which was what (he had at prefent, the 
mwOl at heart of any thing in the world : 
r— ihe now began to fancy he did not 
propofe it to her, either be<:aufe he did 
not think Ihe would apprpve of it, or 
becaXife he feared, tb^t to teftify any dc- 
firc of removing her might offend Mr. 
Qoodman, as (he l^d jboarded with him 

^ver 
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ever fince (he came to town , — Ihc 
therefore refolved to defire the favour of 
that gentleman to mention it to him, as 
of his own accord, and let her know what 
anfwer he (hould make. — This idea gave 
her fome pleafure for a while, but it waft 
as foon diffipated ; the thoughts of her 
brother Frank's misfortune, and the dan- 
ger (he could not be fure he was yet per- 
feftly recovered from, came aj^n mto 
her mind ; but this alfo vani(hed, on re* 
membering the hopes Lady Trufty had 
l^ven her ; yet ftill (he was dKcontentedy 
though (he knew not well at what. — In 
fine, (he was fo little accuftomed to re- 
fleft much on any thing, much lefi to be 
alone, that it became extremely irkfome 
to her, — « What a wildernefs is this 
** houfe!" cried (he fo herfclf — ^^ What 
^« a frightful folitude! — One wouid 
*' think all the world knew LadyMellafin 
«« and Mifs Flora were gone, that nobody 
" comes near the door. — - How ftill ? — 
«* How quiet is every thing ?*' — Then 
would (he ftart from her chair, meafurc 
how many paces were in the room, — 
look at one picture, "^ then on another, 
— then on her own refcmblance in the 
^. great glafs ; — but all this would not do : 
" — (he wanted fomebody to talk to, — 
fomething new to amufe her with. — 
" I wonder," faid (he, «♦ what is become 

« of 
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«* of Trueworth. — if I have not feen him 
<« thcfe three days, — indeed I ufcd him 
•* a little ill at our laft converfation ; — 
•• but what of that ? if he loves me, as 
** well as he profeffcs, he will not fure pre- 
•* tend to be affronted at any thing 1 do. 
*« — My brother dcfircs me to give his 
'• compliments, but if the man will not 
«* come to receive them, 'tis none of my 
«* fault ; — yet after all,'* continued fhe, 
having paiifcd a little, «* what privilege 
** has our fex to infult and tyrannize over 
** the men ? — it is certainly both ungene* 
«^ rpus and ungratefid to ufe them the 
«« worfe, for ufing us, perhaps, bettef 
<« than we deferve. — Mr. Trueworth is a 
*< man of fenfe, and, if 1 were in his 
** place, I would not take fuch treatment 
** from any woman in the world. — I could 
** not much blame him if he never faw 
«* me more. — Well, — when next he 
«« comes, I will, however, behave to him 
*« with more refped. 

Thus did the diftates of a truly reafon- 
able woman, and the idle humour of a 
vain coquette, prevail by turns pver her 
fluftuating mind : -— her adventure at 
Mifs Forward's came frefli into her head ; 
— (he was in fome moments angry with 
Mr. Trueworth for offering his advice j 
in otherS) more angry with herfelf, for 

no*' 
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not having taken it — She remained i«i 
this perplexity 'till a fervant, finding it 
grew late, and that his mailer did not fup 
at home, came in, and afked her if (he 
Would not pleafe to have the cloth laid i 
to which Ihe anfwered, with all her heart ; 
on which the table being immediately 
fpread, (he eat of fomething that was 
there, and foon after went to bed, where^ 
'tis probable, fhe loft in (leep, both all the 
pleafure atid the pain of her paft medi- 
tations. 

Mr» Goodman was all this whiky as 
well as for feveral fucceeding days alfo, 
bufily employed on an affair no lefs dif- 
agreeable than it was new to him ; but by 
the diligence and adroitnefs of his lawyer» 
he got the affidavits, the warrant, and 
every thing neceffary for the intended 
profecution of Marplus and Lady Mellafin, 
ready much fooner than mariy others 
would have done, or he himfelf had ex- 
pe£ted. 

The fatigue and perplexity he was 
under was indeed very great, as may be 
eafily fuppofed, yet did it not render him 
negle6lful of Mifs Betfy ; *— Ihe had de* 
fired him to fpeak to her brother on her 
account, and he did fo the firft opportu* 
nity, — not ais if the thing had been men- 
tioned 
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tioned by her, but as if He, in the prcfent 
fituation of his family, thought her re^ 
moval convenient, 

Mr. Thoughtlefs, from what his lifter 
bad faid, expeAing he fhould one time or 
oiher be fpoke more plainly to upon that 
fubjeft, had prepared himfelf with an an- 
fwer •, — he toW Mr, Goodman, that no* 
thing could have been more fatisfiaftory 
to 'him, than to have his fiftcr with him, 
if her being fo were any ways proper ; 
— faid he ** As I am a fmgle man, 
*« I Ihall have a crowd of gay young 
•* fellows continually coming to my 
** houfe, and I cannot anfwer that all of 
** them would be able to behave with 
«* that ftrift decorum, which I Ihould 
•* wifli to fee always obfcrved towards a 
** perfon fo near to me : — hir prefence, 
*• perhaps, might be fome check upon 
•* them, and theirs no left difagreeable to 
** her. -— In fine, Mr. Goodman,'* con- 
tinued he, '* it is a thing wholly incon- 
*' fiftent with that freedom I propofe to 
*« live in, and would not have her think 
« on it/* 

It was not that this gentleman wanted 
natural afFeftion for his fifter, that he re- 
fufed what he was fenfible (he fo much 
dcfired, but be was at pitfent fo circum- 

ftanced 
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(lanced, that to have complied would^ 
under a fhew of kindnefs, have done her 
a real injury. — He had brought with him 
a young and very beautiful miftrefs from 
Paris, of whom he was fond, and jealous 
to that extravagant degree, that he could 
fcarce fuffer her a moment from his fight: 
— he had promifed her the fole command 
of his houfe and fervants, and that (he 
(hould appear as his wife in all reipeAs 
except the name, — How could he, there- 
fore, bring home a fitter, who had a right 
to, and doubtlefs would have claimed all 
thofe privileges another was already ia 
polTefllon of ? — And how would it have 
agreed with the charader of a virtuous 
young lady, to have lived in the fame 
houfe with a woman kept by her brother 
as his miftrefs. 

But this was a fecret Mifs Betfy was as 
yet wholly unacquainted with •, and when 
Mr. Goodman repeated to her what had 
paffed between them, on her fcore, and 
the excufe her brother had made for not 
complying with the propofal, (he thought 
it fo weak, and withal fo unkind, that 
(he could not forbear burfting into tears : 
— - the good-natured old gentleman cpuld 
not fee her thus afflidled without being 
extremely concerned, and faying many 
kind things to pacify her: -^^^Do not 

•* weep/* 
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«* weep, laid he, ** I will make it my bu- 
«* finefs, — nay, my ftudy, to procure 
** fome place where you may be boarded 
♦* to your fatisfadtion.*' — " 1 beg, fir, 
*' that you will not miftake my meaning, 
«* — I do aflure you, fir, I aip not want- 
•* ing in fenfibility of your goodnefs to 
«« all our family, and to me in parti- 
«* cular. — I muft indeed be ftrangely 
** ftupid not to think myfelf happy under 
*^ the proteftion of a gentleman of fo hu- 
*« inane and benign a difpofition. — No, 
*• fir, be pcrfwaded there is no houfe in 
** London, except that of an own brother, 
«* I would prefer to yours :— I will therc- 
«* fore, with your permiffioh continue 
♦* here, nor entertain the leaft thought of 
«* removing, unlefs fome accident yet un- 
** forefeen ^obliges me to it." 

Mr. Goodman then told her, that he 
Ihould be glad (he would always do what 
was moft for her own eafe. This was all 
the difcourfe they had upon this head, 
and when Mifs Betfy began to confider 
fcrioufly on the behaviour both of L^ady 
Mellafin and Mifs Flora, (he found there 
was little reafon for her to regret the lofs 
of their fociety •, — nor that (he ought to 
think Mr, Goodtnan's houfe lefs agree- 
able for their being out of it 5 — (he re- 
ceived all fuch as (he approved of, who had 

Vol. II. K come 
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come to vifit them, and by doing fo were 
acquainted with her v and as to tbofe who 
vifited herfclf in particular, it was the fame 
as ever, — Mr. Goodman's kinfwoman, 
now his houfekeeper, was a well-bred 
accomplifhed woman, and a chearful 
agreeable companion ; — (he feemed ftu- 
dious to oblige her j — all the fervants 
were ready to do every thing Ihe defired, 
and it would have been difficult for her to 
have found any place where Ihe could have 
been better accommodated, or have had 
more caufe to be contented; and (he 
would doubtlefs have thought herfclf more 
happy than (he had ever been fince her 
coming to Mr. Goodman's, if other things 
of a different nature had not given her 
fome unquiet moments. 

But befides the unkindnefs of one bro- 
ther, on whom (he had built the moft 
pleafing hopes, and the indifpofition of 
another, for whom (he had a very great 
afFeftion, the late behaviour of Mr. True- 
worth gave her much matter of mortifi- 
cation : — (he had not feen him for up* 
wards of a week, — (he imputed this ab^ 
fence to the rebuff (he had given him at 
his laft vifit; and though (he could not 
avoid conf efiing in her heart, that (he had 
treated him neither as a gentleman, nor a 
friend, yet her vanity having fuggefted* 

that 
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that he was incapable of relenting any 
thing Ihe did, received a prodigious 
ihock by the diiappointmenc ic now fuf- 
rained. 



c H A P. xvn. 

Contains only fucb things as the reader might 
reafdnably expeSf to have been informed of 
before. 

IT was the fate of Mifs Betfy to attrad 
a great number of admirers, but never 
to keep alive, for any length of time, the 
flame (he had infpired them with. Whe-« 
ther this was owing to the inconflancy of 
the addreffers, or the ill condudk of the 
pcrfon addreffed, cannot abfolutely be de- 
termined ; but it is highly probable, that 
both thefe motives might fometimes 
concur, to the lofing her fo many conquefts. 
— Mr. Trueworth had been the hioft af- 
fiduous, and alfo the moft perfeverlng of 
all, that had ever yet wore her chains j— 
his love had compelled his judgment to 

Ey an implicit obedience to her will; — 
had fubmitted to humour all the little 
extravagancies of her temper, and aSeAed 
to appear eafy at what his reafon could 
not but difapprove; — he bad flattered 
K 2 himfcll 
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himfelf, that all that was blame-worthy ' 
in her would wear off by degrees, and that 
every error would be her laft, *till a long 
fucceflfion of repeated inadvertencies made 
him firft begin to fear, and then to be 
convinced, that however innocent, (he 
might be in faft, her manner of behaviour 
would ill fuit with the charafter he wiflied 
ihould always be maintained by the wo- 
man he had made choice of for a wife. 

His meeting her at Mifs Forward's, — 
her obftinately perfifting in going to the 
play with that abandoned creature, after 
the remonftrances he had made her on 
that fcore ; — her returning home fo late, 
3nd in diforder, conduded by aftranger, 
— in fine, what he faw himfelf, and had 
been told, concerning the proceedings of 
that night, gave the finifliing ftroke to 
all his hopes, that (he would ever, ac leaft 
while youth and beauty lafted, be brought 
to a ju(t fenfibility of the manner in which 
Ihe ought to.^a. * 

If the letter, contrived and fent by the 
mifchievous Mifs Flora, had reached his 
hands but two days fooner, it would have 
had no other efied upon him than to make 
him fpurn the inveftive fcroll bepeath.his 
feet, and wi(h to ferve the author in the 
fame manner s but poor Mifs Betfy had^ 

by 
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by her own mifmanagement, prepared his 
heart to receive any irapreffions to her 
prejudice, yet was the fcandal it contained 
of fo grofs a kind, that he could not pre- 
fcntly give into the believe of it : — ** Good 
«' God !" cried he, " it is impoffible -, — • 
*' if (he has lo little fenfe of honour or rc- 
** putation, as the lightnefs of her behaviour 
«* makes fome people too ready to ima- 
•* gine, her very pride is fufEcient to fe- 
«* cure her virtue : — (he would not, — 
«' could not condefcend to the embraces of 
•*. a man, who thought fo meanly of her, 
•« as to attempt the gaining her on any 
*' other fcore than that of marriage ! — 
«* and yet,'* purfued he, after a paufe, 
y who knows, but that very pride, which 
«• feems to be her defence, may have con- 
** tributed to her fall ? — She has vanity 
•• enough to imagine (he may adl with 
«« impunity what (he would condemn 
«* in others. — She might fancy, as the 
** poet fays, 

*' That faultlcfs form could zSt no crime, 
!* But Heav*n on looking on it muft forgive.'^ 

" Why then,*' continued he, ** (hould 

** the foolilh remains of the tendcrnefs I 

^* once had for her, make me ftill hefuate 

K 3 *' to 
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•* to believe her guilty ?— No,— no, the 
•* account before me has too much the 
•* face of truth -,— — it is too circumftan- 
•* tial to be the work of mere invention. 

** No one would forge a lye, and at 

** the fame time prefent the means of de- 
* tcfting it to be fo, — Here is the village 
•* fpecifiedj— the nurfe*s name, — a par- 
•* ticular direftion how I may convince 
•' myfelf of the (hameful truth. — There 
** is no room to doubt,** 

To ftrengthcn the opinion he had now 
of her guilt, the words Mifs Flora had faid 
to him, returned to his remembrance, 

** That there was a time when Mifs 

^* Betfy had trufted her with her deareft 

« ferrets/' ** Her deareft fecrets ?" 

cried he : — • •' What fecrets can a vir^ 
** tuous young lady have, that fhun the 
«* light, and require fo much fidelity in 
♦' the concealment of ? — No, — no, — it 
*' muft be this Mifs Flora meaned by that 
** emphatic expreffion. — The other could 
*' not hide the confequcnce of her fliaihe- 

•* ful paflion from the family ; Lady 

*' Mellafin and Mifs Flora muft know it, 
** and perhaps many more, who, while 
*' they were witneffes of the refpeft I paid* 
" her, laughed at the folly of my fond 
" credulity.*' 

Thus 
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Thus at fome times did he believe her 
no lefs guilty than the letter faid, but at 
others, fentiments of a different nature 
prevailed, and pleaded in her favour 5 -— 
her adventure with the gentlcman-com- 
nioner at Oxford came, into his head : — • 
•* If the too great gaiety of her temper,*' 
faid he, •• led her into danger, flie then 
** had courage and virtue to extricate her- 

«« felf out of it '• He alfo rccolleded 

fcveral expreflions (he had cafuallylet fall, 
teftifying her difdain and abhorrence of 
every thing that had the leaft appearance 
of indecency , — but then relapfiog into 
his former doubts — ** Yet who/* cried 
he again, ** can account for accident ? — 
•* fhe might, in one unguarded moment, 
<^ grant, what in another (he would blufh 
;« to think of. 

How terrible is the fituation of a lover 
who endeavours all he can to reconcile 
his reafon to his pallion, yet to which 
fide foever he bends his thoughts, finds 
"* in them things fo diametrically oppofite 
and incompatible, that either the one or 
the other muft be totally renounced.— 
Willing therefore to take the party, which 
would bed become his honour and repu- 
tation, Mr. Trueworth refolvcd to banifh 
from his mind all the ideas of thofe amiable 
K 4 qualities 
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qualities he had admired in Mifs Betfy, 
and remember only thofe which gave him 
occafion for difguft. 

But this was a talk not fo eafy to be ac- 
compliOied as he imagined ; for though 
the irregularity of Mifs Eetfy's condud; 
was of itfelf fufficient to deter him from 
a marriage with her, yet he found he ftood. 
in need of all helps to enable him to drive 
that once fo pleafing objeA entirely from 
his mind. 

To be therefore more fully confirmed 
how utterly unworthy (he was of his re- 
gard, than could be made by this anony- 
mots accufation, he went in perfon down 
to Dcnham, where following the direc- 
tions given him in the letter, tHe cottage 
where Goody Bufliman lived was prefently 
pointed out to him, by the firft perfon 
he enquired of. — So far, at leaft," faid 
he tohimftlf, " the letter- writer has told 
truth." — He then fent his fervants with 
the horfes to wait his return at a public- 
houfe in the village, and walked towards 
the place he came in fearch of. 

He found the honeft countrywoman 
holding a child in her arms on one fide 
of the fire, — two rofy boys were fitting 

oppofitc 
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oppofite to her> with each a great piece of 
bread and butter in his hand. — At fight 
of a ftrangc gentleman flie got off her feat, 
and dropping a low curtefy, cried, *^ Do 
** you pleafe to want my hufband, fir ?'* 
*< — No, faid Mr. Irueworth, <' my 

'** bufinefs is with you, if you are Mrs. 
^* Bulhman.*' — Goody Bufhman, an'c 
*' pleafe you, fir/* replied flie. — And 

■ then bidding the- boys get further from 
the chimney, reached him the handfomeft 
joint-ftool her cottage afforded for him to 
fit down. 

He told her, that he had a Hinfwoman, 
who had fome thoughts of putting a child 

- to nurfe in the country, — that (he had 
been recommended 5 — " but" faid he, 
** can we have nothing to drink toge- 
** ther ? — What fort ot liquor does this 
« part of the v^orld aflford ?'• — «' Alack, 
" fir," replied (he, ** you fine gentlemen, 

,:..^ mayhap, may like nothing but wine, 
" and there is none to be had any nearer 

*' than Uxbridge." " Nor cyder,** 

*'• cried he. — *' I am afraid none good," 
replied fhe, *' but there is pure good ale 
** down the lane, if your honour could 
" drink that." — *' It is all one^to me," 

.faid Mr. Trueworth, ** if you like it your- 

** ftlf." — Then turning to him who 

feemed the eldefl of the two boys, " I 

K 5 " (uppofc 
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" fuppofe, my lad," continued he, ** you 
** can procure a tankard of this fame ale.** 

" *' Yes, fir,*' cried his mother, 

haftily, " go to Philpot*s, and bid them 
*^ fend a can of their beft ale, and, do you 
•* hear, defire my dame to draw it herfcif/* 
— Mr. Trueworth then gave the boy 
fome money, and he went on his errand, 
prudently taking with him a large flice 
of bread that happened to lay upon tht 
dreffer. 

*' That is a fine child you have in- your 
** lap, laid Mr. Trueworth, " is it your 
" own ?•• — No," anfwered Ihe, — this 
*' is a young Londoner." — ** fome 
•* wealthy citizen's I fuppofe," rejoined 
he, — *' No, by my truly, fir," faid Ihc, 
•* it has neither father nor mother, and 
** belike muft have gone to the parifh, 
•* if a good fweet young lady had not 
** taken pity of it, and giyen it to mc 
•*to nurfe; and, would you think ir, fir, 
** is as kind to it, and pays as punftuatly 
** for it, as if it were her own. — My 
** hulband goes up to London every 
** month to receive the money, and £he 
^* never lets him come home without it, 
*' and gives him over and above fixpence 
'< or a (hilling to drink upon the road : 
*' — poor man, — he loves a fup of good 
• " ale dearly, — that's all his fault, -H 

*' though 
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** though I cannot fay he ever neglcfts 
** his bufinefs ; — he is up early and 
•* down late, and does a power of work 
«' for a little money. — Sir Roger Hill 
** will employ nobody but him, and good 
*« reafon, becaufe he nfiakes him take 
** whatever he pleafes, and that js little 
** enough, God knows, for he is a hard 
** man ; and if it were not for my nur- 
•* fing, we could not riiake both ends 

*f meet, as the faying is 5 but he is 

** our landlord, and we dare not difoblige 
*« him.'* 

This innocent countrywoman would 
probably have run on with the whole de<? 
tail of her family affairs, if Mr. Trueworth, 
defirous of turning the tide of her commu- 
nicative difpofition into a channel more fa- 
' tisfaftory to his curiofity, had not inter- 
rupted her. 

** This IS a very extraordinary charity 
«• you have been telling me of," faid he, 
** efpecially in a young lady , — ^ (he muft 
** certainly be fomewhat of kin to the 
*« child." — ^ *' None io the varfal world, 
•* fir," anfwered fhe, •• only her godmo- 
•* ther." — The boy noyr bringing in the 
*• ale, Mr. Trueworth was obliged to tafte 
** it, and teftify fome fort of approbation, 
•• as the good woman had praifed it fo 
K 6 ** much 
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much ; but he made her drink a hearty 
draught of it, after which, •^ And pray/* 
refumed he, " what is the name of the 
« child ?•• — " O, fir," replied ftie, the 
** lady has given it her own name, Belly 5 
•« — {he is called Mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs 
** herfcif, — though fhe is a woman grown, 
" and might have had a child or two of 
«• her own •, — but you know, fir, they are 
" all called Mifs *till they are married." 

Mr. Trueworth, in the prefent diftur- 
bance of his thoughts, malcing no reply, 
fhe went on : — *' She is a fweet young 
*« lady, I can tell you, fir,*' faid (he 5 •* I 
*' never faw her but once, and that was 
*• when I went to fetch the child, — (he 
*' ufcd me with fo much familiarity, — 
** not a bit proud, — charged me to take 
** care of her little ■ Betfy, and told me, 
«; if (he lived, I (hould keep her 'till (he 
*"• was big enough to go to fchool, — • 
*' and told me (he would have her learn 
•* to write and read, and work, — and 
*' then (he would put her 'prentice to a 
*♦ mantua-maker, or a milliner, or fomc 
•• fuch pretty trade, — and then, who 
** knows, Cr, continued (he, holding up 
the child at arms length, and ciancing it, 
•* but fome great gentleman or o:hcr 
*• may fall in love with my little Betfy, 

"and 
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** and I may live to fee her ride in her 
*' coach ? — I warrant Ihe will make much 
«« of her old nurfe/V 

** There are many ftrange things hap- 
*' pen in the world, indeed,'* faid Mr. 
Trueworth, with a figh. After which, 
thinking there was no further difcovery to 
be made, he rofe up to go away \ but 
feeing the change of the money he had 
fent by the boy for the beer, lay upon 
the table, he gave it to him, faying,— 
** Here, my good boy, take this, and 
*' divide it with your brother, to buy 
•* apples.'* Then turning to the nurfc 
took his leave of her with this compli- 
ment, *' Well, Mrs. Bufliman^ 1 believe 
*« you are a very hoh^ft careful woman, 
*' and fhall not fail to remember you 
** whenever it comes in my way. — r- In 
*' the mean time,** added he, putting a 
crown piece into her hands, ** take this, 
*• and make merry with your hufband.** 
—•The poor woman was fo tranfported, ^ 
that (he knew not how to thank him fuf- 
ficiently -, — flie made twenty courtefies, — 
crying, *' Heavens blefs you, fir •, — you 
** are a right noble gentleman I am fure, 
*' — Marry fuch guefts come not every 
*' day.'* — And with fuch hke exprefli.n$ 
of gratitude, followed him 'till he was 
quite out of hearing. 

Whar 
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What now could this enquiring lover 

think ? Where was the lealt room 

for any conjefture in favour of iVlifs Betfy's 
innocence, to gain entrance into his breall? 
— He had fcen the child, — had heard by 
whom, and in what manner it was deli- 
vered : — the charge given with it, and 
the promifes made for its future protec- 
tion, and whether the nurfe was really fo 
weak as to be impofed upon by this pre- 
tence of charity, or whether bribed to im- 
pofe it upon others, the fad:, as related in 
the letter, appeared to be fo plain, from 
every circumftance, as to admit no poflibi- 
lity of a doubt. 

A marriage with Mifs Betfy was, there- 
fore, now quite out of the queftion with 
himc — the manner of entirely breaking off 
with her, was the only thing that puzzkd 
him. — Loth was he to reproach her with 
the caufe, and equally loth to be deemed 
fo inconftant, as to quit her without a juf- 
tifiable one. He remained in this dilemmi 
for the fpace of two days, at the expira- 
tion of which, after much debating within 
himfelf, he wrote, and fent to her, by a 
fervant, the following epiftle : 



To 
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To Miss Betsy Thoughtlesi. 

* Madam, 

•THE very ill fuccels I have met 

• with, ih the only bufinefs which brought 

• ine to this town, has determined me to 
< quit it with all polTible expedition, and 

• not to think ot a return, 'till I find my- 
« felf in a difpofition more capable of re- 

• lilhing its pleafures. You have given 

• me, madam, too many inftances how 

• little agreeable my prefence has ever 

• been, not to convince me, that I ftand 
« in no need of an apology for not waiting 
« on you in perfon, and that this diftant 

• way of taking my leave will be lefs un-' 

• welcome to you than a vifit, which per- 

• haps would only have interrupted your 

• more gay amufementsr, and broke in, for 

• fome moments, on that round of plea- 

• fures, with which you are perpetually en- 

• compafled. — May you long enjoy all 

• the felicities the manner you chufeto live 

• in can beftow, while I retire to Iblitude, 

• and loft in contemplation, 6a fome late 

• aftonilhing occurrences, cry out with the 

• poet: 

«« There is no wonder, or clfc all is wonder." 

• If 
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* If I fpcak in riddles, a very fmall re- 
< trofpeft on fome remarkable paffages in 

* your own conduft, will ferve for the fo- 

* lution ; — but that might probably be 

* impofing on yourfelf too great a tafH, 

* — 1 (hall therefore trouble you no far- 

* ther than to aflure you, that though I 

* ceafe to fee you, I Ihall never ccafe tp 

* be 

* With the moft friendly wiflics, 

* Madam, 

• Your very humble fervan^ 

* C. Truewcrth.' 

Mr. Trueworth having difpatched this 
letter, which he doubted not but would 
finifli all his concerns with Mifs Betfy, 
thought he had nothing more to do, than 
to take leave of the friends he had in town, 
and retire to his leat in the country, and 
there endeavour to lofe the remembrance 
of all that had been difpleafing to him 
fince he left it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Is of very fmall importance^ yet contains fucb 
things as the reader tnay expi£f to hear. 

WHILE Mr, Triieworth was em- 
ploying himfelf in exploring the 
truth of Mifs Betfy's imaginary crime, 
and hunting after fecrets to render her 
more unworthy of his love, that young 
lady's head was no Icfs taken up with 
him, though in a widely different manner; 
fhe wanted not a juft fenfe of the merits, 
both of his perfon and paflion 5 and tho* 
a plurality of lovers, the power of flatter- 
ing the timid with vain hopes, and awing 
the proudeft into fubmiflion, feemed to her 
a greater triumph than to be the wife of 
the moft deferving man on earth, yet when 
Ihe confulted her heart, flic found, and 
avowed within herfelf, (he could part with 
that triumph, with lefs reluftance in fa- 
vour of Mr. Trueworth, than of any other 
Ihe yet had feen. 

His abfence, therefore, and the ftrange 
neglefi: he teftified in not fending to ac- 
quaint 
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quaint her with the caufe, gave her at 
much inquietude, as a perfon of her hu- 
mour could be capaijie of feeling ; — but 
whether it proceeded in reality from the 
firft (hoorings of a growing inclination, or 
from that V: niry, which made her dread 
the loft of fo accomplifhed a lover, cannot 
be eafily determined ; — but to which fo« 
ever of thefe caufes it was owing, I think 
we may be pretty certain, that had he 
vifited her in the fituacion her mind then 
was, he would have had no reafon to 
complain of his reception. 

She never went abroad without flatter^ 
ing herfelf with the cxpeftation of hearing, 
on her return home, thit he had been 
there, or at leaft that fome letter or mef- 
fage from him had been left for her, and 
every difappointment involved her in freih 
perplexity. — In (hort, if (he had confidcr'd 
him with half that jufl; regard, while he 
continued to think her worthy of bis aflPec* 
tions, as (he W4S beginning to do when he 
was endeavouring to drive all favourable 
ideas of her from his mind, they might 
both have been as happy as at prefent they 
were the contrary. 

She had been with Mifs Mable, and 
two other ladies of her acquaintance, to^ 
fee that excellent comedy, call'd the 

Carelefs 
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Carelefe Husband: — She was very much 
afFefted with fome fcenes in it ; — flic 
im^ined flie faw herfclt in the charadler 
of Lady Betty Modifti, and Mr. Trueworth 
in that of Lord MoreJove, and came home 
fiill of the rnofl: ferious refleftions, on the 
folly of indulging an idle vanity, at the 
cxpence of a man of honour and fincerity, 
—She was no fooner within the doors» 
than the letter above-mentioned was put 
into her hands ; — as they told her, it had 
been left for her in the beginning of the 
evening, by one of Mr. Trueworth's fer- 
vants, and flic knew, both by the fuper- 
fcription, and device on the feal, that it 
came from that gentleman, fl^e ran haftily 
up fliairs to her chamber, in order to exa- 
mine the contents ^ — but what fluttering^ 
icized her heart! — -^ What an univerfai 
agitation difFuftd itftlf through all her 
frame, on reading even the firfl: lines 
of this cruel epiftle « ** Good Heaven \ 
«« cried flie, going out of town, ■ 

<* not to return/* And then having pro- 
ceeded a little farther ; — " What, added 
«« ffie^ not fee me bttfore he goes, — 
** fure the man is either mad, or I am in 
<« a dream." 

Surprize, and fome mixture of a tender 
remo'rl^ were the firfl: emotions of her 
foul i but when flic came to that part of 

the 
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the letter, which feemed to rcfleft upon 
her conduft, and the way in which fhe 
chofe to live, her native haughtineft re- 
affumed its former power, and turned her 
all into difdain and rage.—*' No retrofpcdt^ 
** faid Ihf, on my own behaviour, can 
*• ever juftify the audacious reproaches he 
** treats me with. If I have been to tlame, 
*' it is not his province to upbraid me 
" with it.** 

As (he was entirely igrorant of the bafe 
artifice that had been put in praftice againft 
her, and was confcious of no fault Mr. 
Trueworth had to accufe her of, but that 
of her going with Mifs Forward to thd 
play, after tlfie warning he had given her 
of the danger, it muft be confefled, fhc 
had a right to think the provocation too 
fli. ht to draw Irom him fuch refentful 
exprefHons, much lefs to induce him to 
abandon her, 

** Ungrateful man, faid (he, burfting 
" into tears of mingled grief and fpite, to 
*« treat me thus, when I was juft beginning 
^' to entertain the kindeft thoughts of 
" him ! — When I was ready to acknow- 
*' ledge the error I was guilty of, in not 
** following his advice, and had refolvcd 
*' never to throw myfelf into fuch incon- 
** veniencies again. — 'Tis plain he never 

*' loved 
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** loved mc, or he would not have taken 
<* fo poor, — -fo trifling a pretence to 
« break with me." 

' Thus, for fome moments, did fhe be- 
wail, as it were, the i]l treatment fhe 
thought (he had received from him.— — 

Then looking over the letter again, .. 

*« With what a magifterial air, cried (he, 
«* with what an affeflation of fuperiority 
« does he conclude! —With the moft 
*^ friendly wifhes my humble fervant.-^ 

•« Good lack ; friendly ! let 

«« him carry his friendly wifhes to thofc 
<* he may think will receive them as a 
«« favour." 

Upon revolving in her mind all the 
circumftances of her behaviour towards 
Mr. Trueworth, fhe could find nothing, 
except what pafled at his lafl vifit, that 
could give him any occafion of difgufl^ 
and even that (he looked upon as a very 
infufHcient plea for that high refentment 
lie now expreflfed, much more for his re- 
folving to throw oflP' a pa(rion he had a 
thoufand and a thoufand times vowed 
Ihould be as lafting as his life. 

The anonymous letter fent her by Mifs 
Flora, fome time fince, now came fre(h 
into her head^ ■ that paJQage in it, 

which 
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which infinuatcd, that Mr. Trucworth liad 
no real defign of marrying her, — - that 
he but trifled with her, and on the ar- 
rival of her brothers would fipo fome 
pretence or other to break entirely with 
her, feemed now to tally exaftly with his 
prefent manner of proceeding. — ** The 
•* devil, faid fhe, may fome times fpeak 
<* truth, — Mr. Trueworth has but too 
*• well verified the words of that mali- 
*' cious girl, and what flie herfelf then 
<^ thought a faUhood* is now confirmed 
•* by fa£t, — yet, wherefore cried (he 
«< again, did he take all this pains, if 
«« he never loved me, — never hoped any 
** recompence for his diffimulation, what 
*' end could he propofe by pradtifing it ? 
<* —What advantage, what pleafure could 
<< it give him to affront the fitter of his 
«« friend, and impofe upon the credulity 
*' of a woman he had no defign upon ?** 

It would be endlefs to repeat the 

many concradiftory furmifcs, which roft 
alternately in her dittradled mind, fo I 
Ihall only fay, (he fought, but the more 
file did fo, the more fiie became incapable 
of fathoming the bottom of this myflc* 
rious event* 

The butler was laying the cloth in the 
parlour for fupper when flie came homc^ 
>— Mn Goodman had waited for her fome 

time. 
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time, thinking fhe might be undrefling* 
and naw fent to defire (he would come 
down; — but fhe begged to be cxcufed,— 
(aid fhe could not eat, and then called for 
Nanny, who was the maid that u(ually at- 
tended her in her chamber^ to come up 
and put her to bed. 

. This prating wench, who would always 
know the whole fecrets of every body in 
the family, whether they thought fit to 
cntruft her with them or not, ufed fre- 
quently to divert Mifs Betfy with her idle* 
irories ; but it was not now in her power* 
—that young lady had no attention for 
ariy thing, but the objeiSt of her prefent 
meditations, which the other not happen- 
ing to hit upon, was anfwered only with 
peevifhnefs and ill-humour. 

But as every little circumflance, if any 
way adapted to the pafBon we at that time . 
are pofTefled of, touches upon the jarring 
ftring, and feems a miffionary from fate ; 
an accident, the moft trifling that can be 
imagined, fervcd to renew in Mifs Betfy, 
the next morning, thofe anxieties which 
fleep had, in fome meafure, abated. 

A ballad-finger happening to be in the 
ftreet, the firfp thing Ihelieard, on her 

wakings 
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waking, was thefe words, fung in a fonO^ 
Irous voice, juft under the window : 

* Young Philander woo*d me long, 
« I was peevifli and forbad him ; 

' I would not hear his charming fong, 
« But now I wifh, I wi(h I had him.* 

Though this was a fong at that time 
much in vogue, and Mifs Beefy had ca« 
fually heard it an hundred times, yet in 
the humour (he now was, it beat an alarm 
upon her hearts — It reminded her how 
jnconfiderate fhe had been, and ihewcd 
the folly of not knowing how to place a 
juft value on any thing, 'till it was loft, 
.in fuch ftrong colours before her eyes, as 
one would fcarce think it poffible, an in- 
cident in itfelf fo merely, bagatelle could 
have produced. 

Again (he fell into very deep relveries, 
and divefting herfelf of all paflion, pride, 
and the prejudice her vanity bad but too 
much infpired her with, Ihe found, that 
though Mr. Trueworth had carried his 
refentment further than became a man, 
who loved to that degree, as he pretended 
to have done ; yet fhe could no way jwf- 
lify herlelf to her brother Frank, J^ady 
Trufty, or any of thofc friends, who bad 

cfpoufed 
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efpoufed his caufe, for having given him 
the provocatioa. 

To heighten the fplenedc humour (he 
was in, Mr. Goodman, who having been 
taken up with his own afiairs, had not 
mentioned Mr. Truewonh to her for fome 
days, happened this mornings as they fat 
at breakt'aft, to afk her how the court- 
fliip of that gentleman went on, and whe- 
ther there was like to be a wedding, or 
not ? — - Perceiving (he biulhed, — - hung 
down her head, and make no anfwer,-^ 
•« Nay, — nay,** — faid he, •* I told you 
*< long ago I would not interfere in thefe 
^* matters, and have lefs rrafon now than 
♦• ever to do fo, as your eldeft brother is 
^* in town, and who is doubtlefs capable 
«« of advifing you tor the beft.** — Mifs 
Betfy was in a good deal of confulion ; — ^ 
(he Knew not as yet whether it would be 
proper for her to acquaint Mr. Goodman 
with what had pafled between Mr. I rue- 
worth and herlcif, or to be filent on that 
head, 'till (he fhould fee what a little 
time might bring about. — As (he was- 
thinking in what manner ihe (hould 
reply, Mr. Goodman's lawyer, liKkily for . 
her relief, came in, and put an end to a 
difcourfc, which, in the prefent fituation 
of her mind, (he was very unfit to bear a 
part in. L But 
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But as if this was to be a day of con- 
tinued admonitions to Mifs Betfy, (he was 
no fooner dreft, and ready to quit her 
chamber, that flic heard Mifs Mabel's 

voice upon the ftairs ; As that young 

lady was not accuflomed to make her 
any morning vifits, ihe was a little fur- 
prized i flie ran however to meet her» 

faying, ** This is a favour I did not ex- 
«* ped, and therefore have the more caufe 
•' to thank you.** — ** I do not know/* 
replied the other, as Ihe entered the room, 
** whether you will think I deferve thanks 
•• or not, when you hear the bufinefs that 
•* brought me ; for I affure you I am 
•* come only to chide you.** — " I think,*' 
faid Mifs Betfy, with a fign, "that all the 
•« world takes the liberty of doing fo with 
^' me i but pray, my dear,** continued 
Ihe, " how am I ib unhappy as to deferve 
** it from you ?'* 

^ Why you muft know,** replied Mifs 
Mabel, " that I have taken upon me to 
*• be the champion of diftreffcd love; — 
** you have broken a fine gentleman's 
" heart, and I am come to tell yoo,. 
•• that you muft either make it whole 
•* again, as it wus before he faw you, or 
•*. repair the damage he has fuftained by 
*• giving him your own." — !* I plead 
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«* not g«ttlty/* fiid Mife Bccw, t:t -x ^^ 
fomcwhoi: m:^rt t^righcN ciuA tvlvfvs 
" but prAV, who his ^j;x:»<\l tv> ^cva5 4tx 
*« influence OTcr you^ a$ to k«vf Vski > a 
** fo doughty an errand ?** — ** ls\>, \\\yf 
*< dear, you are quite iniit;Akca in U\9 
*« matter," replied the othcr^ -- ** I 41- 
*• furc you I am not fent, — I ^n^ only 
" led by my own gcncrolity, ami ihr l\^\\% 
•* of poor Mr. TrucworthV ticrpaiv.** — 
« Trucworth?'* cried Mils Bcily hrtllily, 
« What do you mean ? — . •* ( njran/* 
replied the other, ** to cn^upr ytiti, it 
«* the little rhetoric I am nulirrfi di cm\ 
** prevail on you lo confuler, ijmf vrhija 
•* we ufe a man of fcnfc and honogr ill, 
** we do ourfclvci a real injutv,— -Th^ 
« love our beauty bai infj)ir^g. mtiy^ fgr 
<« for a time, fccurc mr power, but U will 
** grow weaker by d<?g'C(?s, and tvn/ 
<* little coquette air w<? pv^ i^urM^fi^, 

<* lefltn the value of cur iM^ar^,-- \ 

** I kr>ow theje i% at ^nknt U^uu^ ^<kif 
^^fftu brul^ fcetw^siffl ^<>u *od J^4i; 
•* Truewortb > — h*: i$ a f?:aM:<:Jjt rv*:^ / 
•* way df r^-ving of yoy, --* ii«? i;<^t li*: 

^mvthtax^ yw acfcq<>¥k<:l^< , yoi; wv 
•* mat infenfllilt vJ' ;iti$; tsK-^U > tv vv'iitM 
•« end tb» iit;) yoy dud/ «v mrykK ^i^cl 
••jgive umtft*^/ ;>ftiii w * w^t^ whi-;ii 
•* you, M«tfdij» ii> all ii;>|)Mri»iH;<^v, 
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^' will one day take a pride in rendering 
•* happy ?•• 

«* This is an extreme fine harranguc, 
« indeed," replied Mifs Betfy, " but I 
•* would fain know for whac rcalon it is 
•• dircdbed to me -, — if Mr. True worth 
*^ imagines 1 have ufcd him ill, I think 
•* it no proof of his underftanding, to 
•* make a proclamation of it ; ——but, for 
" heaven's fake, how came you to be the 
^ confidante of his complaints ?'* 

* Indeed I have not that honour,* (aid 
Mifs Mabel ; * finding myfelf a little ill 

* this morning, I thought the air would 

* do me good, fo went into the psL^k^ 
^ taking only a little girl with me, who 

* lives at the next door, becaufe 1 would 
"^ not go quite alone ; being in the deiha- 

* bille you fee, I croflTed the grafs, and 
^ was paffing towards the back of t^e 
' bird-cage walk, where who fliould I lee 

* among the trees but Mr. Trueworth, 

* if I may call the objed): that (hen pre-* 

* fcnted itfelf to me by that name : for 

* indeed Mifs Betfy, the poor gentleman 

* feems no mcNre than the (hadow of him« 
? fclf. — He faw mc at a diftance, and 
< I believe woukl have avoided me, but 

* perceiving my eyes were upon him, 

* cleared up bis countenance, as well as 

^hc 
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* he was able, and accofted me with the 

* ufual falutations of the morning. — " It 

* is fomewhat furprifing. Madam," faid 
he, with an air of as much gallantry as 
he could aflume, " to find a lady fo 
" juftly entitled to the admiration of the 
*• world, as Mift Mabel is, (hun the gay 
«* company of the Mall, and chufc an 
*» unfrequented walk, like this.** — ** I 
«• might retort the fame exclamation of 
••Ibrprife,*' replied I, *« at fo unexpeft- 
*' cdly meeting with Mr. Trucworth here.** 

* After this, as you know, my dear,* 
continued fhe, * I have lately, on your 

* account, had the pleafure pretty often of 

* Mr. Trueworch*s company, I took the 
*' liberty to a(k him where he had buried 

* himfelf, that I had not feen him for fo 
'many days: — to which he anfwered, 
' noc without a confufion, which I faw 
^ he attempted, though in vain, to con* 

* ceal from mc,— ** Yes, Madam, I have 
•♦indeed been buried from all pleafure, 
*« — have been fwallowed up in affair^ 
•• little lefs tormenting than thofe of the 
*« grave ; — but,** added he, " they arc 
^ now ovicr, and I iam preparing to re- 
** turn to my country-feat, where I hope 
•« to re-enjoy that tranquility, which, 
«« finrc my leaving it, has been pretty 
" much dilbrbcd.** 

L 3 • Nothing 
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* Nothing could equal my aftonifliment 

* at hearing him fpeak in this manner : 
'' — To your country feat!'* cried 1; 
•« not to continue there for any long 
*« time :" * I know not as yet, Madam/ 
replied he, and then after a paufe, 
«* perhaps for ever," added he. — •* Blcfi 
*' me,'* faid I, " this is ftrange indeed, — 
•» Mifs Betfy did not ttll me a word of 
*' ir, and I faw her but iaft night/* -*- 
*' file might not then know it, Madam»** 
anlwertd^ he 5 " but if flic had, I am 
*" not vain enough to imagines flie would 
" think a trifle, fuch as my departure^ 
" worth the pains of mentioning," 

* I then,' purfued Mifs Mabel, • cn- 

* endeavoured to rally him out of this hu-. 

' mour. After having told him, I 

« had a better opinion of your under- 

* Handing and generofity, than to becapa-^ 
^ ble of believing you. thought fQ.lightIy» 
^ of his friendfliip and affedtion, I added,* 

* that this was only fome little pique be- 

* tween you, — fome jealous whim ; but 

* he replied to all I faid on this fubjcci 

* with a very grave air, prejtended bu- 
^ finefs, and took his leav^ fomewhae 
' abruptly, for a man of that politencfa^ 
^ I had *cill now always obferved in l)iiQ. 
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« He carries it with a high hand, in- 

• deed,* cried Mift Betfy ; « but it is 

•no. matter, ^Ifl^all give myfclfno 

• trouble whether he ftays in town, 

• or whether he goes into the country, -^ 

• or whether I ever fee him more. 

« What ? — does the man think to triumph 

• over me? 

^ I do not believe that is the cafe witK 

• Mr. Trueworth/ faid the difcreefMils 
Mabel ^ < but I know it is the way oF 

• many men to recriminate in this man^ 

• ner, — — and pray when they do, who 

• can we blame for it but ourlelves in 

• giving them the occafion f — For my 

• part I Ihould think it ap aflFront to 
« myfelf to encourage the addreffes of a 

perfon, I did not look upon worthy of 

• being treated with rcfpeft. 



c 



She urged many argunients to convince 
Mifs Betfy of the vanity and ill confe- 
quences of trifling with an honourable 
and fincere paflion, which though no mote 
than what that young lady had already 
made ufe of to herfelf, and was fully 
perfwaded in the tmth of,' (he was not 
very well pleafcd to hear from the mouth 
of another, 

L4 Though 
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Though thefc two ladies perFcftly agreed 
in their fentiments ^of virtue and reputa- 
tion, yet their difpofitions and behaviour 
in the affairs of love, were as widely dif- 
ferenti as any two perfons poffibly could 
be ; — and this it was, which during the 
courfe of. their acquaintance, gave frequent 
interruptions to that harmony between 
them, which the mutual efteem they bad 
for each other's good qualities, would 
other wife have rendered perpetual. 



CHAP. XIX. 
Is multum in parvo. 

THERE is an unaccountable pride in 
human nature, which often gets the 
better of our juftice, and makes us efpoufe 
what we know within ourfelves is wrong, 
rather than appear to be fct right by any 
rcafon, except our own. 

Mifs Betfy had too much of this un- 
happy propenfity in her compofition.— 
A very Jittle reflcdlion enabled her to fee 
clearly enough the miftakes (he fometimes 
fell into; but (he could not bear thc^ 
IhouJd be fecn by others. — Mifs Mabel 

was 
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was not only in efFeft the moft valuable 
of all the young ladies (he convcrfed 
with, but was alfo the mod efteemed and 
loved by her, yet was flie left happy and 
delightful in her company, than in that of 
feveral others, for whom her good fcnfe 
would not fuffer her to have the lead real 
regard. — The truth is, that though (he 
was very well convinced of her errors, in 
relation to thoie men who profeded them- 
felves her admirers, yet (he loved thole 
errrors in hcrfelf, — thought they were 
pretty, and became her j — and therefore 
as (he could not as yet refolve to alter 
her mode of behaviour, was never quite 
cafy in the prefcnce of any one, who ad- 
ed with a prudence (he would not be at 
the pains to imitate. 

There werfe two young ladfes, who had 
an apartment in the palace of St. James's, 
their father having an office there, who 
exadly fuited with her, in the mod vola- 
tile of her moments ; — they had wit, — 
fpirit, and were gay almod to wildnefs, 
without the lead mixture of libertinifm, 
or indecency. — How ptrfedly innocent 
thef were, is not the bulincfs of this bif- 
tory to difculs, but they preferved as good 
a reputation as their neighbours, and were 
well refpe&ed in all public places. 

I- 5 There 
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There it was Mifs Betfy chiefly found' 
an afylum from thofe perplexing thoughts, 
which in fpite of her pride, and the in- 
differenve (he had for mankind, would' 
fometimes intrude upon her mind on Mr*- 

Truewonh*s acco«nt -, here (he was 

certain of meeting a great variety of com- 
pany, — here was all the news and fcan- 
dal the town could furnifli ; — here was 
muGck, — dancing — fcafting — flattery ; 
— in fine, here was every things that was 
an enemy to care and contemplation. 

Among the number of thofe, who filled 
the circle of thofe two court belles, there 
was a gentleman named Munden:-~he 
appeared extremely ch^irmed with Mifs 
Betfy at firft fight, and after having in- 
formed himfclf of the particulars of her 
family and fortune, took an opportunity, 
as he was conducing her home one nighty 
to intreat (he woukl allow him to pay 
his refpeds to her where (he lived.— 
This was a favour Mifs Betfy was never 
very fcrupulous of granting, and confented 
now the more readily, as 4ie thought the 
report of a new lover would gall -Mr. 
Trueworth, who, (he heard by fofne, who 
had very lately fcen him, was not yet 
gone out of town. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Munden, to teftify the impatience 
of his Jove, waited on her the very next 
day, as foon as he thought dinner would 
be over, at Mr. Goodman's : — he had 
the iatisfaAion of finding her alone j 
but fearing (he might not long be fo, 
fuSered but a very tew minues to efcape 
before he acquainted her with the errand 
on which he came : — the term^ In which 
he declared himfelf her admirer, were as 
pathetic as could be made uie d for the 
purpofe ; — but though this was no more 
than Mifs Betfy had expeded, and would 
have been ftrangely mortified if diiap- 
appointed, by his entertaining her on any 
oth^ fcore, yet (he affefted, at firft, ta 
treat it with furprize, and then on his 
renewing his proteftations, to anfwer all 
be-idid with a fort cf raillery, in order to 
put him to the more expence of oaths and 
afieverations. 

It; v^ rC^rtjaM^ that whoever pretended 
to QiakQiiijS addrefles to Mifs Beefy, flood 
uiDeed of being previouQy provided with 
s good ftock of repartees, to filcnce the 
iarcafois of the wicty fair, as well as fine 
^eqbes to engage her ta more ferioufnefs^ 

« Mr. Mundea often found himfclt ar 

ius ne plusi ultrc^i but was not the ^ 
jdifcooccrtt4 at it } — he was a ^ JL 

L 6 ^^* 
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— - he was accuftocned to attend at the 
levees of the great, and knew very well, 
that perfon3 in power feldom failed to 
exercife it over thofe, who had any de- 
pendance on them: and looking on the 
cafe of a lover with his miftrefs, as the 
fame with one who is foliciting for a pen^ 
Hon, or employment, had armed him* 
felf with ' patience, to fubmit to every 
ihing bis tyrant fhould inflift, in the hope, 
that it would one day be his turn to im- 
pofe kw»5, — — according to the poet's 
Vords : 



^ The hdmbleft lover, when he loweft lies, 
* But kneels to conquer, and but falls to- rife,' 



Mifs Betfy was indeed a tyrant, but a 
very gentle one^ fhe always mingled 
fome Tweet with the (harpnefs of her cx-^ 
preffions : — if in one breach ftie menaced 
defpair, in the next flie encouraged hope, 
and her very repUlfes were fometimes fy 
equivocal as that they might be uken 

foe invitations : (he played W|th her 

loven, as fhe did with her monkey, but 
expeftcd more obedience from them ; — * 
they muft look gay or grave, according 
as (lie did fo ; — ^^their humouf, and €vcn 
their very" motions muft be regulated bf 

her 
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her influence, as the waters by the moon : 
•— in fine, an exterior homage was the 
chief thing to be required ; for as to the 
heart, her own being yet untouched, (he 
gave herfelf but little trouble how that of 
her lovers ftood afFefted. 

Mr. Munden, with lefs love, perhaps 
than any man who had addreflcd her, knew 
better how to fuit himfelf to her humour : 
— he could ad over all the delicacies of 
the moft tender paflion, without bdng 
truly fenfible of any of them, and though 
he wiflied, in reality, nothing fo much ai 
attaining the affeftions of Mifs Betfy, yet 
wilhing it without thofe timid inquietudes, 
r — thofe jealous doubts, — thofc perplex- 
ing anxieties, which fufpence inflidts on a 
more folid mind, he was the more capable 
of behaving towards her in the way fhe 
liked. 

He was continually inviting her to fome 
party of oleafure or other, — he gallanted 
her to ail public (hews, — he treated her 
^fa the moft exquifite dainties of the 
feafoHt and prefented her with many cu* 

, rious toys>-Bcing to go with thefe ladies. 
At whofe appointment be firft commenced 
his^ acquaintance with her, and fame other 

, company to a mafquerade, he waited on 
her fome hours before the time, and 

uking 
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He began with afking her, how it hap- 
pened that he had not feen Mr, Trueworch 
for fo long a time ? To which (he replied, 
with the utmofl indifference, that (he took 
fome things ill from that gentleman, and 
that, perhaps, he might have feme fubjed 
ot complaint againft her, — ' Therefore,* 

• faid he,* * as our humours did not very 
« well agree, it was beft to break off con- 

• verfation. 

He then queftioned her concerning Mr. 
Munden -, — * I hope,* faid he, * you have 

• taken care to inform yourfelf as to his 

• charafter and circumftances.* — * No 
« truly, fir,* anfwered ihe, with the fame 
carelefs air as before, * as I never intend to 

• be the better or the worfe for either, I 

• give myfelf no pain about what he is.* 
».— — — Mr. Goodman (hook his head, and 
was going to reafon wich her, on the ill 
conftquences of fuch a behaviour, when, 
fome company coming in, broke ofFj for a 
time, all further difcourfe between them. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Shtws Mifs Betfy left intinly to her 9WH managi^ 
mentj and the canft of it^ with fimt other par* 
ficulars. 

MR. Goodman, who had been a little 
vexed at being interrupted, in the 
remonftrances he thought fo highly neceC* 
fary fhould be made to Mifs R^tfy, took 
an oppo tunity of renewing them the nexc 
morning, in the ftrongeft expreflSons he was 
mafter of. 

Mifs Betfy, with all her wit, had little 
to fay for herfelf, in anfwer to the ferious 
harangue made to her by Mr. Goodman^ 
on her prefent f afhion of behaviour ; — 
her heart avowed the juftice of his re- 
proofs, but her humour, too tenacious of 
what pleafed itfelf, and too impatient of 
controul, would not fuffer her to obey the 
dictates either of his or her own reafon. 
-—She knew very well the tender regard 
he had for her, on the account of her de- 
ceafed father, and that all he fpoke was 
calculated for her good ; but then it was 
a good (he was not at prefent ambitious of 

attain^ 
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attaining, and thought it the privilege of 
youth to do whatever it lifted, provided 
the rules of virtue were unfringed, fo that 
all that he could get from her was,— that 
her amuferoents were innocent, -— that 
(he meant no harm in any thing (he did, 
—that it was dull for her to fit at home 
alone, and whcA in company could not 
quit ic abruptly, on any connderacion of 
hours. 

Mr. Goodman found, that to bring her 
to a more jult fenfe of what was really 
her advantage, would be a taflc impolliblc 
for him to accompli(h, he began heartily 
to wi(h (he were under the care of fom^ 
perfon, who had more leifure to argue 
with her, on points fo eflential to her 

happincfs : he told her that he in* 

deed had feared his houfe would be too 
melancholy a recefs for her, fince the re* 
volution that had lately happehed in his 
family, and therefore wiflied fome more 
jproper place could be found for her ; — 
« And for fuch a one,* faid he, * I fhall 

• make it my bufinefs to enquire, — and 
^ there feems not only a neceffity for aiy 
^ doing £b, but that you (hould alfo 

• choofe another guardian v, for as foon as 

• the prefbnt unlucky bulinefs I am en- 

• gaged in (hall be over, it is: my refolu* 

• tion to break up houlc-kcepmg, — — 

• leave 
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* leave my bufmefs to my nephew, Ned 

* Goodman, whom I expcdl by the firft 

* (hip that arrives from the Eafl-lndies, 
« and, having oncefeen him fettled, retire, 

* and fpend the remainder of my days in 
« the -country.* 

The melancholy accents with which 
Mr. Goodman uttered thefe words, touched 
Mifs Beefy very much 5 — ftie cxpreffed, * 
in terms the moft affciflionate, the deep 
concern it gave her, that he had any cauie 
to withdraw from a way of life, to which 
be h^d fo long . been accuftomed ; but 
added, that if it muft be fo, (he knew no 
perfon fo proper, in whofc hands the litdc 
forturle Ihe was miftrefs of (hould be en- 
trufted, as thofe of her brother Thought- 
lefs, iif he would vouchfafe to take that 
trouble upon him. 

* There is no doubt to be made of that, 
^ I believe,' replied Mr. GoodnSan, and I 

* (hall fpeak to him about it the firft time 
« I fe^. him.'— They had fomc farther talk 
on Mifs Betfy's affairs, and that young 
lady found, he had very largely improved 
the portion bequeathed her by her father ; 
for which, in. the firft emotions of her gra- 
titude, (he was beginning to pour forth 
fuch acknowledgments, as he thought it 
too much to hear, and interrupted her, 

iaytng 
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frying) he had done no more than his 
duty obliged hicn to do, and could not have 
anfwered to himfclf the omiffion of any 
part of it. 

It is fo nattiral for people to love money, 
even before they know what to do wiih it, 
that it is not to be wondered at, that Mifs 
Bctfy, now arrived at an age capable of 
reli(hing all the delicacies of life, fliould 
be tranfported at finding fo confiderable, 
and withal fo unexpected, an augmen-- 
tion of her fortune, which was no Icfs 
than one third of what her father had left 
her. 

The innate pleafure of her mind, on 
this occalion, difRifed itfelf through all 
her form, and gave a double luftre to her 
eyes and air, fo that flie went with charms 
new pointed to a ball that night, for 
which the obfequious Mr. Munden had 
prefented her with a ticket ; — - but though' 
Ihe bad all the refped: in the world i^ 
Mr. Goodman, and indeed a kind of filial 
love for him, yet (he had it not in her 
power ro pay that regard to his admoni- 
tions (he ought to have done; — fhe came 
not home till between one and two o'clock 
in the morning, but was extremely fur- 
prifed to find, that when fhe did fo, the 
knocker was taken off the door i a thing 

which. 
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which, in complaifance to her» had never 
before been done, 'till (he came in, how 
late foever (he ftayed abroad : — (he was, 
ceverthelefs, much more furpriftd, as well 
as troubled, when at the firft rap her chair- 
man gave, a footman, who waited in the 
hall for her return, innnediately opened 
the door, and told her, with all the 
marks of forrow in his countenance, that 
his mailer had been fuddenly taken ill, 
and that his phyfician, as well as Mrs. 
Barns, the houfe-keeper, had given flrifl; 
orders there fhould be no noiie made in 
the houfe, the former having faid his life 
depended on his being kept perfectly 
quiet. 

It is not to be doubted, but that, on 
this information, fhe went with as little 
noife as poflible up to her chamber, where 
Nanny, as (he wa% jjutting her to bed, 
confirmed to her what the footman had 
faid, and added, that (he had heard the 
dodtor tell Mrs. Barns, as he was going 
out, that he was very apprehenfive his 
patient's diibrder would not be eafily re- 
mediedtf 

Diftempers of the body, which arife 
from thofe of fhe mind, are indeed much 
more difficult to be cured, than thofe 
which proceed from m^r natural cauib. 

—Mr. 
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-—-Mr. Goodman's refentment for the ill 
ufage he had fuftained^ from a woman he 
had fo tenderly loved, a while kept up 
his fpirits and hindered him from feeling 
the cruel fling, which preyed upon his vi- 
tals, and infenfibly (lackened the flrings of 
life ; but the firfl' hurry being over, and the 
lawyer having told him, that every thing 
was drawn up, and his caufe would be 
be brought before the commons in a few 
days, he funk beneath the apprehenfions,-— 
the thoughts of appearing before the doc« 
tors of the civil law, to feveral of whom 
he was known, to prove his own difho- 
nour, — the talk of the town, — the whifpers, 
—the grimaces, — the ridicule, which he 
was fenfible this affair would occ^fion 
when cxpofed, — the pity of fome, •?— 
and the contempt he mufl: expcft from 
others ; — ail thefe things, though little 
regarded by him while at a diftance, 
now they came more near at hand, and 
juft ready to fall upon him, gave him fuch 
a (hock, as all rhe courage he had af- 
fumed was not fufficient to enable him to 
refift. 

He was feized at once with a violent 
fit of an apoplexy at a coflFee-houfe, 
where a furgeon being immeditt&ly ient 
for, he was let blood, as ii common in 
iych cafes.— 'This operation fbon reco- 
vered 
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vered him, fo far as Ipccch and motion^ . 
but reafon had not power to re-affumc her 
feat in his diftradted brain for many hours ; 
—he was brought home in a chair, — the 
furgeon attended him,— faw him put into 
bed, and fat by him a conHderable time^ 
but finding him rather worfe than better, 
told Mrs. Barns, he durft not proceed anv 
further, and that they muft have recourlc 
to a phyfician, which was accordingly 
done. 

This gentleman, who was cftecmcd the 
moft fkilful of his profellion, hearing Mr. 
Goodman frequently cry out, * My heart ! 
-—my heart !* laid his hand upon his bo« 
fom, and found, by the extraordinary pul* 
fations there, that he had fymptoms of an 
inward convulfion, wrote a prcfcription, 
and ordered he Ihould be kept extremely 
quiet. 

Towards morning be grew more com- 
pofed, and by degrees recovered the ufe 
of his underflanding as perfeftly as ever, 
but his limbs were fb much weakened by 
that fevere attack the fit had made upon 
him, that he could not fit up in bis oed 
without fupport. — The pbyfif ian, how- 
ever, at his next vifit, had great hopes of 
him, — faid bis imbcdlity procecdea only 
from a tevc^r of ibc uttta^ which m 

4oubtfd 
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doubted not but to abate, and that he 
would be well in a few days. — How un- 
certain, — how little to be depended upon 
is art, in fome cafes 1 — Mr. Goodman 
felt that within himfelf, which gave the 
lie to all appearances, and fully convinced 
that the hand of death had leized upon 
his heart, would not defer a moment 
putting all his affairs in fuch apofture, 
as fhould leave no room for contention 
among the parties concerned, after his 
deceafe : — he began with fending for Mr. 
Thou^tlefs, and configned over to him 
the whole fortunes of Mr. Francis, aid 
Miis Betfy, the latter being firft obliged» 
as not being yet of age, to chufe him for 
her guardian in form. — Having thus ac- 
quitted himfelf, in the moft honourable 
manner, of the truft repofed in him, for 
the children of his friend, he conlidered 
what was befl: to be done, in relation to 
thofe of his own blood. ™ By his death, 
the intended procefs againlt Lady Melia- 
fm would be prevented, and confequently 
the tliird part of his efFeds would de- 
volve on her, as being the widow of. a 
citizen 5 — he therefore, having confultid 
with his lawyer, if fuch a thing wefc 
praAiqable, made a deed of gift to his 
nephew, Mr. Edward Goodman> of all 
his money in the bank, docks, and other 
public funds. 9^ After this> he made his 

will. 
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will, and the lawyer perceiving he had 
left but few legacies, alkcd him, how the 
refidue of what he was pofTeflfed of (hould 
be difpofed , to which he replied, f Great- 
< ly as I have been wronged by Lady 
« Mellafin, I would not have her ftarve : 

* — I have been calculating ia my mind 
« to what her dividend may amount, and 

* believe it will be fufficient to enable her 

* to live in that retired manner, which bcft 
« becomes her age and charafter.' 

Mr. Goodman, having thus ftttled all 
his a£Fairs in this world, began to make 
fuch preparations for another, as are ne- 
ceffary for fhe beft of men. — In the . 
mean time, as the leaft noife was difturb- 
ing to him, it was judged proper that 
Mifs Bttfy, who could not live without 
company, Ihould remove. — No board- 
ing-place to her mind being yet found, 
and naving done with all hopes of living 
with her brother, (as flie was by this time 
informed of the true reafons he had for 
her not doing fo,) took lodgings in Jer- 
myn-ftreet, and finding the intereft: of 
her fortune, through the good manage* 
ment of her lace guardian, would allow 
it, hired a maid and foot- boy to wait upon 
her. 

Vol. II. M The 
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The adieu ihe received from Mr. Good- 
inan was the mod tender and afFedlionate 
that could be : — fhe was very much 
moved with it, and fincerely lamented 
the iofs fhe fhould fuftain of fo honed: 
and worthy a friend ; but her natural 
fprightlinefs would not fuffer any melan* 
cholly reflexions to dwell long upon her 
mind, and the hurry fhe was in of fend- 
ing mefTages to all her acquaintance, with 
an account of the change of her fituation, 
very much contributed to diffipate them. 
— This important bufincfs was fcarce 
over, and fhe well fettled in her new 
habitation, when one of Mr, Goodman's 
footmen brought her a letter from her 
' brother Frank, which had been jufl left 
for her by the pofl. — It contained thefc 
lines : 

To Miss Betsy Thoughtless. 

« My dear fitter, 

* I HAVE been fnatched from the 

* brink of the grave, by the (kill of one 
« of the befl phyficians in the worlds 
^ and the tender, and, I may fay, mater- 
« nal care of our moil dear, and truly 
( valuable friend, the excellent Lady 

• Trufty. — • The firft ufe I made of my 
« recovered health, is to give an account 

of 
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« of it to chofc, whom, I flatter mylelf, will 

* be obliged by the intelligence. — — I 

* thank you for the many kind wiihe« 
« you have fent me, during the courfe of 

* my illntls, but hoped to have feen, bc- 

* fore now, another name fubfcribeil to 

* your letters, than that you received 

* from your birth •, and cannot help fay- 

* ing, I am a little furprifed, that in the 
^ two laft you favoured nie with, ^u 

* have been entirely filent on a fubjcA 
« you know I have always had very much 

* at heart- — I have alk) very lately re- 

* ceived a letter from Mr. Trueworth, 

* wherein he tells me, he is going to his 

* country feat, — expreflcs the moll kind 

* concern for me, but mentions not the 

* leaft fyllable of you, or of his paflTion. 
« — I fear, my dear fitter, there is fomc 

* mifunderftanding between yoU| which 
« would very much trouble me, for your 

* fake efpecially; but I (hall defer what 

* I have to fay to you, *till I have the 

* pleafure of feeing you. — I am not yet 

* judged fit to fit my horfe for fo long a 
•journey, and the places in the ftago 

* coach are all taken for to-morrow, [)uc 

* have fedured one in Thurfday*s CMch, 

* and expeft to-be with you on Saturv^ay. 

* — I accompany this to you with one 

* to my brother, and another to Mr. 

* Goodmaii, fo have no occafion lo troul>it^ 

M 2 voi 
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* you with my compliments to cither. -— 

* Farewel ! — I think I need not tell you, 

* that I am, 

* With an unfeigned regard, 
« My dear fitter, 

* Your very afFedionate brother, 

* And humble fervant, 
* F. Thoughtless.* 

« P.S. Sir Ralph and Lady Trufty arc 

* both from home at this time, or 1 am 

* certain their good wifties, if no more, 

* would have joined mine, that you may 

* never ceafc to enjoy whatever it be- 

* comes you to defire. — My dear Betfy, 

* adieu/ 

The joy, which this letter would have 
afforded Mifs Betfy, had been complete, 
if not fomewhat abated by the apprehen- 
fions of what her brother would fay to 
her, when he (hould find flie was indeed 
intirely broke off with Mr. Trucworth ; 
but as the reader may probably defire to 
know in what manner he pa0ed his time 
after that event, and the motives which 
induced him to ttay in London, it is 
now highly proper to fay fomcthing of 
both. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The author is under fame apprehenftonsj will mi 
be quite pleafeng to the humour of every rtader. 

JT is certain that Mr. Trucworth, at the 
time of his writing his lad letter to 
ife Betfy, was fully determined to go into 
the country, and was already beginning to 
make fuch preparations as he found ne- 
ccffary for his journey, when an accident 
of a very lingular nature put a fuddcn 
ftop to them, and to his attentions. 

He was one day juft dreffed, and going 
out, in order to dine with fome com- 
pany, for he now chofe to be as little 
alone as poflible, when one of his fervants 
delivered a letter to him, which he faid 
was brought by a porter, who waited be- 
low for an anfwer. — As the fupcrfcrip- 
tion was in a woman's hand, and he was 
not accuftomed to receive any billets from 
that fex, he broke it open with a kind 
of greedy curiofity, and found in it thel'e 
lines : 

M 3 To 
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To Charles Trueworth, Efq; 

* S I R, 

* I AM a woman of fortune, family, 

* and an unblcmiftied charafter, — very 
' young, and moft people allow not dit 

* agreeable ;— you have done me the 

* greateft injury in the world without 
' knowing it ; but I take y{Hi to be more 
^ a man of honour, than not to be willing 

* to make what reparation is in your power. 
« — If the good opinion I have of you 

* does not deceive me, you will readily ac- 

* cept this challenge, and not fail to meet 
•me about eleven o'clock tomorrow in 

* the morning, at General Tatten*s benchi 

* oppofitc Rofamond^s pond in St. James's 

* Park, — there to hear fuch interrogato- 
c ries as I (hall think fit to make you, and 
c on your fincere anfwer to which, depends 
4 the whole future peace, if not the life df 
c her, who, at prefent can only fubfcribc 
< herfelf, 

* In the greateft confufion, 
'Sir, 
« Your unfortuttate, 
« And impatient 
* Incognita/ 

Mr 
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Mr. True worth was a good deal fur- 
prifed, but had no occafion to confult 
long with himfelf in what manner it would 
become a man of his years to behave in 
fuch an adventure, and therefore fat down 
and immediately wrote an anfwer in thefc 
terms : 

To the Fair Incognita. 

• Madam, 

•THOUGH a challenge from an 

* unknown antagonift mi&ht be rejeded 

* without any danger of incurring the 

* imputation of cowardice ; and, befides, 

* as the combat to which I am invited is 

* to be that of words, in which your fex 

* arc generally allowed to excel, I have 

* not any fort of chance of over- coming , 

* yet «o (hew that 1 dare encounter a fine 

* woman at any weapon, and (hall not re* 
5 pine at being foiled, will not fail to give 

* you the triumph you defire, and to that 

* end will wait on you exadly at the time 

* and place mentioned in yours, — 'till 
f v^hen you may reft fatisfied that I am, 

• With the greateft impatience, 

i The obliging Incognita*s, 
* Moft devoted fervant, 
* C. Trueworth. 

M 4 Though 
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Though Mr. Trueworth had not ohijr 
heard ot, but alfo experienced, when on 
his travels abroad, fome adventures of a 
parallel nature with this, yet as it nevet 
had entered into his head, that the Eng- 
lifh ladies took this method of intro- 
ducing themfclvcs to the acquaintance of 
thofc they were pleafed to favour, the 
challenge of the Incognita, — who fhe 
was, — where (he had fcen him, —what * 
particular aftion of his had merited her 
j^ood graces, and a thoufand other con- 
jtfturcs, all tending to the fame objedt, 
very much engrofled his mind. — Indeed 
he was glad to encourage any thoughts, 
which ferved to drive thofc of Mifs Betfy 
thence, whofe idea, in fpite of all his en- 
deavours, and her luppofed unworthincfs^ 
would fonietimes intervene, and {>oiroti 
the fweets of his moft jovial moments 
among his friends. 

His curiofity, for it cannot be faid was 
as yet inftigated by a warmer paflion, 
rendered him however very careful not to 
fuffer the hour menrioned in the lady's 
letter to efcape , but though he was at 
ihe place fomewhat before' the time, flic 
was the firft, and already waited his ap- 
proach, — As he turned by the corner of 
the pond, he began to reflect, that as flie 

had 
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had given him no fignal, whereby fhc 
might be known, he might poffibly mif- 
take for his Incognita fome other, whom 
chance might have direfttd to the bench, 
and was lomewhat at a lofs how to ac- 
coft her in fuch a manner, as that the 
comphment might not make him be 
looked upon as rude or mad, by a 
perfon who had no reafon to cxpedt it 
from him. 



But the fair lady, who, it is likely, was 
alfo fenfible Ihe had been a little wanting 
in this part of the aflignation, foon ea(ed 
him of the fufpence he was in, by rifing 
from her feat, as he drew near, and fd- 
Juting him with thefe words, — * How 
perfeftiy obUgmg, faid fhe, is this punc- 
tuality 1 ■ It almoft flatters me I 
(hall have no reafon to repent the ftep 
I have taken.* — * A perfon who is in- 
jured, replied Mr. Trucworth, has 
doubdefs a right to complain ; and it I 
have, though never fo unwarily, been 
guilty of any wrong, cannot be too 
hafty, nor too zealous in the repara- 
tion 5 ■ ' be pleafed, therefore, 
madam, to let me know the nature of 
my offence, and be afliircd, that the 
wifties of my v^hole heart fliall be to 
expiate it.* 

M 5 In 
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In concluding thefe words, one of her 
gloves being off, he took hold of her 
hand, and kifled it with either a real, or 
a feeming warmth. — * Take care what 

* you fay, cried Ihe, left I exa£t more 

* from you, than is in your power to per- 

* form •, but let us fit down, purfued (he, 
fuffering him ftill to keep her hand in his, 

* and begin to fulfil the promife you 
' have made, by fatisfying me in fome few 

* points I have to afk, with the fame fin- 

* ccricy as you would anfwer Heaven.* -r* 

* Be afifured I will,' faid he, putting her 
hand a fecond time to his mouth, 'and 

* this {hall be the book on which 1 will 

* (wear to every article.* 

* Firft then, demanded Ihe, Are yoq 

* married, or con traded ?' — Neither, by 
< all that's dear, faid he.' — « Have you no 

* attachment, refumed (he, to any particq- 
^ iar lady, that (hould hinder your engaging 

* with another ?' — ' Not any, upon my 
' honour, anfwered he.' 

I (hould before now have acquainted 
my reader, that the lady was not only 
mafqued, but alfo clofe nvuffled in her 
hood i that Mr. Trueworth could difcover 
no part even of the fide of her face, 
wJiich growing weary of this examination, 

he 
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he took an opportunity to complain of. — 
Why this unkind referve, my charming 
Incognita ? faid he : I have heard ot pe- 
nitents, who, while confefling crimes they 
were afhamed ' of, kept their faces hia, 
but I believe there never was a confeflpr 
who concealed himfelf, — permit mc 
to fee to whom I am laying open my 
heart, and I (hall do it with pleafure/ 
— * That cannot be, anfwered fhe, even 
for the very reafon you have alledged : 
— I have fomething to confefs to you, 
would fink me into the earth with fhame, 
did you behold the mouth that utters 

it : • In a word, I love you, 

and after having told you fo, can you 
exped I will reveal myfelf * — * Elfe how 
can I return the bounty as 1 ought, cried 
he, or you be affured you have not 
lavifhed your favours on an infenfible or 

* ungrateful heart ?* 



*o* 



« Time may do much, faid fhe ; — a 

• longer and more free converfation with 

* you may perhaps embolden me to make 
« a full difcovery of my face to you, as 
*I have already done of my heart.* — . 
Mr. Trueworth then told, her, that the 
place they were in would allow but very 
few freedoms, and added, that if he were 
really fo happy as (he flattered, him he 
was., (he mutt permit him to wait on lur, 

M 6 where 
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where he might have an opportunity of 
tedifying the Tenfe he had ot fo unhoped, 
and as yet fo unmerited a bleffing. 

* Alas! Ciied (he, I am quite a novice 

* in aflignations of this fort, — have fo 

* entire a dependancc on your honour, that 

* I dare meet you any where, provided you 
' give me your folemn promife not to 

* take any meafures for knowing who I 

* am, nor make any attempts to obh'ge 

* me to unmafk, *till I have aflumed cou- 

* rage enough to become vifible of my 

* own free will/ 

Mr. Trueworth readily enough gave her 
the promife fhe exadled from him* not at 
all doubting but he ihould be eafily able to 
find means to engage her confent for the 
fatisfaftion of her curiofity in thefe points. 

* Well then, faid (he, it belongs to you 
*' to name a place proper for Uicfe fccret 

* interviews/ 

On this, after a little paufe, he an- 
fwercd, that fince ihe judged it incon- 
venient for him to wait upon her at home, 
or any other place where ihe was known, 
he would be about the clofe of day at a 
certain coffce-houfe, which he named to 
her i ^— * where, continued he, I will 
'^ * attend 
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< attend your commands, and on your 

< condefcending to flop at the door in a 
« hackney coach, will immediately come 

< down and condu£b you to a houfe fecure 

• from all danger of a difcovery/ — She 
hefitated not a moment to comply with 
his proppfal, yet in the fame breath (he 
did fo, affefted to be under fome fears» 
which before fhe had not made the Icaft 
fhew of ; faid, • (he hoped he would 

• not abufe the confidence Ihe repofed in 

• him, — that he would take no advantage 

• of the weaknefs Ihe had fhewn, — that 

• though (he loved him with the moft ten- 

• der paffion, and could not have lived 

• without revealing it to him, yet her 

• indinarions were innocent, and pure as 

• thofe of a veftal virgin,* and a great 

• deal more ftuff of the like fort ; which, 
though Mr. Trueworth could fcarce re- 
frain from fmiling at, yet he anfwered 
with all the ferioufnefs imaginable. -^ < I 
« ftiould be unworthy, madam, of the af- 

• fedion you honour me with,* faid he, 

• were I capable of afting towards you in 

• a manner unbecoming of you, or of my- 

• felf 5 and you may depend I (hall en- 

• deavour to regulate my defires, fo as to 
^render them agreeable to yours/ 



After 
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After fomc farther difcourfc of the likt 
nature, (he rofc up and took her leave, in- 
filling at parting, that he fhould not atr 
tempt to follow her, or take any method 
to nnd out what way ihe went ; which 
injunftion he puftually obeyed, not ftir- 
ring from the bench, 'till (he was quite 
out of fight. 

This adventure prodigioufly amufed 
him ; — never, in his whole life, had he 
met with any thing he knew fo Itctcle how 
to judge of. — She had nothing of the 
air of a woman of the town -, and befldes, 
he knew it was not the intereft of thofe, 
who made a trade of tbdr favours, tcr 
difpenfe themJn the manner ihe feemed 
to intend ; — nor could he think her a 
pcrlon of the condition and charaAer hei^ 
letter intimated. He could not conceive, 
that any of thofe he w^s acquainted with, 
would run fuch lengths for the gratiBca- 
tion of their paflion, efpecially tor a man 
who had not taken the leaft pains to in- 
fpire it. — Sometimes he imagined it was 
a trick put upon him, in order to make 
trial how far his vanity would extend in 
boafting of it ; — it even came into his 
head, that Miifs Betfy herfelf might get 
fomebody to perfonate the amorous in- 
cognita, for no other purpofe than to 

divert 
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divert herfelf, and difappoint his high- 
raifed expectation : but this iail conjedture 
dwelt not long upon him : — he had 
heard fhe now entertained another lover» 
with whom fhe was very much taken up, 
and, confequently, would not give herfelf 
fo much trouble about one, who had en- 
tirely quitted her. — In fine, he knew not 
what to think, as he could not tell how 
to believe he had made fuch an impref- 
iion upon any woman, without knowing 
it, as the incognita pretended, he was apt 
to imagine he (hould neither fee nor hear 
any more of her. — 1 his uncertainty^ 
however, employed his mind the whole 
day, and he was no lefs impatient for the . 
proof, than he would have been, if actually 
in love with this invifible miftrefs. 

The wiihed-for hour at laft arrived^ 
and he waited not long before he was eafed 
of one part of his fufpence, by being told> 
a lady in a hackney coach enquired for 
him : — he was extremely pleafed to find, 
at. laft, he had not been impofed upon^ 
by a trick of any of his frolickfome com- 
panions, and immediately flew to the 
coach fide, where feeing it was indeed hi^ 
Incognita, he jumped diredlly in, with a 
tranfport, which, doi^tlefs, was very 
agreeable to her. 

Thou^* 
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Though he had often heard fome gen- 
tlemen fpeak of houfes, where two per* 
fons of different fexes might at any time 
be received, and have the privilege of en- 
tertaining each other with all the freedom 
and privacy they could defire ; yet, as he 
had never been accuftomed to intrigi^es of 
this nature, and thought he fhould have 
no occafion to make ufe of fuch places, 
he had not given himlelf the trouble of 
alking where they might be found, there- 
fore he had now no other refource, than 
cither a tavern or a bagnio, ihe latter of 
which he looked upon, for more reafonft 
than one, as the moft commodious of the 
two, fo ordered the coachman to drive to 
one in Silver- ftrcet 5 ^ — he excufed himfelf 
at the fame time to the lady, for not hav- 
ing been able to provide a better afylum 
for her reception ; but (he appeared per- 
feftly content, — told him, flic had put 
herfelf under his care, — relied upon his 
honour and difcretion^ and leit all to his 
dircAion. 

Being come into the bagnio, they were 
fliewn into a handfome large room, with 
a bed-chamber within it. — Mr, True- 
worth had his eye on every thing in an 
inftant, and finding all was right, ordered 
a fupper to be prepared,, and then told 

the 
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the waiter, he would difpenfc with his at- 
tendance, 'till it was ready. — As foon as 
he found himfelf alone with his Incog- 
nita, * Now, my angel* faid he, embracing 
her, * I have an opportunity to thank you 
' for the afFeftion you have flattered me 

• with the hopes of, but at the fame time 

* muft complain of the little proofs you 

• give me of it ; — the greateft ftranger to 

* your heart would be allowed the privi- 
' * lege of a falute, yet I am denied the pri- 

^ lege of touching thofe dear Iips» wtuch 
« have denounced my happincfs,' — * Do 
*. not reproach .me^' anfwered fhe, with 
^ denying what is not yet in my power to 

• grant; —I cannot let you fee my face, 

* and you have promifed not to force me.* 
— « I have,* replied he 5 • but that pro- 
^ mife binds me not from indulging my 
^ impatient wifhes with things you have 
« not ftipulated : — your neck, your 

• brcafts are free, and thofe I will be re- 
« venged upon/ — With thefe words he 
took fome liberties with her, which may 
better be conceived than defcribed I— 
flie but faintly refitted, and, perhaps 
would have permitted him to take greater 
thus malked, but the difcovery of her 
face was what he chiefly wanted : — * You 

* might, at leaft, cried he, * oblige me 
« with a touch of thofe lovely lips, I am 

* forbid 
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* forbid to gaze upon ; — here is a dark 

* reccfs/ continued he, pointing to the 
inner room, ' will favc your bluflics.* — 
He then raifed her from the chair, and 
drawing her gently towards the door, 
fung, in a very harmonious voice, this 
flanza : 

Awav with this idle, this fcrupulous fear» 

For a kifs in the dark, 

Cry'd the amorous fpark. 
There is nothing, no, nothing too dear/ 

Having \hd her into the chamber, and 
feated her on the bed, which happened to 
be fb difpofed, that no gfeam of light 
came upon it from the candles in the next 
room, — — * Now, my charmer, faid he, 
taking hold of her mafk, ^ you have no 

* excufe for keeping on this invidious 

* cloud.' — * Hbw impoflible is it/ an- 
fwered (he, letting it fall into his hand^ 

* CO refuffe you any thing 1* 

What converfatibn after this paffed be- 
tween them, I fhall leave to the reader''s 
imagination, and only &y, that the voice 
af the Incognita being m6re dtftinguiflx- 
able by the button ot her mafk being re- 
moved, Mr. Trueworth could not help 
thinking, he had heard before accents 
v^rylike thofc with which he was oow 

enter- 
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entertained, though where, or from what 
mouth they had proceeded, he was not 
able to recoiled. 

This conjefture, however, rendering 
him more impatient than ever for the 
difcovery ; he omitted nothing in hit 
power, either by words or adions, to dif- 
fuade her from re-affuming her vizard^ 
when they Ihould quit that fccnc of dark- 
nefs, — * How gladly would I comply,* 
cried (he, * but that I fear ., • Fear 

* what !' cried Mr. Trueworth, eagerly 
interrupting her. — * I fear to lofe you.? 
replied (he fondly embracing him ; — ^ 

* my face is already but too well known 

* to you: — you have often feen it, but 

* fctn it without thofe emotions I endea- 

* voured to infpirc : — how then can I 

* now hope it will have the efFed I wifli 1* 
< Unkindly judged/faid he ; * with what 

* indifference foever I may have regarded 
« you, the endearing foitnefs, the en- 

* chanting tranfports you have now 

* blefled me with, would give new charms 

* to every feature, and make me find 

* perfedions I never faw before. -—Come 
•then, my goddefs,' continued he, rai- 
fing her, * (hine with full luftre on me, 
« and fix me your adorer.* — *Well,' cried 
(he, < you are not to be refifted, and I 

* wiU venture.' 

Thefe 
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Thcfe words brought them to the cham- 
ber door, and Ihewcd the Incognita to her 
amazed gallant to be no other than Mifs 
Flora. — ' Mifs Flora Mellafm ! — Good 

* heavens !* cried he. — • You feem fur- 

* prized and fliock*d,* faid (he : — alas f 

* my apprehenfions were too juft.* — 
« Pardon me, madam, anlVered he, * I 

* am indeed furprized, but it is through 
« an excefs ot' joy ; — could I have ever 
« thought, the favours I have received 

* were beftowed by the amiable Mifs 
« Flora Mellafm !* 

It is certain, that his aftonifhment at 
firft was very great ; but rccoveriftg him- 
felf from it in a fliort time, a thoufand 
paflages in Mifs Flora's former behaviour 
towards him occurred to his remembrance, 
and made him wonder at himfelf for not 
having fooner found her out in the perfon 
of his Incognita, — They paffed their time, 
•till the night was pretty far advanced, in 
a manner very agreeable to each other, 
nor parted without reciprocal aflurance of 
renewing this tender intercourfc the next 
day, at the fame place. 



CHAP. 



I 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Givet an account of a farther^ and more lau" 
JahU motive to induce Mr, Trueworth to 
put off' bis intended journey into the country. 

THOUGH it is impoffiblc for a man 
of fenfe to have any real love for a 
woman whom he cannot cfteem, yet Mr. 
Trueworth found enough in the agreeable 
perfon and fprightly humour of Mifs 
Flora^ to diffipate thofe uneafy refle6lions» 
whichy in fpite of him, had lurked in his 
mind oh Mifs Betfy's account : — the 
amour with this fond girl afforded him a 
ipleafing amufement for a time, and with- 
out filling his heart with a new paHion, 
cleared it of thofe remains of his former 
one, which he had taken fo much pains to 
extirpate. 

Whenever he thought of Mifs Betfy, 
as it was impoffible a young lady, he once 
had loved with fo much tendernefs, fhould 
not fometimes come into his thoughts, it 
was only with a friendly concern for her" 
imagined fall. -^ * It is no wonder,* would 
he often fay to himfdf, * that fo young, 

and 
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« and lovely a creature, under the tuition 

* of a woman of Lady Mellafin's charader, 

* and the conftant companion of one of 
« Mifs Flora's difpofition, endued with 

* charms to excite the warmeft wiflies, 
^ and unprovided with fufiicient arms fo|r 

* her defence, fhould have yielded to the 

* temptations of an unwarrantable flame.* 
In fine he pitied her, but no more. 

Thus entirely freed from all prepof- 
fefiion, and his heart almoft in the fame 
(ituation, as before he ever knew what it 
was to love, he was eafily perfwaded by 
his friends to give over all thoughts of 
going into the country, and ftay to par- 
take, in a moderate way, thofe pleafures 
of the town, which the many uneafy mo- 
ments he had fuflained, [during his court- 
fhip with Mifs Betfy, -had kept him hi- 
therto from having any relifli for. 

But this (late of indifference lafled not 
long, — an objedl prefentcd itfelf to him, 
infpiring him^with a paffion, which had fo 
much of reafon for its guide, as made 
hi.m think it rather his glory, than his 
misfortune, to be a fecond time enflaved. 

Among all the friends and acquain- 
tance he had in town, there was none he 
more valued and efteemed^ than Sir Bazil 

Loveit : 
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Loveit : — they had been for fome time 
infeparable companions ; but accidents, 
either on the one fide or the other, having 
hindered their meeting for feveral days, 
Mr. Trueworth went one morning to 
vifit him at his houfe : — he found hira 
at home, but the hall fo incumbered with 
trunks and boxes, that there fcarce a paf- 
fage to the parlour door. — * Welcome, 
my dear friend faid Sir Bazil,' who, hav- 
ing feen him from a window, ran down 
flairs to receive him 5 * you find me in 
a ftrange diforder here, but I have got 
a couple of women out of the country, 
and that fex, I think like a general of- 
ficer, can never move without a wag* 
gon load of trumpery at their tail. — 
What, married!* cried Mr. Trueworth. 
— « No faith,* faid the other, * but the 
arrival of two fitters laft night from 
Stafrordfliire, gives me a fort of fpeci* 
men of the hurry I am to expedl when 
I become a hufband. 

* The hurry/ faid Mr. Trueworth, 
you feem to complain of, muft needs 
be a very agreeable one, and I heartily 
congratulate you upon it. — A fingle 
ma;i, like you, makes but a very foli- 
tary figure in a great wild houfe 5 — — 
thefe ladies will fill the vacuum, and 
give a double life to your family.' — - 

* Nay,' 
\ 
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Nay»* refumed Sir Bazil, * I fhall not 
have them long with mc, — they hate 
London, and never come but once in 
two years, to buy cloaths and fee fa- 
fhions 5 — befides one of them is mar- 
ried, and the other fo fond of her filler, 
that I believe Ihe would not quit her to 
be a dutchefs. — Indeed it is not much 
to be wondered at, our mother dying. 
when (he was very younjg, Harriet, for 
fo (he is called, was brought up under 
her fiiler, who is eight years older than 
herfelf , and they never have been ^fun^ 
der two days in their lives, 

Mr. Trucworth then expatiated on the 
amiablenefs of fuch an harmony between 
perfons of the fame blood : to which Sir 
Bazil replied, that it was more than or- 
dinarily fortunate for his fifters : — * for,* 
faid he, * the elder of them being mar- 
ried juft before my mother's death, my 
father committed tp her the care of the 
younger, as fhe was reckoned a woman 
of greater prudence than might be ex- 

peded from her years. My brother 

Wellair, for that is the name of the 
gentleman Ihe married, though a very 
good hu(band, in the.main, is a great 
^ortfman. takes rather too much de- 
light in his hawks and hounds, and 
gives his wife but little of bis company 

* in 
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« in . the day, fo that if it were not for 
< Harriot me would pafs her time un- 
• comfortably enough. — — In Ihort, the 
^ younger is improved by the leflbns of « 
*^ the elder, and the elder diverted by the 
« fprightlinefs and good*humour of the 
f younger. 

Sir BaziU who had an extreme regard 
Ibr his fiftersy could not forbear entertain- 
ing Mr. Trueworth on this fubjeft all 
die time he was there, and at partii^ 
IBold him, he would not afk him to ftay 
dinner that day,becauled he fuppofed they 
would be very bufy in unpadcing theur 
things, and fetting themfelves in order, 
but engaged him to come on the foUow« 
ing. 

Mr. Trueworth thought no farther on 
what had pafTed, than to remember his 
promife, which he accordingly fulfilled, 
r— Sir Bazil received him with open arms, 
and condufted him into the dining«room, 
where the two ladies were fitting : — 
they were l*th very bandfome •, — the 
elder was extremely graceful, and, at firft 
glance, appeared to be the moft ftriking 
beauty of the two i but on a fecond, the 
younger had the advantage : — (he was 
not altogether fo tall as her fifter, nor 

Vol. IL N had 
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had a fkln of diac dazzling whitenefi, but 
her (hsapt was eitquifitc^— her complexion 
clear^— her eyes fparkUngt— all her iea* 
cures ftrfcGdj rcjgular» and. accompanied 
with a fweecnels» which bad in it fome-^ 
what irrefiftably attraftive. 

After the firft compliments were over» 
neither of them UA^ by their manner of 
converfatioHt any part of that admiratioti 
which their eyes had g^uned.r-Mn. Wel- 
lair talked pretty, mucfa^ yet fo agreeably^ 
that nobody could be. dred of hearing 
her:— Mifs Harriot fpqke much kfs^ 
but all flie faid difi»^aed .a delicacy of 
ienCiment^ and ^ judgment fiar above bet 
Tears. — Sir Bazti had a large eftate» he 
lived up to the height of it, had a very 
elegant tafte, and in complaifance to his 
iifters, as well as to his fiiend» who had 
never dined with him before fiifce he fet 
up houIe*ke)Bpili^ had takeft cjrre that day 
to omit nothing in liis btU of fete, that 
couM excTce^ or gratify^ ithe nuA luamri-^ 
ous appetite ; yet it was the wit^ fpirit^ 
and good*humour of the condpany, e%e- 
daily of Mifs Harriott wUcbt to Mr. 
Truewort^t madt tUb mofti^giteable part 
wi tnc cntcrtauiflieiit* 

When 
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When the defert was over, and the 
healths of abfent friends toafted in Tokay 
Imd FrontiniaCy they all adjourned into the 
drawing-room, where coffee and tea ^ere 
foon stfter brought in 5 — Mrs. WcUair 
liaving been advifed by her phyficians to 
refrain the ufe of any of thote liqaors, on 
account of fome dilorder flie had com* 

Slained of; tck>k tMs opportunity of de- 
ring leave to redre, in order to iu:quaint 
her hufband» it beiiig pdfr-night| with her 
fafe arrival in town. 

Agreeable iis hi^r donveHatidn ^u^ fj/lr. 
Titiewbrth found no nlifs of her, tts the 
lovely Harriot was ieft Behind : -^ on 
the contrary, he was rather rejoiced, in 
the hope (he would now give her tongue 
a greater latitude than (he had done in 
the pTcfencc of one Whom he eafily per- 
cciived, (he looked upon as her fupe- 
Hdr in underftahding, as well as years ; 
iaind to pfoV6ke Her to it, artfully in- 
trodticfed fonie difcourfe on 1^ plea- 
fcres of the t6Wft, atrial laid to Sir Baail, 
ft fitc&icd to hhri a Idnd 6f miracle, 
that fo ydMig inA teAitiful a tedy as 
Mifs riarriot, eotild edhtteiit hcrfdf with 
the oKcUrity of a cdtintry life, » 
• Few of her age, indeed, replied Sir 
N a JSsizll, 
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* Bazii, would choofe to live In the manner 

* fhe docs, but though I fhould^ perhaps, 

* not be of the fame way of thinking, if 

< I were a woman, and in her place, yet I 

* cannot buc fay, my reafon approves of 

* her condudt in this point.* 

* London, faid Hie, is a very mag- 

* niBcent, opulent city, and thofe who 

* have their lot call to live in it, may, 

* doubtlefs, find fufficient to ^content 

* them ; but as for thofe amufements, 
/ which you gentlemen call the pleafures 

* of the town, and which fo many people 
« take every winter fuch long jaurnies 
« merely to enjoy, I can fee nothing in. 

< them, which a reafonable perfon may 

* not very well difpenfc with the want 

* of/ 

« What think you of the court, madam ? 

* cried Mr. True worth. * As of a 

* place I would always choofe to avoid, 
•replied (he-, — -I heartily pity the fa- 

* tigue of thofe, who are ooliged to at- 

* tend, and am tempted to laugh at the 

* ftupidity of thofe,^ who undertake it 
^ without neceflity. — I am amazed to 
^ think how any one of common fenfe 

* can be at lo great an expence for rich 

* cloaths, to go to a |)lace where flie 

•muft 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS- 269 

< mud fufFer as great pain in (hewing 

• them.— Blcfs me ! to ftand for two cr 

• three hours together, mute as a fifti, — 
« upright as an arrow, and when the fcene 

• is over, walk backward like a crab, curt^ 

• fying at every ftep, though their legs arc 

• fo tired, they arc fcarcc able to go thro* 

• the ceremony.' 

• A mafquerade then, re fumed Mr. 
Trucworth, willing to try her further; 
what fay you, madam, to a mafquerade f 
I hope you will allow no freedom of 

behaviour is wanting there.*- * I 

Ibould like a mafquerade extremely, 
anfwered Ihe, if condufted in the fame 
manner I have been told they are irl 
Italy, and fome other places, where 
only perfons of condition are admitted, 
and none prefume to fay that undei^ a 
vizard^ which he either would, or oughC 
to be afhamed 'of, when it is plucked 
off; — but the venal ones you havd 
here, arc my utter deteftation ; — they 
feem to mc to licence, under a (hew oP 
innocent diverfion, not only folly, but 
all kind of prophanenefs, and inde« 
cency/ 

*Itmuft be owiied, madam, faid Mr. 

f Trueworth, that your fcntiments on 

N 7 * both 
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both thefe fubjefte are extremely juflr^ 
but you can have no fuch obje^on 
againlt a play, or opera.' — * No, fir, 
anfwered flie, I look upon a good play 
as one of the mod improving, as well 
as agreeable entertainments, a thinking 
mind can take ; — - and as for an opera,* 
— •• Aye, ftfter, cried Sir BaziJ, mter- 
rupting her, the opera, — take care 
what you fay of the opera, — mv friend 
here is a paflionate lover of muuck, and 
if you utter one fyllable againft his fa- 
vourite Icience, you will certainly pafs 
in bis opnion for a ftoic' — < I fliould 
deferve it, fud >(he, and be in reality 
as infenfible aa that fed: of philofbphera 
affedt to be, if k were not capable of 
being touched by the charms of har«t 
mony/ 

* Then, madam, laid Mr. Trueworth, 
there are two of the pleafures of Lon- 
don, whidi are fo happy to receive 
your approbadon/-^ * Not only my ap- 
psobatioD, replied (he, but my applaule. 
•% I am, indeed, a very great 



admirer of both, yet can find ways to 
make myfelf eafy, without being pre- 
fent at either, and, at the diftance of a 
hundred miles, enjoy in theory all the 

♦iatis- 
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< fatisfa6tion the reprefent;ation could a^- 
•ford/ 



< This is fomewhat extraordinary, in* 
deed, madam, cried Mr. Trueworth; 
be fo good as to let us know by what 
method.' — •It is thi§, fir, amwered 
ihe ; — - as for the plays,— I hJive a very 
good colleftion or the old ones by me^ 
and have all the new ones fent down to 
me as they come out : — when I was 
laft in London, I was ftveral tinijjs ai^ 
the theatre,— I obferve^i how the afton^ 
and adreiies varied their voices *^hd]gef- 
tures, according to the difierent cb^c- 
tcrs they appeared in on the ftagei — • 
and thus, whilft I am reading ^hy ]pla^. 
am enabled to jud^ pretty ne^ lio;w it 
fliews in reprefentation. -^ t have, in* 
deed, fomewhat moro difficulty in bring* 
ihg the opera home to me, yet I am la 
happy, as to be able to procure a (ha- 
dow of it at feaft > --- we have two or 
three gentlemen in the neighbourhood^ 
who play to great perfe^Bon on the 
violin, and feveral ladies, who have 
very pretty voices, and fome (kill in 
mufic ; — my fitter touches the bafs- 
viol finely, and I play a litde on the 
harpfichord : — we have all our pares 
in fcore before us, which we execute 
N 4 * to 
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• to the bcft of our power : — it fcrvcsi 

• however, to divert ourfclves, and thofe 

* friends who think it worth their while to 

• come to hear us.* 

Mr. Trucworth cried out, in a kind of 
ipapture, as foon as (he had done.fpeakingt 
~* Who would not thmk himfclf happy 

* to be one of the audience at fuch a per* 

* formance ?* — ^He was going on, but Mrsi 
Wellair returned, on which he dircfted the 
compliments he was about to make Mifs 
Harriot, eaually to the other ^ — - which 
fhe returned with* a great deal of polite- 
nefs.— The converfation afterwards turned 
on difierent fubjcfts, and was very enter* 
taining ; — fome other company coming 
in, Mr. Trueworth would have taken leaver 
but Sir Bazil would not permit him : — h& 
flayed the whole evening, and when ho 
went home, carried fuch an idea of tho 
lovely Harriot's perfeftion, that fcarce any 
confideration wc^d have been powerful 
enough to have made him quit tiic town, 
while fhe continued in it. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Rtturns to Mifs Betfy*s adventures^ from which 
the two former were but a digrejfton^ though a 
very netejfary one, as will hereafter appear. 

IF Mifs Betfy had been made acquainted 
with the manner in which Mr. True- 
worth paffed his time, and the induce- 
ments he had to flay in London, doubt- 
lefs her vanity would have been highly 
piqued ; but Ihe had not as yet this ful3Je(5l 
for mortification : on the contrary, fhe 
rather imagined he lingered here on her 
account, — that it repented him of the 
letter he had fcnt her, though his fpirit was 
too great to acknowledge it diredly, and 
•waited the arrival of her brother Franks 
in hopes of ^engaging him to make his 
peace. 

With thefe fugg^^ftions did (he pleafc 
hcrfeif, whenever he came into her mind \ 
but indeed fhe had but little room for 
meditation op his account , — not only 
Mr. Munden plied her clofc with prefcnts, 
N 5 — treats* 
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-—treats,— fine fpeeches, and all the tokens 
of impatient love, but fhe had alfo another 
conqueft of a more late> and conlequently 
to a young lady of her huqiour^ a more 
pleafing aera. 

She had been one day at her mantua-^ 
maker's, to confuit on fome matters re- 
lating to her drefs, and was a little fur- 
prifed to fee the woman come the next 
morning, before fhe was out of bed, to 
her lodgings. — ' Heyday, Mrs. Mode- 
*ly, cried fhe, what bnngs you here 
« thus early ?* — * Indeed, madam^ an- 

* fwered fhe, I could not well come out 
« — 1 have eight or nine gowns in the 

* houfe now, which fhould all have been 

* finifhed and fent home to-day : — the 

* ladies will tear me to pieces about them, 
« but I left all my bufinefs, and ruti 

* away to acquaint you with a thing you 

* little dream of. — Ah! Mifs Betfy, fuch 

* a fine gentleman ! — fuch a vafl eftate! 

* — but*tis no wonder, continued (he, 

* you are fo pretty, that you make all the 

* men die for you/ ■ * What is 
« it you are talking of V cried Mifs Betfy, 

* prithee dear Modely explain/ — « Lord ! 

* replied the other, I am fo tranfported, 

* that 1 know not how to contain my- 

* felf ; — but I will tell you, — you were 

* yeftcr- 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 275 

y^erday at my houfe, — Sir. Frederick 
Fineer, who lodges in my firft floor, ~ 
the fweeteil and opofl: generous gentle- 
man that ever lived, to be fure; — but 
that is nothing to the purpofe, — he 
(aw you from his dining-room window^ 
when you came out of your chair, < — 
and, would you bjcUeve it, was fo 
ftruck, that he immediately fell down 
in a fwoon : — you were but juft gone 
when his valet de chambre, for he keeps 
three fcrvants, two in livery, and one 
out, came down to me^ and fetched me 
to his mafter, — ' Oh ! Mrs. Modely, 
faid he to me, what angel have you got 

below • r— Tell me who fhe is ? 

If Ihe is pot alreadj marcied, • I will 
give my wholg eftate to obtain her — 
I afk not what her fortune is, — if I 
coulcl once e^ll th^t divine creature my^ 
wife fhe (bould command all I am 
worth.* 



« Indeed, madam, continued fhe, f 
«.was fo much amazed, that I had not 
«^ the power of fpeaking ; and he, I fup- 
*,pofe, interpreting my filence as a re- 
« fufal of anfwering his demands, fell 

* into fuch diftraftipns, — fuch ravings, 

* as frighted me almoft out of my wits, 
« and at laft, to quiet him, I told him 

N 6 * —I 
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♦ — I hope you will forgive me, — youf 

• name, and where you lived, and that 

• you were not married : on this he 

* fecmed pretty eafy, and I left him : — • 

* but about two hours after, he fent for 

• me again,— dcfired I would go direftly 

• to you, — make you a declaration of love 

* in h.s name, and beg you will give him 

• leave to vifit you in perfon/ 

* Blefs me! cried Mifs Betfy, can the 

• man neither fpeak nor write for him- 
« fclf?' « I told him, madam, re* 

* fumed Mrs. Modely, that it would not 

• be well taken from me •, -^ but he was 
« quite mad, would liften to no rcafon, 
« 'till I* bethought myfelt of a ftratagem, 

* which I fancy you will not difap- 

• prove ; *•»— I made him believe, that 

• there was no need of my going to 

• you, - — that you were to call upon 

♦ me about a gown this afternoon, — 
' * that I would perfuade you to flay and 

* drink tea, and he might come into the 

* room, as if by chance, and entertain 

* you with what difcourfe he thought pro- 

* per. — — Now I would fain have you 
« come, purfued fhe; for if you do but 

* like his perfon, fucb an ofier is not to 
« be rejedted.* 
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• I do not regard this offer/ faid Mils 
Bctfy, ' but I do not know but I may 

• come juft to divert myfelf a little* — 

* That's a dear good lady, cried the 
« other. — • About five, I believe, will be 

* a proper time.' -— * Aye, thereabout,' 
replied Mifs Betfy ; * but, dear Modely,. 
« don't let him know you have fpoke a 

« word to me concerning him.' * No 

« —no,' faid ftie, • I fhall not tell him I 

♦ have fecn you.' 

During the who!e time this woman 
ftayed, wiich was, indeed, much longer 
than might have been expeded, from a^ 
perfon of that extraordinary bufincfs fhe 
pretended, nothing was ulkcd on but Sir 
Frederick Fineer ; — fhe told Mifs Betfy,. 
that to her certain knowledge he was of 
one of the bell families in Cornwall ; that 
he had a great eftatc in pofleffion, and*^ 
another in reverfion ; and befidcs, was the 
jlext of kin to a coronet \ that he kept * 
company with nothing but lords and 
dukes, and that they were always court-* 
ing his company. 

Though Mifs Betfy 'affefted to treat all 
fhe faid with indifference, yet fhe had 
given an attentive ear to it, and after flie 

was 
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was gone, began to rumage over all her 
ornaments, —-tried one, and then ano- 
ther^ to fee which would become her 
bcft, in order to fecurc a vidlory, which 
ihe imagined would afford fo much 
triumph. — « Whether I marry him or 
i?ot, faid (he to herfelf, • the addrefles of 

* a man of his rank will make me of 

* fome confidcration in the world s — and 

* if ever I do become a wife, I flioiild 

* like to be a woman of quality •, •— they 
^ may fay what they will, but a title has 

* prodigious charms in it, — the name of 

* Fineer alfo becomes it ; — ^L^ady Fineer's 

* fervants there! — Lady Fineer*s coach 
« to the door, would found vaftly agree- 
« able at the play or opera.' 

She alfo pleafed herfelf with the thought, 
that being courted by a perfon of Sir Fre- 
derick's quality and eftate, would imme- 
diately put to filence all the reproaches 
and remonftrances (he might otherwil'e 
have expeded to be perfecuted with, by 
her brother Frank, on Mr. Trueworth's 
account : — and this imagination was, of 
itfelf, fufficient to give her an infinite fa- 
tisfaftion : « — m fine, fhe found fo much . 
in this new effeft of her charms, to ele- 
vate and delight both her vanity and con- 
venience, that fhe longed with as much 

impatience 
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impatience for a light of her admirer, as 
Mrs. Modely had told her he was under, 
for a fecond interview with her. 

Some part of the tedious moments were, 
however, taken up, in a manner (he was 
tar from expefting : — (he was fcarcc rifcn 
from her toilette, when word was brought 
her that a young lady, who called herfelf 
Mils Flora Mellafin, was come to wait 
upon her. As (he had never feen her 
fince her being driven from Mr, Good- 
man's, the vifit a little furprifed her, and 
(he wo^ld have been glad if common 
civility had dilpenfed with her receiving 
it ^ for though the pity (he then had felt . 
for her misfortunes, had greatly eflPaced 
the memory of the injurious treatment 
Jhe had met with from her, yet (he never 
defired to continue any correfpondence 
with her, after they were once parted : 
befides, as (he had no reafon to look upon 
her coming as any proof of her friendmip 
or good- will, but rather with a defign of 
doing her fome private prejudice, (he re- 
folved to behave entirely referved towards 
her. 

H^r conjeftures were not groundlelS : 

— that complications of every worft paf- 

fion that can fill the human heart, could 

'^ not 
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not be perfedly fadsfied, even amidft 
the moft unbounded gratification of her 
amorous dcfireSt with the man that had 
excited them : — the dread of lofmg him 
embittered all the tranfports of pofleflion ; 
fhe very well knew he had broke aS with 
Mifs Betfy, and doubted not but that 
event had happened through the artifice 
(he had put in pradbice ; yet as there was 
a poflibUity that the adventure of Den- 
ham (hould be unravelled and the inno- 
cency of Mifs Beefy cleared up, (he trem- 
bled left fuch an eclaircifement Ihould 
renew all his former tenderntfs for that 
once fo much loved rival, and herfelf be 
reduced to all the horrors of defpair and 
fliame, — It was therefore to found the 
inclinations of Mifs Bctfy, that alone 
brought her thither, in the wicked hope^ 
that if there was the leaft probability of 
a reconciliation between them, fhe might 
find fome opportunity of traverfing all 
the fteps that might be taken by either 
party for that purpofe. 

But Mifs Bctfy was too much upon her 
guard, to give her any room to difcover 
what her fentiments were in that point ; 
— (he received her very coolly, and even 
on her firft entrance told her, that fhe 
was obliged to go out that evening : but 

the 
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the other takmg no notice of the little 
pleafure Mifs Betfy exprefled on feeing 
her, told her, flie came out of friendfliip 
to vifit her ; — - that fhe had been told 
Mr. Tru^wonh and fhe were entirely 
parted 5 — that if (he had fo great an af- 
fedlion for him, as the world had been 
pleafed to fay, (he muft certainly Hand in 
need ot all the confolation could be given 
her : •— * but, I hope, my dear,* faid (he> 
^ you have too much good fcnfe not to 
* deipife him now. Nothing is more com* 
^ mon than that men fhould be fiEdfe.-— 
* ^ Kemember what the poet fays ; 

<< Ingratitude's the JBnywhicbilfirftor Itftf 
«< Taints the whole rcxfj^.^tching court 

« difcafe.'* \:\* ; ^;;^ V , 

Mifs Betfy was fo provoked at being 
talked to in this manner, that (he replied. 
That there was neither fal(hood nor in- 
gratitude in the cafe ; — if Mr. Trueworth 
had defifted his vi(its, it was only becaufe 
he was convinced (he defired not the con- 
tinuance of them. 

'Tis polfible the(c words were more 
galling to the jealous heart of Mifs Flora,, 
than any diing Ihe could have faid, 

chough 
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^ugh (he fpoke them with no other in* 
tent, than to clear herfelf of the imputa- 
tion of having been forfaken; — a thing 
ihe looked upon as the worft blemifh 
that could be caft upon her reputation* 
— Mifs Flora finding no more was to be 
^ot out of her, took her leave for this 
time, rcfolving, however, in her own 
mind, to keep up an acquaintance with 
her; that feeming to her, the mo(llike« 
ly way, both to fatisfy her curiofity, and 
prevent anv effort of what the eactrava- 

gance of her paflion made bcr appre* 
end. 

Mifs Betiy did not give herfelf much 
trouble in refljeftti» on what Mils Flora 
bad faid, but as teon aa^ her watch re- 
minded her of the qypointed hour, (he 
bid her footman fly and get a chair :-~on 
her coming to the houfe, Mrs. Modely 
herfelf opened the door at the firft rap, 
and defired her to walk in. — • No, — 
< no,' faid Mifs Betfy, ftiU fitting in the 
chair, * I csyinot ftay, — I only called to 
*. tell you, that I. will have the filver 

* robings put upon the green night-gown, 

• and will buy a new trimming for the 
*, piak.* — « I fhall be fure to obey your 

• orders, madam,* replied the other i 

* but L muft iptr^t you wiU do me the 

•honour 
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* honour to come in, and drink a difh cyf 
«. tea, — the kettle boils, and I have juft 

* now had a prefent of a cannifter of fome 

* of the fineft Hyfon in the world/—* I 
^ muft leave you then as foon as I have 

* tafted it,* faid Mifs Betfy, coming out of 

* the chair, for I have twenty vifits to 
f make this evening/ 

She had not been three minutes in the 
parlour, when the perfon, for whom all 
this ceremony was aflfefted, entered the 
room in fomewhat of an abrupt manner^ 
— • I come Mrs. Modcly, to complain/ 
&id he ; -^ — • my fervants tell me.* — — 
With thefe words he ftopt (hort, and 
fixed his eyes full on Mifs ^etfy, with t 
kind of aftonifhment. — - Mrs. Modelf 
pretending to be in a great fright, cried, 

* For heaven's fake Sir I^rederick, wh^ 
^ is the matter ? — I hope nothing in my 
^ houle has given your honour any caufe 

* of complaint ?* * No, no, •tis over 

* now,* cried he, * your houfe is become 
< a temple, and this is the divinity that 

* honours it with her prefence ; -^ this 

* Graccian Venus.* — Mifs Betfy was too 
> much accuilomed to company to be 

* eafily abafhed, and anfwered brilkly, • if 

* you mean the compliment to me. Sir, the 
^ Grascian Venus's are all painted fat, 

• and 



a84 THE HISTOHY OF 

* and I have no refemblance of that per- 

• fcftion/ — ^ Only in your face, madam,* 
« returned he-, — fuch fparkling eyes, — •' 

• fuch a complexion, — fuch a mouth ; 

* — in your ihape you are a Helen of 
« Troy/ — « That Helen of Troy,* faid 
^ Mifs Betfy, with an ironical fmile, I 

* think was a Graccian Princefs, and muft 

< alfo be fat, or fhe would not have been 

• reputed a beauty there,* 

The baronet finding by this^ he had 
been guilty of an abfurdity, when he in* 
tended a fine fpeech, thought to falve up 
the matter by faying, * Sure you are Diana 

• then.*—* Worfe and worfe,* cried Mifs 
Betfy; — * I befeech you, fir, compare 

* me to no fuch boifterous goddefs, that 

* runs up and down, bare footed and 

* bare leg*d, hunting wild boars in the 

• foreft !' — « What fhall I call you then, 
refumed he -, — * O ! tell me by what 

• name you will be worfhipped ?' — 

♦ The l^y's name. Sir Frederick,' cried 

< Mrs. Modely haftily, is Mifs Betfy 

♦ Thoughtlefs.*— « Betfy, faid he ? « thea 

* Betfy let it be. — Betfy (hall henceforth 

< become more famous than Cy therea wat 
^ pf old.* 



He 
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He was going on with this fulfome 
ftuflF, in which he was often expofed by 
the ready wit of Mifs Betfy, when a maid 
belonging to the houfe came in, and told 
her, that a gentleman in a hackney coach 
was at the door, and defired to fpeak 
with her. — ' With me !*— cried fhe, not 
able to guefs who fliould have followed 
her there, * pray call my footman, and 

* bid him aflc the perfon^s name that en* 
« quires fot me.* —The maid did as ihc 
was ordered, and Mifs Betfy*s fervant pre« 
fently after brought her tins intelligence^ 
— *^ Mr. Munden, madam,* faid he, ^ not 
.< finding you at home, has taken the li« 

* berty to call on you here, in order to 
f condud you where you are to pafs the 
« evening.* — He muft be a happy man, 

* indeed that dare take fuch liberties,' 
cried Sir Frederick, fomewhat fiercely. 
•— * Many take more than they are al« 

* lowed to do,* faid MifiBetfy. — * Go, 
continued fhe to the fellow, i and ^ tell 

* him, my mind is changed, — - that I 

* cannot leave the company I am with, 

* and will not go.* — Mr. Munden hav- 
ing received this meflage, ordered the 
coachman to drive away very much 
diiBitisfied, as the reader may eafdy 
fuppofe. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Betfy, the day before, had agreed 
to pafs this evening with the kdies «C 
St. James's, and fome odiers, to play at 
commerce, a game then very much in 
vogue ; — Mr. Munden was to be one of 
the company, and calling at Mi& Betfy's 
lodgings, in hopc% Of havic^ fome time 
with her before this meeting, the maidt 
who had not fiVtd long enough with her 
miftrefs to know her tiumour, prefently 
told him, ihe Was only gone to her 
mantua-maker\ ahd gave him diredtons 
to die houfe ; be alfo thinking it no ihde- 
<iorum to cadi bn ber at the houfe of % 
woman of that profcffioiS had reafon 
cnongh to be mortified at the fqsulfe be 
met with for fo doing. 

As to Mfft Betfy^ thooj^ fte 4iras a 
little angry at the fmdom Mr. Munden 
had takenr^ yet ihe was fn reality mtich 
more pleafed ; -^ and tins for two reafonst 
-^^ &rft, becaufe (he faw it gave her dew 
lover fome jealous af^ehenfions; and, 
fecOndly, becairfe it mrnifhed Her with i 
phufible {retence for co^liir^ witb his 
entreaties to ftayi whidi, me protefted, 
ihe would not w any teims have bcsn 
prevailed upon to do» but to prevent 
cither lum or Mrs* Modely, from fuf» 

pcfting 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESL 4|^., 

Iie6ting (he would go where Mr. Mundes 
had ddired» 

Mrs. Modely went out of the room le- 
veral times^ as if called away by fome 
houlhold affairs, that Sir Frederick migliC ,' 
have an opportunity of declaring his paf* 
fion to Mils Betfy, which he did in mudi 
the fame rodomontade drain with which 
he had at firft accofted her. — « A hand- 
fome fupper was ferved in^ after whicht 
ihe being about to take her leave, he af* 
fcAed to be in a great fret, that a fine 
new chariot, which, he faid, he had be- 
fpoke, was not come home, that he might 
have feen her fafe to her lodgings, with 
an equipage fuitable to her merit, and 
the admiration he had of it :— he would 
needs, however, attend her in another 
chair i which piece of gaUantry, after % 
few faint ref ufa^, Ihe accepted. 



Eod of the SicoND VoLVMi. 



